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WHEREIN 
The Law and Goſpel, Faith and Works, 
juſtification and ſalvation, and 1n ſhort 
the Subſtance of primitive Chriſtianity 
is ſet forth,as appeareth in the INDEX 
prefixed, 


Contents of the N, Teſt. by oneof the Three. 


m_—___ 


THE FIRST YEAR. 
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Govern, of the Tong, p, 216, Tewuld ſome of 
parts and authority but make the experiment, 1 
cannot think that all places are yet ſo vitiated, 
but that they may meet with many, who would 
relifh ſober and ingenions(and religions )aiſconrſe, 
and by their example propagate it to others, 
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To the Right Reverend 
Father, Lord Bishop of 
the Dioceſs; This Eflay 
with continual Prayers 
for his Lordships happ1- 
neſs is the humble Obla- 
tion of el. B. C. 
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Advertiſements. 


T= courteous Readers may be pleaſed to 
underſtand, theſe Three « Miniſters reſide 
in the Comntry at fo little diſtance, that they 
ealily meet once a week in courſe at their pri» 
vate Chambers. 

There they have a ſober Treat, they d:ſtintt- 
ly read their Papers, they confer calmly upon 
the particulars, and diſcourſe upon the affairs 
of Learning and Religion ; conlider alſo, how 
to do more good in their Cures, and comfort 
one another againſt Adverſities. 

The Names of the 4uthors ( Non-commens 
fators) are not mentioned (though they are 
worthy of a thankful Remembrance) but the 
Notes are left to commend themſelves to the 
judicious Readers ; to whom we appeal from 
the Vulgar, who value things only according 
to that affefon they have for the perſons. 

The names of the Collefors are concealed, 
not to decline Blame, but rather to ſhun the 
| praiſe, due to ſuchas endeavour, by uniting 
themſelves to promote Chriſtian Pzery and Uns- 
formuty in their ſtations, 

And they humbly conceive, this way of 
Mecting of conforming Miniſters ( and withal 
the very Reading of the Explicit Stipulation ) 
countenanced by Superiours, will prove a good 
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expedient to reduce a more regular obedience 
to the Chxrch of England,our honored Mother. 

But, it will be very fad, if we fall into an 

Age, wherein both Grievances and Remedies 
are intolerable, Deus meliora ! 
Be not haſty to cenſere, but firſt have re. 
courſe (as the Miniſters do in their conferen- 
ces) to your Bible, ſee the Scope,Antecedents 
and Conſequents of the place, weigh therh, and 
then ſpare not to paſs your Sentence. 

Amonglt 468. Notes, every one ( we doubt 
not) who does without prejudice go through 
the Book, will find ſo many things agreeable 
and uſeful to his own ſoul, that he will not re- 
pent to have read it over more than once or 
twice, Do but open the Book, and you can- 
not miſs of ſome good Leſſon or other. Not 
a Leaf , fine bona fruge. 

' But remember that all the Tex/s are not ex- 
pounded, bur ſome alluded to,and ingeniouſly 
accommodated to the purpoſe of the Writer. 

If perhaps a new Notion or unuſual [nter- 
pretation occur, know, that itis not impoſed 
on your Zelief, but propoſed to your exami- 
nation, 

Let not any words be wreſ#:4 to the under- 
valuing of God's grace, or over- valuing of fans 
will, Not unto us, but unto God a'one in 
Criſt be the glory of our Salyation. 
: | | | Theſe 


Theſe few (heets are puſhed forth to diſco. 
ver what kcception the reſt may hope for at 
1 our Hands. 
An Alphabetical index followeth, to give 
you a proſpett of what Summ is offered to the 
, Intelligent Reader. 
And at the end, you have Contents of the 
New Teſt, in Verſe, being a help of Memory, 
}* and not co be deſpiſed, 
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Communicating their Collecti- 
Ons and Notions touching Se. 
yeral Texts of Holy Scripture, 


At their weekly Meetings 


The firſt Meeting: 
A. 


I. atth. 15 18. That the gates of 
Hell ;l1 nt prevail againſt the 
Church , proves not the pre» 
tence of Infallibility. Inſtcad of Hell, the 
word may be rendred Grave. So, the mean. 
ingis : Dzath ( which is the mouth and 
gate through which we pals into the grave) 
ſhall never prevail againſt che Church. z.e. The 
Church ſhall never die- 
1I. Matth. 16. 18. Oz this rock, Sup- 
pols the rock on which the Church was 4 
B 
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be built, were &. Peter himfcif , that is not 
peculiar unto him, ſince we are all built ox 
the foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets 
and on the twelve foundati ns of the new Jcxu- 
falem are written the names of the twelve A- 
poſt les of the Lamb. 

II. Mate 6.1 9- The keyes of the Kingdome of 
He ven given to Peter , (aith nomore, but 
that he was to open the Gyſpel, which is 
. uſually called the Kingdome of God, or of Hea- 
Yn, in the new Tcſtament. Now, the 
uſe of keyes being, to open the door, this 
was in peculiar S. Peters honour, who did 
firſt publiſh the Goſpel both to Jews and 
Gentiles, and in particular did hrit receive 
the Gentiles ihto the new diſpenſation. 


B. 


I. Uke 1 9+26« Unto every one that hath,i.es 

hath made uſe ot the talent of Grace in- 
tr.urcd to him (as Heb, 12. 28. To have Grace 
ſignifies to make uſe of it to the end to 
which it is defign”d ) ſhall be *given; and 
am him that hath nt : i, e. hath not 


made uſe of his talent ; even that he hath. 


ſhall be taken from him. 
IE Act. 2o. 47+ The Lord added daily to 
the Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved , Tus guts: 


M31 
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; [God. And My houſe ſhall be called  3,e+ ſhall 


Commitinicating, &c. 3 
iis, the ſaved. The word fgnifies pce 
culiarly thoſe who received that exhortg« 
tion v» 4t. that is, thoſethat repented of their” 
fins : and therefore the Syriac renders it, 
the Lord added daily thoſe that became ſafe in 
the Church, i.e. recovcred themfelvesfrom that 
danger in which they were involved among 
that wicked Generation, and betook them- 
ſelvs to the Church,. as to a SanQuary. - 

III. Hebr. 2. 16. He taketh ot bold of An 
gels, but of the feed of Abrabam he taketh bold. 
So the words are rightly rendred in the 
margin. Where . Anepbdre7a: fignifies to 
catch any one, who is cither running away , 
or falling on the ground or into a pit, 
10. fetch back or recover again. Thus Chriſt 
did for men, in being born and ſuffering 
in our Fleſh , but for Angels he did it 
not. 


Co 
[ \ Atth. I. 23» T bey. ſhall call bis name 
Emmanuel. i. e. He ſhall be God with 


bs, or God incarnate in our fleſh. For in the. 


Hebrew tongue, word and thing, calling and 
being, name and perſon , arc all one, No 
word ( ;.e, no thing _) ſhall be impoſſible wth 
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4. "7 Give MY 
bc] thechouſe. of. prayer to all Peap!e, Gens 
ties as.wellag Jawes, . And (o many, Hams bets 
lo, many MEN» 

IE: Mark-1024 Art thes cove it deſtroy us? 
And in another phace, Art tho come 24 tore 
meitt. 243, | brfore onr, time Matth, 8. 29. The 
Devils. i&:nowledge that Chriſt was to des 
troy them (- they undexflood fo.much.in the 
Sacred predictions ) but- withal hope , it 
was. not yet the time for that.. exccutipn; 
and in. the mean. while counted: it a: kind 
of deftniftion avd-torment to them. to be 
caſt wut, or retzenchid '6: any of ther paws 
ex which they 11d. over. the bodics/ or fouls 
of men. | 20 
1\UI,Rom,g. 22. . Ir was impurcd ( or counts 
ed). to.bim far Righteouſueſs. i.e. God :taak 
this for, ſuch an expreflion of Abrabem. faiths 
fulneſs, and ſincerity, and true piety, that he 
accepted him as a righteous perſon , tho no 
doubt he had many intrmities and {ins, which 
he was, or had been guilty of ia his lite, 
unzeconcilable which pan; righteouſngls, 
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'Or.1 3+ 5. 'Know ye not that CD34 
Feſms 4s tn yu ( amon you 
LH as Exe) 17474 ) except yolerbb\ re» 
probader; i Fhe words may be bett reſolved 
1:0 @ queſtion: and an antwar, Kew your 
wor, difcern you not, your fclves, by the mit 
racles and preaching, the demonfiration ' of” 
che Spirit and of power', that Chrit Jeſs, 
that is;-the power of the Golpil, 13 core a> 
movgſt you? this by the /coatext appteaisfo 
.be the mcaning- And then the 'Agfiver, 
except ye be reprobates, j« e-ye are ob{uratey "tvs 
{enfaic creatures, unlcls you doknow its 
T1: Roms. 5. 24 45 5+ "Tribulation ntorketh 
patience, and patience expeyiente, and experience 
hope, and hepe makerh nat a /'amed. Here-the 
word Sex which we render experiexce,Sign!- 
hes being approved upon a tryal, aud the tenſe 
runs thus : TribulatiopFs a fealon and a 
aveans to work patience , and that patituce 
to. produce «pprob.ntion, as of one. fliat is 
tryed ih the tic, and hath paſt the teſt; and 
this a. n.eats to workiamn hope or expeRa- 
_—_ tion 
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flog of reward.;' and that hope will keep 
fro m being aſhamed of thoſe ſufferings, and 
Make us rather rejoyce in them, as in be- 
nlen auſpicious tignes , that in another 
World there'is a reward for the righteous: 
So Rom. 12. 12+ rejoycing in hope, and 
patient 'in tribulation,” are joynd- toge- 
—_—.. 

HI. 1 Joh.3. 3. Every ma# that hath this hoge 
in him ( ou him, telying on his mercy ) p- 
rifieth bimſelf. By this you ſhall know a 
Chriſtian hope from all other. The Hypo- 
crite , or Carnal] man, hopes, and 1s the 
wickeder for hoping, he fears nothing, and 
ſo diſcerns not the neceſſity of miending, 
The beſt way to reform ſuch a one i; 
torob him of his ungrounded hope. But this 
hope of (ecing God being grounded on theCon» 
ditional promiſes (* and the conditions being 
purity. and holine(s, 2 Cor. 7. 1.) ſets pre- 
ſently to the performance of the conditi- 
ONS. - | 


B, 


I, Atth.2 2437. . Thou ſhalt love the Lord 

thy Ged with all thy heart, with all 
thy Soul, with all thy mind, and with all thy 
ſtrength. The heart ſcemeth to fſignific the 
= affeGions 
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afſeqions : the Sowl, the will, or cleQive 
faculty : the mind, the underitanding, or ra. 
cional faculty : and the ftrewgth, the powers 
of the body tor action. All four together - 
make up the :whole man : and the word all 

is afhixt to each, not to exclude all other 

things from any interior part' of your love, 

but only from an <qual or-ſapecrior love : 

to exclude a partial or a halt-love, 

Il. Fam. 5. 16. Confeſs your faults one to 
another. The context fecms very probably 
to mean the preſbyters : for they are #9 be 
called, v« 14+ And tor the cure ot fin, it will 
ſure be very profitable to adviſe with the 
Phyſicians of the Soul : te which end alone 
the diſcloſing of the particular cftate is more 
then” profitable. And this may tend much 
to your comfort, when the Miniſter of God; 
upon a ſtrict ſurvey of your former lite, and 
your prelcnt repentance , paſſes judgment 
on you, better than you can -do on- your 
lelt. | 

II. r. John 3. 9g. Whoſocver isborn of Ged 
dith not commit fin (i-te doth not live in. fin 
as in a trade or courle ) for bis ſeed remain- 
eth in bim;( there is in the regenerate ' a 
new principle, or ſced of like, a cognation 
with God,: which whilft it. continues keeps 
aut lin) aud be cannot fin in fuch manner , 

B 4 '  beeauje 
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becauſe bets born of God :-Or it he do fin thus, 
-he isno longer,a child of God, or a regenerate 
perſon. So we ſay, An bonejt man cannot dy 
#bis : not affirming an impoſſibility. but chat 
his principles of honeſty will not ſuffer him 
to doit; or jt he do it; he'is no longer to 
be counted an honeſt man; . + i, 


C. 


I, Ry Se 17+ The fleſþ Inſteth. a2 ainſt the 
ſpirit &6. By the ſpirit it meant the 

ſeed of Greece planted in the heart by God, 
as a principle of new litez or; the :mind and 
wpper Soul elevated yet higher by that ſuper» 
natural principle : By the fleſh is' meant the 
carnal appelitc, ftil] remaining- in the moſt 
regenerate during this life : The l«({i:g of one 
againſt the other, is their contraricry, that 
whatſoever one likes, the 'other  diflikes; 
ira wh Tonls, So that y1u do not the things ye 
would : this contraricty gives you troubley! 
that whatſoever ye do on either f:de, you'do 
is not quietly, but with reliftance. 1n this 
oppoſition, we muſt be ſure -that the fl: 
do not carry-it againſt the Spirit, 3. e.'do nor 
get the conſent of the will to. it. For he 
that fulfils the luſt's of the flcſh, walke; not 
in 
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in the Spirit, and conſcquently isnot ina rege= 


” necrate cliate. 


WI. Matth-1 6. 24, If any man will cone after 
me, let him deny bimſclf. S<lt denial is to 
renounce whatlozver comes at any time in 
competition with ChriG : namely _, all o- 
pinion of my own abilitics towards 4he at- 
taining”of any ſupernatural end 3 nat de- 
pending upon any righteouſnets of my own 
far Salvation, but only the free mercy of 
God in Chrift, not imputing unto me fin :; 
All unlawtul defires of the ficfh, and even 
lawful liberty, my reputation, my<ettate, and 
lite if ſelfe, when either Chritt muſt be part- 
ed with, or thele.- By tiking up the Croſs 
in' the following! words, 15 meant bearing 
of Aﬀiiction, patiently, and chearfnlly. 

II. Phil. s 29. Toy it 3s given : 4. te, It 
3s granted as a grace and Vouchfatement of 
Gods'fpecial favour, to ſuffer for Chriſt ; and 
that' grace 1s deſigned to retorm what is a- 
miſs, and to puniſh here, that there' may be 
nothing of evil lett for another world. Where- 
fore we are bound not only to patience, but 
thankfulneſs allo in our Afflicions, 
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The third Meetings 
A. 


I, (3: 2+ 9+ Eye ba h not ſeen, nov 
ear heard, neither have entred 
k. A into the heart of man, the things 
which Gog ha h prepared for them that love 
him. The truc jupcrlatiye delights even to 
fleſh apd blood, that are in SanRtity and - 
thc practice of Chriſtian Virtues , beyond 
all that apy ſcpſual pleaſure affords, arc {9 
great that when they are expreft by the A- 
poftle jn theſe words, they are ordinarily 
miſtaken fog the deſcription of Heaven. 

y Rom. 7-23, I fee another law in my nn 
bers warring againſt the law of my miud. This 
war is the perſwafion of {in or carnal objeqs 
on the one fide, and the law of God on 4 
other commandipg the contrary. In this 
Combat the - perſon which hath not the 
grace of Chriſt co ſuſtain him, will by his 
carnal appetite be led to do thoſe things 
which the Law tclls him ke thould not do: 
which if he do and continue in them, this 
condition you will have no colour of rea- 
ſon to miſtake for a regencrate cſtate, The 


ſerg« 
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ſerving of ſin, or Captivity to :the law of hin» 
+s all one with the reiguing of. fin : -a{ſure 
token of the unregenerate. | 4 
I. Prov. 28.13. Who ſo confeſſeth and 
forſaketh bis fins (hall bave mercy ; forſaketh , 
z» e. in hearty ſincere reſolution abandons the 
fins of the' old man , fball have mercy, and 
nene but. he. God will not. pardon; » till 
we. in heart reform and amcnd, They that 
ſay. our figs'are 'pardoned before we con- 
vert to God, and refolve new life, are in 
a dangerous 'error, which is in «ffc& to 
exclude -Fultification by faith, that firtt grace 
of receiving Chriſt, and reſigning our heatts 
up to him, and muſt be. in order of nature 
precedent to our Juſtification, .or pardon of 
tin : or clſe can be neither 7zx/tramens nor 
condition Of it. \ ro 


| Me 


1, Om. 12, 20. Thou ſhalt beap coa's. of 
A fire. on bis head. Thats the way 
that Metalliſts uſe, to melt thoſe things thar 
will not be wrought on by putting fire 
under them. So, it. you heap kindneſſes up- 
on the head of your cnemy , the injurious 
' perſon, you may hope to mel: him, and make 
g friend of him \ which is the, noble'victory 
» : 'of 
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of 4 Chriſtian, ta avercome evik- with good. 
HI. Math. 5. '54The meck, ſhall inhirit the 
Earth Literally, the-promiſe 4s all one with 
that annexed to the hith Commandetnent. A 


proſperous long hfe-' is. ordinarily the meek, 


.mans portion z which he that; : {hall .come 
pare and: obſerve the - ordinaty. .difpeniations 
; of Gods proyideuce,! ſhail.hnd tacb2mott;xe> 
- markably true ,elpecially, if: compared with 
-the contrary fate ofiturbalent. ieditious Pers 
Tons. This temporal. 'reward dam no! way 
deprive him of che etcroal<+ The:earth here 
-45-a teal ##beritance below, and 4: pea of 2no- 

ther above. PIFLL 
TI. Matty 5.:79, Reſet mi evil, or; de n+ 
triont, (vil 'man, We Chrillians mult beare 
ſmall, {upportable 18juries, . without hurting 
again or fo much as proſecuting and implead- 


ing the 11jurious perſon, In weightier and more 


conſiderable matters,+tho we may aſe means 
todefend ourſelves, and to get legal rcpa-« 
\rations for" cir ofſes;; yet eventieſehaſcgite 
Piving wayito re; <ogeful deli res is utterly N= 
| ws | TOTES YT 


Mtexd-of which St, Luke havh'y1Be ye 
mereilil 


bl Mgt &. KY Be ye FRY oY "ct 
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merciful. Wiener you -may;note > this Mercy, 
or Almes, or Bcnignity to engmics, to be the 
higheſt degree of Chriſtian perfection. 

II. x Cor. 16»2. Let every one of you lay by 
him in ſtore, as God hath proſpered him, This 
place ſeems to require all to be [et apart, that 
comes in by way of gain : for tis not «'s. as, but 
3,1: whatſoever, It was, it ſeems, a peculiar 
caſe at that time, for rclieyivg the ppor Ehris 
ſtians at J&ufalem, However, hences may 
every rich mat, or thriving man 5 Every /one 
that hath either  couſtapt revenue , or gainful 
Trade , learn to lay by him ſuch or ſuch a pro» 
portion. for charitable purpeſes , that it may: 
be ready for-ſuch occaſions, as God ſhall offes 
to them. 4 

III, Matth.5.:6. Let your light ſa ſhine 
before men #hat they may ſee. your good works. 
There is a great ditference bttween doing our 
good works {q that nieu may ſee them, and qo- 
ing them #9 be ſcen of mex : and again, between: 
doing them that men may glorife our Heas: 
venly Fatber , and that we. may. have: glory. of 
men, The former is only a charitable care , 
' that your good aQions may, be exemplary to! 
others: the latter, is a deſire chat they may be. 
matter of Reputation to our ſelves, Which re- 
putation, if we aim at that , ſhall bequr anly 
reward ,. inſtead of that which otherwile - 
wou 
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would give. * Stich? is 'the folly aid unhappt- 
Heſs of this fin of yajin-glory. 
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The Fourth Meetings 
A 
LW AF Atth.6.1 75. hen thou fafteft , ane 
| oynt thy head, and waſh] thy face. 
| - As for thy outward guiſe, appear 
m thy ordinary countenance and habit , (the 


Fews were wont toanoynt themſelves daily ,” 


unleſs in time of mourning - ) that thou appear 
ot ts men to faſt : (that no man out. of thy Fa- 
mily be witneſs of thy private Faſts : ) but to 
thy Father which ifin heaven, that thou maiſt 
appear defirotis to approve thy ſelf to him on- 
ly,” who only is able to reward thee, | 

* H. Luke 6.30. From him that taketh away 
thy goods, atk them nit again, aaflorros, that 
reeeiveth by way of loan any of tby Goods, wi 
dimeiler, requirc no uſury, actording to the 
notion of that word 1n the Text. Which be- 
ing joyned with , give to every man that arketh 
of thee, denoterth a work ot mercy : as indced 
ending is a prime way of mercy. The good 
man is merciful and lendeth. Now ordinary 
prudence will interpret the words. fo , "= 


-- - hs 
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ifa Covetous rich man ask of you, you are not 
bound to give to bim, but only to him whoſe 
wants ſ:ts him on asking : and fo the prohi. 
bition to exa@ or require wſe of him that Hur» 
rows ,. belongs not to the poor or mean Credis 


tor , whena rich man borrows of him bar . 
only when the rich lends to. the poor man, to * 


whom a free loan isa {caſonable mercy. _ 

HI. AR.2.46- Brezking Bread from bouſe 
t0 boſe, margin, at home. -xal oixey, in ſome 
bouſe, or Room : as the upper root Att. I. 13, 
aligned and ſeparated from all other to that 
peculiar ule, to be the place of Chriſtian Af- 
{cmbly 3 it being by the Jews, permitted them 
to pray in the temple, but not to break bread 
or adminiſter the Sacrament. v. 47. baving 
favour with all the people : %yorlas yore, baving 
or exerciſing charity ; whereby 15 intimated 
that offcrtory which was then, and ever lince, 
uſed conſtantly in the Church of Chriſt at 
the receiving of that Sacrament : and by the 
phraſe. all the people, is ſigritied the liberali- 
ty of thoſe offerings, and the impartiality of 
diſtribution, 


I, 1. Cor. 


+146a-w 
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I. 1 Or. & 1c. Drunkards ſhall not inhs 
rit the Kingdom of God: wilurn 
vinoſi, vinclenti, trom pitu firong or ſweet 
wine, The word is not to bereſtrained to 
thoſe who drink to beſtiality; to the deprive: 
-ing of themſclves of the ule ct their reafon! 
but belongs to all, chat drink wine-or- ſtrong 
drink 3atemperately; tho through their firength 
ot brain, they be not at preſent diftems 
pered by it. 
II. AR. 2. 31. His ſonl was not left in bell; 
The word «ns which we render hell, may 
ſignifie the common ſtate of the dead:4vy3 the 


ltving Soxl , ox that faculty by which we 


live :; and the wwe leaving this in that, is 
the not ſuffering him fo long to continue 
depriv'd of life, as that, this body ſhould: ſee cor 
ruption : 4,e- above the ſpace of- three days! 
which. term covlifting 'of +7 2. hours, is the 
ſpace required for. the revolution of humors, 
after which Phyſi:ians obſerve the body that 
continues {ſo long dead , naturally putri- 
tics. 
© HI. John..16- $8. H ſpall convince the world 
of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment. For 
1+ The very coming of che ſpiris ſhall prong 
enelr 


_—”= 6 iu & 2 © fn .o 


0' 


Communicating, &Cc. 17 
cheir crime innot receiving, Chriſt, thus teſti 
fi:d and demonſtrated to be the true Prophet. 

# 2. He ſhall convince the World, that Chriſt 
hell was a moti Righteoxs perſon, and moſt unjuſtly 
mg crucified , by his aflumption into Heaven 
ety ;, He hall convince the World by an 
wh Argument from the Fxdzement ſhewed up- 

'&F on Satan, tobe turn'd out of his Kingdome, 

ny his Oracles filenc'd 3 and Heatheniſh [dolatry 

18h overthrown. 


Ns CE 


1 Fi att}. 28. 19. Baptizing then in th; 
y Name of tbe Father, and of the Son; 
EF ad of the boly Ghoſt. The meaning is, Firli; 
© Jin reſpe& of the Miniſter, that what he doth 
Ss Fhedoth not of himſelf, but by Commaitfiori 
© Ffrom the blefſed Trinity: Secondly, And more 
* Belpecially in refpeR of the perſon baptiz*d,that 
” Fhe acknowledges thoſe three; that Fe delivers 
* Fbim{clf to them as the Authbrs of Chriſtian 
» FReligion 3 that he gives himſelf up to be rul- 
© fed by then. 
"| 11. x Tim. 5, $. Butif any( widow )pro- 
ide nt for her own. The word wegrowy 
nif's to rule and govern : or, to edu- 
ateand inſtru. Among the re(t of the 
qualities required of a widow in the Chur:Þ 
C (an 
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( an- office of ſome rule and ocaonomy at þ 
that time ) {he muſt be one that hath ru'ed 
and inſtructed her own family well, This 
differs much trom the notion "that ſome 
worldly phantafies affix to this place, think- 
ing themſelves obliged, with much thought- 
fulne(s or ſecular foreecaſli ag , to provide. & 
ſtates. and riches for their Children. 

17. Tit. 1-15. To the pure all things are 
pure. i. e, All things of that nature, which 
are there ſpoken of, in themſelves indifferent, $ 
may lawfully b2 uſed by them which arth, 
tightly inſtructed. But they that are mil i 
led by Jewiſh fables, whether they abſtain 
ſuperftitiouſly, when they are not bound 
' by God to abſtain, fin by being ſubje& toſ 
ordinances,( Col. 2.30. ) or whether they ab+$ 
ftain not,when they are perſwaded they ought 
to abſtain, fin againſt conſcience. 


_— _. 


The Fift Meeting 
A. 


| whi 

L. Atth. 12. 31+ Bat the blaſpbemy «tb: 

Mz; the Hivly Ghoſt jhall noe be forsſelle 

given wnto men. This blaſphemy againſt theae 

Holy Ghoſt is not any one act, no nor " Chi 
if 
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it of fin ( particularly, not that ſpeaking,, 
oainſt Chrijt here mentioned ) but a, final 
olding out againſt, and reſiſting the whole 
ice of the Holy Ghygf, aud all thoſe graci- 
ws methods confcquert to it. 

Il; r. Kings 15. 5+ David turncd 10t, aſige,. 
ave only in the matter of Uriah. Wherein,ic 
ppears, he. continued neer the ſpace of. a 
car, from before the conception tjIl aſter 
he birth of the Child, as is proved by. the 
t, Fime of Nathans coming to.him, 2 Sam, 12+ 
re, David, we know, had .becn guilty of 
{ Feveral acts of fin, markt and cenſured in 
nftbe word of God ; but continucd_ not with\ 
dFndulgence in any of, them Thusfina made 
OKnother manncr of ſ{cparation between God 
»Sind David, Contractcd 2 greater guilt, waſted 
t he conſcience more than any of thoſe, mure 

peedily retracted : jt wastnc only remarkable 
army drawing bick or rraing fide from) o- ; 

edience to God, the only grand defction , 

ſhaking of-Gcds yoke, and fo the only C.hiſm 

1a hiz regenerate ctatc- | 

It. Deut. 3c, 11+. The Commendment 

which I command this day is nit -hidden frem 
Þth:e ? The (cventy, ace two beavy for trec, avd 
fellewhere, not impoſſible 130h.5 His commands 
Wat not preivicus ; the word lignitics beavy, q 

Chriſt himfelt. faith, bis yoke 55 caſte , and & 
C 2 P 2's 


at 
ed 
Nis 
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Paul, that be can ds all thinzs throwgh Chriſt ; 
not ſufficient ot himſelf to doany thing, 


0c 


v 


T. | arr 17. 37+ Whereſoever the body is F 
thither will the Eagles be gathered toll: 


B, 


gether. Here are noted the Roman Armiet, 
whoſe enfign was the Ezgle : which found 
out the rebellious Jews and deſtroyed them 
( as the Eagle ſeeks the prey, Fob. 39. 29. ) 
whereſoever they diſperſed themſelves. 

I. Matth. 24. '34- This generation ſpall ; 
not paſs till all theſe things be fulfilled. They 
ſhall come to paſs in thisage, or within the. 
life of ſome preſent : as Matth, x6, 280, 
There be” ſome ſtauding bere that ſhall nc 1fif;, 
of death,till they ſee the Son of man coming in hit 
Kingdom : Which is interpreted of this mat}, 
tcr, his illuſtrious coming to deftroy hit... 
enemies the Jewes. So, Joh, 21. 22. If 
will that he tarry till Icoame, &c. 1s ſpoken 
this coming of Chriſt, which S. Joby livedſ 
to ſee. | $ <> 

TT{.Gal. 5. 1 9. Adultery, fornication unclean-$;1 
neſs, 8&c. Emulation, wrath, ſtrife, &c. Here's 
an enumeration of Sins unreconcilable with 
a good conſcience, And the ſame; with}, 
ſome variation and addition, x Cor, 6+ ©+ anc 
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'[Epls 5+ 5+ Every one of thele at the very 
mmilliog (deliberately )nave the nature of 
ecata ſanciantia, wounding the ſinner to the * 
art , and weakning the habit of Chriſtian 
| Wartue 3 and if they be not ſirait retracted by 
 Fepentance, proceed further, to waſt the con» 
Fence, and betray us even todeſperation, and 
= ichdrawing of Grace, and delivering us up 
» 0 our own luſts, 


« ) "4 


all. Oh. 5. 16. He ſpall give bim life for 
N them that fin not wnto death? Here , 
g (ol wat deat+, 1s to be taken, not from the 
if tter of the fin, but from rhe diſpoſition 
je the finner : namely from his deſiring _- 
{curing to get out of it : which ſuppoſes 
- Pc remainder of exciteing grace : while 
» jÞ* other goes on without any care or defire 
| Ireformation. It is clcar, that this privi- 
4F48 belongs to the prayers of the Faithful, 
8 (uch a ore moderate degree of relape#d 
\ {farmed ſinners, Upon their requeſt, God 
; ("give life to ſuch, i. e. ſuch a degree of 
fcc as may enable them to recover. As for 
gf cure Impenitent, the Chrittian, brother 
x090t here obliged to pray for him and yet 
*Flecms he is not forbidden ncither. 
; I. Matthz 
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11. Matth. 18. 6. He that (hall offexd v 
of th1ſe little ones ; That is, He that ſhall & 
cafon their falling offinto any fin : or, whic 
the place efpecially imports , ſhalt by ca 
tempr diſcourage them from the ſtudy of pi 
ty. For ſo,on the other fide,to recerve them,g. 
Is by S. Mark, c- 41+ faid to confilt in doj 
them Kkindnels, aud encourageing them int 
way of God. 

Il, Joh. 6. 61. Jeſus ſaid wnto the 
doth this offexd you? They were offended 
bis- words of cating his fl.cſh. carnally i 
deritood , diſcouraged from following hi 
So Gal. 5. 11. perſecution is call'd the ſe 
dal of the Croſs, that upon. which fo n 
are diſcouraged from protetihing the cruci 
Saviour : and ſo, in the parable of the fo 
Matt, 1 3+ 21+» 


—— 


The fixth Meetings 


A. x 


Atth. 16. 23. Thou a't aneff 


unto mes - i» e, By ecxprell 


M 
thy deteſtation agair.ft my fv 


rys5, thou otferck to bring me into an No 
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4 and fear of Suffering,and ſo in cifeR rempreſt me * 
1 od to fin. Bat, though Pyer were an offence to 

-4 Chriſt, tempted him,and\aid that which was _ 
\# to enſnare him, yet Chriſt was not offended, 
foil cnſnared , or overcome by the temptation. 
IT. Rom. 1 4. 3+ Let not him that eateth 
© deſpiſe hin: that eateth net. Thoſe who are 
in Judaica} errors are appointed by $. Paulto 
be tenderly handkd, not to be Vilified or fer 
jd at naught. And yet Gal-3+1- they are by 
1} the Apoſtle reviled and chid out of their Juda- 
'I ical perſwafions, The reaſon of this diffc- 
-& rence is, the different citates of the Romans 
4 from the Galatians. Theſe had been fully 
nd inſtrued by him in the nature of Chriſtian 
liberty : Thoſe had not yet bcen ſuftcient» 
ly taught to put off the opinion of legal 
abſtincnces, | 

It/. Rom. 4+ 3» Abrabam believed God , 
and it was cunted to bim for righteouſneſs. 
Abraham was Juftified by believing and de- 
ptnding on God tor the performance of his 
promile, and refigoing himtc!t up wholly to 
{ bim' to obey his precepts. Or, by that Faith, | 
which howfocver it was trycd, whether by 
promiſes of incredible things, or commands 
of very hard duties (as killing his only Son) 
did conftantly approve it tclt to be atrxe 


Faith; without guſinning Obcdicure,or Obc- 
C 4 dicnce 
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dience ta the Moſaica] law, (Abraham h eing 
thennucircumciſed v-10.)i. t» Without Works, 


B. 


I. Al. 5.2. If yebecircamciſed, Chriſt 
ſhall profit you nothiag. Tis ſpoken of 
thoſe, who urge aboliſht Ceremonies, as ftill of 
force by divine precept : upon this ground, 
rhat Chrift coming as the ſubſtance typified by 
thoſe legal Inflitutions, did conſequently ſet a 
period to their obligingneſs. Which, if it 
ſhould ſtill be urged would be 3-terpretative! 
the. denying of Chriſt, and ſo mo juſtly the 
forfeiting of thoſe Benefits which are to be 
expeRed from him. 

I. 1 Tim. 4-8. Bodily exerciſe profiteth lit 
zles This place ct bodily exerciſe, doth belong 
to ſuch kind of doxious, abſtinence, conti- 
nence, as are aforementioned : Which,though 
when they are taught as neceſſary, to the 
defaming of marriage or meats as unlawful, 
are then fignes of departing from the. Faith, 
v.1. yet confidered in themſelves, as voluntas 
xy a&s. are here ſaid to be profitable, in an ins 
ferior degree, being compared which piety, 
little profitable, Or for alittle. 

- TH. Col. 2-23. 74 will worſhip, and bumi- 
1ys aud negl:ting.of the body, or, not ſparing. 
Tnat 


| 


> (> *» ev» i & - 8 an, an oo 


Communicating, Ke. 25: 


That will worſhip is here taken ina good cre- 
ditable ſence, appeareth by the joining of it 
with two not only lawful but laudable. Chrt- 
ſtian Vertues, humility ( which is Dez & bomi- 
num reverentia, Calv.) and maxtifying of the 
body, which as an a& of (elf denial cannot be 
unacceptable to Chriſt, 


Ce 


I. | Grays 23. Hot in any hononr to the ſa- 

tisfying of the fleſh. Nat admis» 
niltring to the Body things to the filling or 
ſatiating of the fleſh. aud care inxelieving 
of wants. Matth. 15. 6- Or, thoſe abſtinen« 
ces from fleſh are commendable for chaſtning 


- the Body, fo that in the mean time it be not 


indulged otherwiſe, as with wine and ſweets 
meats, x 

IL. Luke.10.27% Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy beart, i.e. fiucercly, and 
above all other things. Yet, one man may 
love God ina more intenſe degree then ano» 
ther doth, and the ſame perſon may conſtant- 
ly love God above al!, and yet haye higher ex- 


pre{ſions of that love at one time then ano» . 


ther. Whence it followes;that Free-will of+ 
ferings are neconcilable with that command. 
III. Gen-4 45+ And whereby indeed be - 
VIREED» 


\ 
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vineth. TFhe cup, with which be receiveth pre» * 
Jages': for *twas (it ſeems) but adrinking cup, 

wherein he uſed to drink, in thoſe Sacrifices,, 
by which he prepared to receive preſages from 


ll cm——_— 
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The Seventh Meeting. 


A. 


LIL | Ht T3. A4xd be hardncd Pharas bs 
4 . heart. "Tis not to be underſtood, as 
| we read it, God hardn'dPharoah's 
heart. The words do not bear it, nor h ad a+ 
ny ſuch thing yet been intimated in the ſtoxy. 
Here is anaGt of. Stubbornneſs in Pharaoh, an 
; obſtinate reliſtance or refuſal,agaipſt Grds calls 
and miracles. * There was indeed a prediction 
of it, 2-19. and that grounded oncly on 
Gods preſcience : which hath no more influence 
on the cette, nor cauſality of it,thon your fee- 
ing of any objc& 
II. Matth.16.19, T will give thee the keyes 
of the kingdom of HeavenHere,as in many other 
: places, the kingdome of Hegven hgnifes the 
= Church of Chriſt militant. So, 23+ 13. the 
©  Pharifes ſputting up the Kingdome of Heavcn, is 
” the keeping men from entring the Church, 


from becomingChriſiians, Peter, and inhim * 
| = 
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the reſt of the Apoſtles, and Succeſſors,Gover: 
nors of the Church, had the Keyes of -the * 
Church given them, +. e. clearly, a power of 
ſhutting ont, or receiving into tothe Vithble mi» + 
litant Church , of removing the cotu 
by cenſure of Excommwnication, and re> © 
admitting them bcing humble penitents, by *? 
Abſolution, he 

Ii. Matth. 12-22. It ſpall not be forgiven” 
bim (aq#0j04ra: imperſonally ) he ſhall not 
receive abſolution, either» i this World, ics / 
in the Church from the Eccleſtaftick Cenfure:; 
mor inthe IPorld to come : is ©. at the day Judg» * 
ment, | ; 


B. 


Þ 2s Heſ. 3.14. Have no company, 

- with him. that be may ws 1 
ſhamed, The end of Excommunication * 
is, that the offender may be brought to 
a ſenſe and ſhame of his own vilenels, : the * 
. molt neceſſary preparative to reformation: @ } 
great at of mcrcy and charity, though une / 
der the ſhew of Severity. It tollowes v. 15. : 
Count bim not as au enemy, but admoniſh bim as” 
a brother. This binding and looſing is uſed as 
a means of exemplifying that great Truth, 


28 Three Miniſters 
' that Chriſt came to ſave and reduce that which 
Was loſt. Matth, 18. 11. 
1b Marth, 20, 22. Te know net what ye 
| ark Jeſus repreſſeth the Mothers demand, 
| by Sfling her, ſhe is mptaken in the kind 
+ of: dignity that ſhould bz inſtated upon 
his diſciples: not ſuch a one, as in any world- 
| Iy refpc&s would prove defirable, but, as a 
place of great burden , ſo fubject ro great 
perſecutions, aud even death it (elf. 

I. Matth. 20. 26. xt ieſhall not be ſo a+ 
mang your Heathen princes uſe their power 
| in order to their own profit, and pleaſure,and 
; Praile ( xelaxverworles ) bchaving theme 
ſclves as Lords and Maſters over {0 many Ser+ 
vants. Your pre-eminence brings along with 
it. no great ſecular felicity, but an office of 
burden, and-paivs and humility, and doing 
+ of feryice. The pre.eminence of Chrijt him- 
felt was ſuch. This excludes not diſciples 
of Chriſt from, power : for he ownes the ti- 
” tle of Lord aud majter, Joh.13+-13- but from 
. Lording, and governing by violence,and in an 
- imperious way, fecking their own gain and 
honour. 


\ 
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Ce 


1. Ty) Om. 13+2+ They that refit ſhall receive » 

to themſelves x ne 1 
render it Judgment , as that fignities ſome 
temporary puniſhment which the higher 
powers may inflict, and nothingelſe. But 
V. 5+ be ſubje&t nt only for wrath: temporal 
puniſhment is meant by wratb: which if it 
were all.then how can it be true that we muſt 
b2 ſubjeCt not only for that?He that refifts ſhalt 
receive more then rrans puniſhment, it he 
prevent it not by repentance 3 it wounds his 
conſcience, and binds him over to Gods puniſh- 
ment likewiſe, 

I. 1Pct4.ry7. Fudowent mitt begin at 
the houſe of Gol, l yu. vre ſpevifidd danfpierts 
of Judgement ; 7d «y&Jey , the firſt- part 3 
and 73r6a@, the end, or ( as the word 
lounds) the tajl of it. So that onely the 
tolerable eaſie part of the Judgment belougs 
upto the. godly :bat the end the dregs, 
the unſupportable part, to thoſe that - obey 
not the Goſpel. The firſt part is Gods retri« 
bution to fin kere, where the Godly have 
their part : the other, his rendring to the. 
wicked hereafter. Provi13 t- | 
» HL Joh.2.z5. He drove them all ont of the 
Temple 
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Femple. This fat of Chri@ was done jure 
* Zelotarem, by a power that belonged to the 


| Zclots: for whom the Law allowed ſuch liber- 
* fy. Wheretpon' the diſciples remembred 


how jt was written of him ; The zeal of thine 


boufe,"( nd[igeyt ws ) bathe fed on me. Not 
all things that were done by the Jews, under 


” .pretence of 'this right, were well done « bur 
only fach as were done by men truly incircd 
by God, like Phinehas and Elias: 


—_— | mmm— . 


Yb The Eight Meeting+ 
A. 


I. Atth-15- 24+ And take up his 
Yor Croſs. - This extends to the vo« 
] fuintary embracing of ſhame 


and contumcly (tor the Crofs was a contume- 
lions death Heb.12:2-) and conſequently all 
other loſs of 'ggods,-liberty &c.. and þcyord 
that; pain of Body, and death it ſelf, Which arc 
ſaid to be taken up; not when we bring them 
nnheceſſarily upon our own ſhoulders; but 
whenby the providence of God they are laid, 
or *permitted- to: Iye in our way to Chrif, or 
Chriſtian Obedience ; ſo that we cannot ſerve 
Chriſt pertely, but that it muſt be fome de- 


tr:mcnt 
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triment or dammage to us; then voluntary to 
undergo that detriment, whatever it is, is to 
take ud the Croſs, | 
11. Heb.2.10. To make the captaid of out 
ſalvation perfect thr ugh ſufferings. God Viing- 
ing, or being about that gracious work; of 
bringing many ſons unto glory, conſecrated 
or. inaugurated ( fo - Jawowr fignifiesg the 
word uſed at *' the conſecration of Prigfts) 
Cbrilt by ſutterings. Who being ſoconſecrat» 
cd {Teacwler; ) became the 4uthor of Eternal 
ſalvation, 5 9. Thus are we Chriſtians to-eX- 
(pe our Tzxcwrrs , whether conſecra» 
tion to Our dignity of being Kings and 
Priefts, i+C,.> Chriſtians here, or conlume 
mation and crowning hereafter, by the ſame 
method, by ſufferings. 

II. Hcb.1 2.6 //hom the Lord loveth be 
chaſtueth &c, Not only,it you be not-pre- 
pared to bear, but if you be without Chaſtiſe- 
ment, then arc ye ot ſons. Which whea itis 
ſer downasan Aphoriſm of divine Qbſerya* 
tion in the Kingdome of Chriſt, there will 
be no ſafety in labouring toavoid the literal 
importance of it. 
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B, 


T. Fy Om. 8. 20. All things work, together 


for good. Thoſe all : bings are (pe- 
cified v+35» F ribul ation, Diitreſs, Perſeeution, 
8&c, Theſe are the things to which the Lov- 
ers of God are foreappointed and predeſtinate: 
to thoſe they ate called; to be conformable to 
Chriſt, So S. Peter alſo ſpeaks, 142-2 1. 

11. Mark. io. 30.— With perſecutions. 
The bandred fol4 which Diſciples ate promiſ- 
ed torecieve now in this time, though they be 
ſecular bleſhngs, houſes and brethren &c. yet 
mult they be with perſecution. Which words, 
though neither St. Matthew nor St. Luke re- 
cords, yet St. Peter, whodiQated this Goſ- 
ple 4 remetnbred them, as he had moſt reaſon, 
beitig an Anſwerdircccd to a queſtion of his 
propoting. Thoſe Daties, which are promiſed 
the greateſt reward on this carth, muſt not 
expeR payment without a mixture, 

 FIL. Ufa. 2e4. They ſhall bet their ſemords fngo 
plow ſhares. *Tis a phraſe to expreſs the duty 


and obligation of Chriſtians, Charity is the - 


only Precept, Peace the only deſpoſitum, that 
Chriſt took care to leave among them. They 
i. e. Theſe ſubjeQ&s of Chritts Ringdome that 
arc his diſciples indeed, effecually —_ 

y 
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his Spirit, and made new Creatures, they 
will certainly doo. 


C. 


þ Atth 11, 30- My yoke #s eaſie, and 
my burthen is light. Some thynky 
there is no necd of duty, Obedience is ugne- 
offary + Chriſt! hath a yoke and: a burtber. - 
Fome contciling' a necetftity of ChriſtiawO4+ 
bedience - * conceive it impoſſible. Chriſt's 
yoke is eaſie;* his burthen light. Some yeild- 
ing both the neceffity and pothbility, ſay it 15 
an upplcaſant-tasks * Here js-44a5ds tor thegny 
which fignities more than cafie, -a gracieis 
joyou:,and- gazntul yoke, | d; 1 
+11. 2 Pet; $420. No prophecy of the Serzpy 
twe is of \any private interpretation. "Idiey 
Anwowws , of their own? zncitation, Or Mor 
tion: but the Prophets wore maved: by the Hor 
ly Ghoſt, as it follows in the next verſes: : :' 
TH. 1. Cor-'3. 21. All things ave yours: 
tot abſolutely, but ſubordinately :-Scrviceable 
xccording-to'the exigence of your conditiofi, 
and furtherance of your ſalvation. 'y 


i 
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7 be Ninth Meeting» 
A. 


l 


p 
L Sal. 37.25: 3 have not ſeen therivk- | 0 
teons forſaken : Nor his ſeed begging 
| their bre:d. 1. e. Never (a wholly u 
forſaken, if they were inheriters of their 
Fathers hope and profeſſion, as to make aÞ T 
conitant trade ' of begging. Or thus: nel] pl 
ver forſaken, though they begg'd their bread] w 
but- even in that extremity God was prelent 
with them; ©, | 
TI. Pl. 66-3- Through the greatneſs of thy C 
Pawer frall . thy Enemies ſmbmit them(etvs wi di 
&thee. In rhe Original it is, they ſhall lye wn 
19 thee; and fo'ris tranſlated by far cy menien[1 
Yur. - Atorced ſubmithon to Gad is ſeldome 
In truth. 
BE. PL. 39. 16+ A little that the rightws! 
bath, is betty than great riches of the ungodib 
The righteous live, and cat, and are clothed 
they have comfore more, leſs anguiſh of heaghy il 


tels vexation and contention ot mind. 
ro them it isall one, whether they go to He 
: Ven $hrc ugh the gate or through the wicket, 


b 


alf bac 


ter 
6d, 
ty 


Cormunicativig, &c.-. * g5 


" B, 


l. 1» FNOr.6.7. 4 fault, becauſe yout go 
to Law. The words are not 
poſitive , but comparative; That a man 
þ+ | ould tather chufe-to heave his name, life, 
| cltate unvindicated, then by defending them, 
ly unavoidably bring a Scandelupotn Chrift. _ 
rf} 1} Jade 8. They ſpeak evil of Dignities- ) 
of The word 15 SiZas Glories, Men in cmincat 
+ place are, or ſhould be, the glory of the places 
df where they live, 
I Ul. AR. 7. 20. Moſes was exceeding fair 
{| The word o5«@- fignihes fine and neat, foas 
h Citizens are wont to be. md $4.5 fair to G od, 
[| divinely beautiful, By addition of which 
1 word is fignified exccllency. Jon.3, Ninevel 
ew[|4 very great city, Heb-magna Devs 
we > 
C. 


Ccleſ. 14.1. Caſt thy bread wpon the 

Waters. Husbandmen to perpetuate 
if the fruits of the carth,caft ſome of their cara 
olf back again into a fruicful ſoil, where the Ws» 
eaters come and in due time receive it multipli- 
et.$ed. So ſhould we do with JYor -bonck wo be- 

ow foine of them —_ the ons and 


dt 


ca 
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backs of the poor members of Chiift, aud 
in the day of harveft we ſhall have a great 
encreale. 
T7 Amos.2.7. That pant after the dujt i 
the'exrth on the H:ad of the poor. FhEProphrt 
ſpeaks of crucl oppreſſors, who greedily puny 
ſue'the poor to extremity, depriving them 
ether” very livelihood, till they are tain hos. 
down'jit the on 
HT Dact. 2\ i; "2 When a man hath: eli 
"ew" wife he Pal om go ont'to War. Oniete 
forr' ny * be this: -bteauiſe when the: x 
is ſtrongly ſet upon any object-y/ til} 
firength- of that *defirxc-is abated; aiima 
wilt be uvfit to deal with an DN or 


2a 6 S&T = pGCOoOR 
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The Tenth Meeting: 
.: '4 
'T i I. 
© Xod. 35. TY The Skim af } 
. ſhone, It is ro denoxe the 0! 
| iog purity/ and brightnefs of thy a 


Law, which ao ſinner 1 is able ( with peace)! E 
took upon. Ii 

It. Gen-25+22+ And the Children flrutgh » 
rogetber within her, © Jacob was a man of © 
tenti 
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tention -and wreſtling , from zthe b:giuning : 
Contention with his brother in che Biith , 
Contention. far-the Birth-.right; Contengon 
with an Angel ar 21 ar Contention 
for his Wite, and for his wages with Labans 


"lt te was a Typical man : hisname was Iſcact, 
and he was a pattern to the 1ſrae! of God, We 


muſt be all men ot Contention 3 contend 


"'F and wreſtle, not only with God in ſtrong and 


importunate prayers for his bleitings Hut 
with our, Elder Brother Eſax, with the luſts 


"*J and frowardne(s if our own hearts. 


TIT. Lament. ?.39. Wherefore doth a living, 
man complain, &c, Here are Three firong, 
Reaſons againſt marmurers. 1» We are Mews 
and at Gods diſpoſe. 2. ' Sinful men, puniſh- 
ment is our due. 3. Living, and thercture pus 
niſht Teſs then we deſerves 


B. 


I. F $3-1.2. Hear O Heavens, aud givc.ear 
O earth! Nothing fo tar from the voice 
of the Prophet as the Heavens, nothing, fo dul 
and' impenetrable as the Earth ; and.yetthe 
Heavens likelier to hear 4 the Euth like» 
lier to lificn and attend, then Obdurgte (i;* 
ner 
I's Gn, 18.21, Iwill xot curſe the ground 


5 4.1 


- 
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any 1 yore for mans ſake; for (though (o Joſ.1 ” 
IS Jibough the imaginatzon,&c, Although men 
are (o wick-d, thatif I would meo jure ti, 


ſure” upon them, 1 might do. it every day, 
yet I will ſpare them. gh © 


take advantage ro pour out my diſplea- | 


NIE. 2:Cor.5.17- Behold ll ebjngs are be+ 
eome mew, It a man be Chriff's, there will 
be Nova regalia extremely oppoſite to thoſe 
of fin, a new heart for the throne of the 
Spirit, new members to be ſervants of rightes 
ouſnels, new Counſellors, namely the Laws of 
. Ged); a new panoply, the whole armour of 
God;new laws, the Jaw of the mind;thoughts, 
Words, Actions, all new. | 


1 oy. [ot 
I, Ome7.38, Without the Law fin was . 
dead, The Law is ſaid to quicken lin, 
not perſe, out of the intention ot the Law, 
but by accident and axtiperiſtaſis, exciting 
and provoking that ſirength which was in fin 
before, tho undiscern'd, ahd lefs operative : 
as the preſence of an enemy doth actuate aud 
call-f6rth that malice, which lay habitually in 

the heart beforc. 
II. 1 Cor-7.3 1.The Faſhjon of this world paſe 
eth'eway. oxFua,the figure,intimating that there 
n 15 


| 


- 
= " 0 


is nothing of farmyeſs, or ſolid conſiſtency in 
the Creature : it is but a ſurface, and outlide, 
an empty fbew ; all che beauty of it is Lute 
ohin deep. = 

II. Ephiq4-26. Be angry but fu noe. It 
is not a precept, but a ſpecch by way of Cou- 
eeſion, or ſuppoſition. 1t through your in- 


firmity, you be overtaken with anger. do not 
harden the- Paſſion into an habit : let note 
ſpark become a flame, 


The Eleventh Meeting. 
| x 


I Ph.4.30- Whereby ye are ſealed. 

You are (aid to be ſealcd by the 

Spirit, becauſe that ſpiritual ho» 

lineſs, Which is in the word, is faſhioncd into 

your hearts, as the image of the ſeal in the 
WAX» 

11-Eph.2.2.Te walksd according to the comrſe 

of this World: Such are example, cuſtome, 


'good intentions, mercy taken without condi- 


tions, Pleading frailty of nature, we are all 
men , th: beſt have their infirmities z diſtinCti- 
ons, extenuations,cvalions,and ſuch like. 

I1I, Col.2.38. Beware leſt any man ſpoil yore 


D 4 through 
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throtgh Philoſophy und vin dectit's Learning 
it {elf rs an honourable and noble endowment, 
It's recorded for- the glory of- Mſex that he 
, was Learncd in all the Wildome of the E2yps 
tians. But 'corruption is apt toturnlcathing 
into leaven, to infect the heart” with -pride;, 
which hcing arm'd and ſeconded with Wit, 
breaks out into perverſe diſputes. | 


B. 


IF Im 6-17. Godgives us all things 

Þ © richly to exjoy. This impurtes 
a delightful , ſweet , orderly uſe of them; 
which is the fruit of the Goſp:1] promiſes, 
Wicked men have a lawful intereſt, poſſ:ſhon, 
and uſe of theni, but all this doth not'reach to 
a fruition. 

I. Hebr.11.1- Faith is the ſubſtance of things 
hyped for. Faith gives being and preſent (ub- 
{iltency to things far diſtant from as makes 
thoſe things which in regard of natural 
cauſes are very remote, in regard of: Gods pro- 
miſes to ſecm nigh at hand. | 
 'HI, Hebr-12.2. Looking uhto Jeſus. We 
mult not alwayes caſt our eye to theclog : 
but luok unto him that camcarry us thorow 
all difficulties : 'Look what he did, what cox- 
' #radiion he endured; look what. he promiſes, | 

| R 2 
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Pl victory. c over out lufts, and a crown; after | 
vieory.. 


C wtf; 

L N-2.9,17- The Tr:e of Knowledge of 

o good and evil. So called, becauſe it | 
fignihcd unto them, thats newwhite they 
ſtood upon terms of Obcdience with their 
Creator, they knew nothing but goad, ſo, at 
what time foever they did trangreſs his Com- 
mandment, they ſhould begin to know evil 
alſy. Not but they bad an intellezl kggws 
ledge of it before (Redium eft index fret ob- 
liqni)but that till then they had never feloany 
evil, they never had any Experimental knqw- 
ldge of it. 

li. 1 Cor,?.10s Ar a wiſe Meter -builder 
I have laid the foundation, Great. Scholars 
pollibly may think, that ic fiandeth, xot fo 
well with their credit to ſtoop ſo low; and 
ſpend time, in teaching the praxciples of. the 
doctrine of Chriſt : but they ſhould 
theſe words of the great Apoſlle : That the 
laying of the foundation Skiltylly,asit is the 
matter of greateſt importance in the whole 
building, {o it is the very Maſter Shag the 
builder. 

Iik. Ezech.18.30. Make you 6 chai 


L 
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Ta another places A ew heart will I give you. 


How do theſe conſiſt? He commands us todo, 
what he promiſes todo himfelf; to teach us, 


that tis the Work of. his Grace, which we 


mrnſt not reftſt when tis offer'd. Jlle facit, 
wt fios faciams qua precepis. Auguſtin. | 


ak. 4 = — _——— YL" . 5% {4 ©," aa 


The Twelfth Meetings 
=# 


\f Atth. 6.11» Give us this Day 
onr Daily bread. By ſaying, 


Give ws, wea<knowledge that it 


% . js from God : but when we call it oxys, we 


thew how God gives it :- namclyin the uſe of 
means. For bread is ours,- not only in the 
right of the promiſe, but by ſervice, and quict 
working in an orderly calling. 

IT. Hebr.6.: 9g. We have hope, as an an- 
chor of theſoul» We have no reaſon to hope 
for any thing, whichis not promiſedznor upon 
other conditions, then as promiſed. Where- 
fore, hope is compared to an anchor ſure and 
Ntedfaſt; beeauſe 1t muſt have ſomething of 
firmneſsand ability to faſten upon, betore it 


can ſecute the ſoul in any tempett. To hope | 


without a promiſe, or otherwiſe then it 
| {tands, 


Communicating, Ke,” 43” 
ands, is but to let an anchor hang in the 
water, or catch in a wave; and thcreby toex- 
ſped ſafety to the Veſſel. | 
IT. 1 Joh.4.20. He that loverth not bis 
brother whem be bath ſeen, &c. How can he 
abide the Sz» of righteouſneſs and the (plcn- 


dor of his holineſs, who cannot endure or 


eelight in a ray of holineſs in his Brother, be- 
ing of the ſame nature and paſhons witti 
him ? | 


B, 


fe 2 Et. 144. Parteher of the divine 14> 
ture, It notes two things. 1» 
a participation cf the divine Holineſs which 
s communicated to us by our union with 
Chriſt, 2. A participation of the divine 
Bleſſedneſs which is here begun, and ſhall be 
compleat in the beatifical vition ot God. . 
[1. Pf. 110. 3+ The dew of thy birth is of 
theqpomb of the morning. The prophet in'pal» 
fion'of joy miſplaceth his words. The right 
order is : Thy birth frem the Womb is as the, 
morning dew, which watercth and refrcſheth 
the whole carth , not Gideoxs fi. ece alone, not 
he 7ewes only- | 
[1]. Co'.2, 3 In bim are bid the treaſures - 
of Wiſdome. Not, that they may not —_” 
ut 
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but that they may be ſought, Chriſt hath wiſ< 
dom as a Kings Treaſurer hath riches , as a 
iDiſpenſer of it to the friends and ſervants of, 
his Fathcr,. 7 


C. 


I. yOh1-16- Of bis frlneſs have we all re- 
J ceived, and Grace for Grace. Chriſt 
was tull, not as a Vcſc], but as a fountain, and 
as a Sun, to communicate untous, And as a 
"child in generation receiveth from his Parents 
member for member; ſo in regeneration , 
Chriſt is fully formed in you, and you receive 
in ſome mealure- and proportion Grace for 
Grace : there is uo Grace in Chriſt appertain- 
thg.to general SanQtification, which is uot 1n 
ſome degree faſhioned in you. 
_ '11. Joh.3-17. 4 came xot to condemn the 
World, This was no motive or impulſive 
cauſe of my Coming, though it were an ac+ 
cidental event , coniequent , and emergency 
thereupon, So-.is-Chrift a rock of offence 
Rom.g 33- Set for the fsll of many. Luk-2» 
| W777 Eph. 4- 44 One body and one Spirit- 
The Spirit of Holines was Chilts, jere 
proprio., and he was Full of Grace : his 
members have the Spirit derived to them 
| from 
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from their head ; the ſame Spirit in truth, 
but not in. the fame meaſure of Grace. ' * 


Lemma ___dtlilld 
Oc —_—— 


The Thirteenth Meeting « 
A. 


fe 0 Or. 2.14, The natural man'per® 
e ( | cieveth nq# the 4hings of the 
{ A Spirit, &7, The 'word 4dy# 
:& doth properly {ignific ayimalic;Theanimal 
m4 15 luch ane, 2s 'gives himlelfup ro the 
govermentot his inferior tacultits: acarnet 
tenſual man :46-that he is fear bs 


man ot rca{on, that he is moft/irratiorial.Sugh 
a man recieveth xot the things of God: he being 
drown:d in ſenſuality cannot reliſh ſuch 
things, 4,e. while he remajrs fo. They are 

F 


irunallyAiſcerncd. i.e. by Vintucof atuſfſhe 
Inciple, then that which is predoininafit in 
thi> man. Meti: catinot-recerve the things of 


Gods Spirit,till by the aflifiance thereof, their 


reaſon hath Tegained its authority, zid be able 


0 keep under their bruitiſh affe&fons. ''*" 


11. Deut. 1 $41, &c, 1f there ariſe mg 


"you 4 Propher, Sc. From this' paſſage, t 


two things are 'plainly to be'gathered. x, 
That we arc tO'conlidet-the.dodtrine it (elf, 
before 
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before we believe it.to be of God, as well as 
the means of its confirmations! 2+ That God, 
for certain reaſons, may ſuffer wonders to be 
wrought, i.e. ſuch things as no man can give 
account hqw they ſhould be cttccqed by natu- 
tal means, for the confirmation of a falle 
dodrine. | 
[1]. RoMegeg. Jam. 2+23. ASS. Pal prove 
ed what bc dcſmgned, by ſhewing that Abre- 
bam was jaſtitied by Faith without the works 
of the Law 3 fo S: Fames proveth his deſign 
by ſhewing, that the Faith Abrabam was ju- 
fied by, was ſuch as difcover'd it (elf by O- 
bedience to Gods commands ; and inſtanceth 
in the higheſt. a& of obedieuce too, viz- his 
offcring /ſaac uponthe Altar. 


B, 


I. TyHil.3.9- Not baving my own righteouſ- 

I neſs,$c- He means that which' conſiſted 
in the obſervance ofthe Jewiſh Law:which he 
calleth his own, as being that which before his 
converſion he gloried in. or, which he ob» 
fain'd by his owns natural power conſiſting 
in meerly external pettformances. To which' 
he oppoſeth. the Righteouſneſs which is of Gad 
by Faith : jc, the rightcoufnels of the new 
creature, wrought in him by GodsHoly "_ 
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and is an effc or fruit of believing Chriſt's 
Go ſpel. | 

11. Phil.3.10. That I may know bim, &c+ 
i. e, experimentally, in railing me up to new» | 
nels of life, and in killing and mortifying all 
my corrupt aft: ions. k 

ITL Rom... 5+ God juſtifies the ungodly. 1. 
e. thoſe that were once ſo; before, not at 
the ſame time when they are juſtified. , For, 
to ſay that God can pronounce a perſon juſt 
and righteous, that is'unjuſt and argues 
15 a contradiGion to his own rightequl- 
neſs 3 and makes him to pronounce a falſe ſe- 
tence; and to do that which himſelf hath des 
clared an abomination, Prove 745. | 


C. 


L Om. 3. 28. A max is juſtified by 
Faith, We ſhall find that juſtfica- 

tion, or remiſſion of fins, is ſometimes aferib» 
& to other Vertues as well as to faith: but 
then they are underſiood either in ſo.general 
{ſenſe a« to include Faith, or as ſuppoſing it, 
| As, A.3.1 9. toconverſion and repentance; 
to forgivncls of Treſpaſſcs, Matth. 6.14. to' 
ſhewing mercy , Matth.5.7. to works, or 
fincere Obedience, Fam. 2. 24+ But whereas 
Jutjification is molily attributed to Faith, the 
ICHe 


- 
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reaſon- is, becauſe all other Graces are Virta- 
ally contained in it ; and that is the principle 
rom whence they are derived. -* 

* JI 'Rom: 4.22. It was imputed t» him for 
R3gbteoufneſs. His Faich Cvhich we know 


% 


fame account with God , taoyi edn; it was 
reckoned (as im two Verſes of this Chapter 
It is tranflated) or it was valued by God zt aq 
highs rate, a*if "it were compleat righteouls 
no Chrift's ?mpnte4 right ovnets, or the 
utation of Chriſts'righteouſnels is not to 
b -found in all the Bible, It may b-allowed 
inthis notion': That thofe which are ſincerely 
righteous, and from an inward living, princs- 
h allow themfclves in no known tm, nor in 
the ncgledq of any known duty ( which is to 
be truely Evangelicall; righteous )ſhall be dealt 
with' and rewarded, Ts and throoghCFrifh, 
a5if they were prrfetfy ſo. 

HT. Phil. 2:13. Pork, &c. For it is God 
which ' worketh itt you, &c. The Apdſite here 
'reconciles the EA ek of Gods Gace with, 
-and frewes the indilperiſablenels of mens cy- 
deavoirs, making:Gods readincls towork'm 
us w, w#ll by his preventing graec, and to 
by his affitting, a- motive to us to wotk out 
Our own ſalvation. 


The 


was not idle but very oper»tive) was of rhe 


OB =4121>5o 5 ov © 


- 
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- The Foxrteemt Meetings, 
| A, ; 


"© E£b:$.10: [1 will put my Law into 
. their bearts, &c. | It cannot be 3 1 
1. will do all tor them, they needYo. 
nothing ab all, This would makeall the pre 
cepts of the Goſpel infigniticant. Neither 
an this be the ſenſe : 4 will ſancihe their na- 
tyges, and fo cauſe them to keep my Laws 
without their coocurrenge in that aq :Rut, I 
will afforg them ay grace andſpirit, whereby 
they. co- operating therewith, and ndt being 
wiltujly wanting co. themſelves, ſhall be en+ 
abled fo to do,Or,I will do all that reaſonable” 
Ceatuggs £40 xcaſonably expe from me, to» 
ward the. writing of my Laws in their hearts, 
| 1. Heb.8.11-. Aud they ſpall not teach e- 
rery max bis neighbour, &c> ,1.c. Thexe ſhall 
beno need of {uch pains in teaching men how 
they muſt obey the Lord, and what they, wn 
to{do, as'un ler] che {Law, of: Moſen(which 
conſiſted in Obſervatiqus that were only good 
becauſe commanded.) hut the Preccptsnow 
- ſhall be tound wyitten in every mans 

rt 3, 66 that, none need be ignorant of hat 
| E "M 


0» Hh Mann 


ned for the ſubſtance of it, that will Cl 


conſult the dictates of their own nature, 


I. Gal-3.'5- The law was. added be b 


cauſe of travſyre on, &c, The Jewiſh and 


anc 


Moſaical law (in a ftri& ſenſe ) wasnot given 
2S. any new condition, whereby they were to 
attain to the-promifesz but they Mould; il 
they were fulfilled. be reſtrained and kept un- 
wer diſcipline, backt on by temporal reWard 
3hd. puniſhments. | 


as wal $17 F B. | a 1314 
| — 2460 
" Om. $i Ning ratified by Faith, 
Faith pur”for thedodrine of Faith, 
quits as an inſtrgorn(as the Lawicondemn- 
eth_)'as it contain$**the Covetant of Grick, 
and* holdeth forttipardon to ſmners. 'Faith, 
as it Hnifies the Vettue or daty of Eaith, jus 
ftifics £- it 15 the” x#dition of the new Cove 
want,” 'whettin frgivenels of tm'is offer'd, 
God the Father fsthe principle efficient cauſe, 
ſus Chriſt f _ MEriorions enulc of Jufti 
f-atlon. + Poa 
te arm, 4 «t 2h Otenſe your bands) ye F wners, 
The ture” feency one while to give all to 
GH thee work'of regeneration and conver 
lidn, and” another ' white-to make it wholly 
webs * wit a&t-* To reconcile” the places 


1: 


[ Clenſe | 
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ME cleyſt you—" Twill ClenſeT we muſt goin 3 
;iddle way- T mean, that where God ſpeak® 
» bis if be did allin this great work, we arc t© 
d Fudge, that he ſuppoſcth mens endeavours 3 
2 [and where he ſpeaks as if men were to do all> 
d fthat he fuppoſeth the concurrence and aſ®* 
| IGtance of his own grace. 
It. Jam.1-26. He that ſeemeth to be Ritz» 
$ [giv 61d bridleth not bis tougue, that mans Ree 
igion is vain» May we- not juftly fear upon 
' Ihe account of the reviling 'and cenfuri 
' {even their ſuperiors too) not a fewof the 
| Godly party ({o called) are guilty of, that they* 
« (are a9 better than mecre pretenders to Relie 
\ | gion, as great a profeſhon'as they make of it. 


8 C- 


|. F Am. 2: 24. 4A man it juſtified by works, 
| J 21d nt by Faith ogly, ) 'As works 
| fignifie fineert Obedience to Chriſts Goſpel; 
| we cannbt adconnt; it- any ſeandal tohavett 
| aid of us; that we hold Juſtification by wot ks« 
Why ſhould any man be more ſhy of acxnow- 

| ledging this than St. Fames. Nor necd we fo 
|} mince it, as to fay that Faith juſtifieth our 
| perſon, and works our Faith : for underftand» 
g Works, for a Working Faith, our perſons 
(is evex they be) muſt be jultificd by chem» 
E 2 ws 


$4 _ Three Miniſters - 
Wwe. muſt not give the Papiſts. occafion to 
thipk, we have a flight epinjon of good | 
Works. 

« I. Ezeck-18. As T Ie yes the Lord, | 
Altho God profc ſeth kindnafs to all men, 
ang. faith, nay. ſweareth too, that he willeth 
not the death of ſinners, but had rather they 
would turn; from their wickedneſs and w; 
yet,: according to the doQtrines of ſome 
this is but adcclaration of his Volzntas figni 
The-like to,,which. ſhould one affert com, wh 
cexning any honeſt man, he would think uy nc 
{@t. not alitcle rcpioached. 

.;3H. Joh.3.17» God ſent not his Son 3 Fu. od 
the World v0, conderzn the World. If _the dos 
Qrine of abſoJute Reprobation be ttue, our Þþ 
Saviours coming was £0 aggravate the Cons þ 
demnation of the generality of men (which hay 
would be.tax more properly called the World, fit 
then,.a very few). for: fob Cons ia lm, ſhct 
who - never dy'd fox them, {9 Si as tO pub kno 


them 1 into a /a pol ilicy of Hy , Pn 


i 


VI 23 


' Communicating, &c, 53 


T —_—_— — — 


nag 'F 


q The fifteenth Mectings 
nt. wy A. 
| 


l 


L FE gave himſelf for a ranſome fir mw/ = 


þ H xy : for the Yulgus, or multitude 
g 
of 


, of the people. Sothe word woaxe? 
which 15 -rendred many doth among theGreeks 
* moſt commonly fignifie. And St. Pal faith, 
We gave himſelf a ranfome 
y od did taſte death for ever | 
» ind that he 1; the Saviour of all nizn, though 
f Epecially of thole that believe. And be (ad - 
» By bewailed mens not coming that rficy might 
t have life 3 aud wept over, Jeruſalem for Fer 
4 ſbſtinate perſiſting in unbelief, and moſt pa- 
 Fhctically with tears wiſhed , that ſhe had 
$ finown, in that her day, the things that be- 
4 Jonged to her peace. - 

1þ 1L. 2 Tim.3+2+ Men ſpall be lovers of them- 
Fetter, prezd, covetons, &c, In this and other 
' Places where mens fins are forctold, inftead of 
; all, we may put w#/l. The ſhalls make thoſe 
| Places look as if they contain'd declarations 
$ bf delires, whereas wills would make them 
t rſt Gghc to appear that they contain onely 
nediQions and expreſſions of Gods force 
3: knowledge 
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| Kknowledze, that men would commit Tuch and} 1 
ſuch fins, not of his 1/311 and-purpoſe tha 
they ſhould. | | 

1:1. Rom'i9-13+ Facob have T loved, and 
Eſau have Thated. This is a quotation out\of t! 
Malachy 1.3. Where Eſa#*s perſon wasngt 
ipcken of, but by Eſa. his poſterity, the 
"mits arc underſtood, He meant no gre 
that he leſs loved them than the I{rachir 
'or was not fo kind to-them, as he-w#t 
theſe. Or, we may conceive, that by bet 
is to be underſiood very ſeverely puniſhing 1 
which wasaſfter their wicked and moſftunnf \ 
tural behaviour toward their brethren, an} h 
upon that account. See Obads 10. Nolf ii 
what was ſaid to Rebecca, that tro Nating j| 
were in her Womb. And, Eſa in hisow ft 


perſon did never ſetve Facob, * p 
a 

| B, 0 

| . 

I. Om.g: 15. 1 will have mercy on wi «n 


I will bave mercy, ie. I will befic 
my kindneſs where / pleaſe, without givi! 
account toany one, And therefore Godm 
juftly accept. Gentiles to his ſpecial favour, 
idolatrous and wicked*as generally they 
(for he 15 not obliged to damn all that def 'P 4 
it) and caſt off his ancient -people the Jew} 1 


\ > | 
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at his pleaſure, as firi®t obſervers as they are © 
one Law, they being diſobedient to angther* 

Il. . Rom.9g.16+ So ben it is.not of bim that © 
wilketh &&ce i.e, From thence it 18 evideat, 


| that this mercy and favour of Gad is not the 


deſert and prerogative of thoſe that with great 
Zeal aſpire to it, but in a wrong way,'4e, 
by the Moſaical performances,as the J-ws do 
(See v.3 1-3 2+) but to be had from the Free- 


1 Gracc =p mercy of God by Jeſus Chrift. 


II. Rom.ge.17, For this ſame purpaſe bave 


nf 1raiſed thee up. Heb. [ have made thee ſtayd. 
a} Vulg» ſujtentavi te. Pharoah having haxda'd 


his own. hcart, God at length ſaith concern= 


y ing him that he would harden his heart in his 


juſt judgment,z.e.do th at which he would bez 

na hardn'd by : and addes, that ke would 
preſentlycut him off, but that he preſerved bim, 
and raiſed him out of great dangers, for no 
other end but to make him an cxample of his 
jul indignation againſt pbdurate rebells in the 
more ſignal and illuſtrious manner. 


CG. 


Om. 9.13. Whom be will be. hardueth, 
We are not to underſtand any 


L 


1 ation of his, whercby he putteth wickedneſs 


ict9 men , or intends, and increaſeth. that 
E 4 which 


36 Three Miniſters © - 
which" is already ' in ther: for then wonld' 
he 'be the Author of fin; which to affert is 
the higheſt blaſphemy : Neither Gods with» 
drawing all manner of ncce\fary helps wheres | 
by finners may be mollified : bur no more 
than his doing fach things to wicked men, 
which arenot in their own nature, but acciden- 
tally,through thcir wickednels the occaſion of 
turther hardnirg. And ſoand no other- 
wiſe, he did harden the Jews , nay,- chiefly 
were they hardn'd by the divine forbearance. 

Il. V.20. Who art thou that replieſt a- 
gainft God? As for his dealing 1n ſuch amanner 
with you, as that yow become by that means 
more hardned, and averſe to obcy his Goſpel, 
you may thank your felvesfor it, and there» 
tore have no cauſe to obje& againſt Gods 
juſtice. *T1s long of your own wickedneſs 
that you become more hardened by any of his 
providendes. | 

HI. Rom. 9-22. The Veſſels of wrath fit- 
- ged to deſiruttion. They are ſuch as the Apo» 
file faith,God endured with much long ſutter- 
ing z and therciore they were not made fo 
by any abſolute decree of his, but made them- 
ſelves ſo by their wilful and free-ſinnings 
For what Jong-ſuffering can it be, to bear 
with he fins of thoſe that could never 
have poflibly been avoided ? The Apoſtle here 
42 i aſlerts 
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afferts not any other reprobation of the Jevys, 
then that, which wilful reprobation- of the- 
Mefſtas was the cauſe of. ' Gods purp-/ſe t6 
caſt them off, ſo far as that they ſhould beho 
more a diſtin& nation or þody politick, was 
unchangeable: not; thatnone'of them ſhould 


ome to eternal falvation. 


8 —_——_ — — 


The ſixteenth Meetings 
A. 


_— 


I. WeEr. 10. 23. The way of man is fot in 

bimſelf. Our purpoſes fink and fail 
almoſt as ſoon as they are up, In 
matters of jndifferency, and ſometimes in 
thole of the greateſt Concernment; we think 
we reſolve, when we do but think; And 
what ſtrength hath (ouch a thought againſt a 


friend and importunity; | 
[1. Fam-1. 16. Err not] Menare prone toer» 


ror, Hence it is, that God 1s made more 


cruel then man, and yet more merciful than 
he is : That men are Saints, and yet the Law 
impoſfible: That imputed righteouſneſs is 
all, when we have none of our own? That 
our Elc@&ion may be ſure, tho we do not 
make it ſo : That Chriſtian liberty is ſer looſe 

| againſt. 
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againft Chriſt himſelf, That God is brought | 


ia to do himſelf what he doth command: 
That Grace is miraculous and irrcliftible, 
GC "= ” 
HI. AQ.4+12. Tolle Auguſtinum de cauſa, 


Take away the names of Auguſtin, of Luther, 


of Calvin, and Arminixs , for they are but 


names, not arguments. There is but oxe 


name by which we muſt be faved : and his 
name alone muſt have authority and prevall 
with us, who is the Author and finiſher of our 
Faith. We may honour others, and give un- 
to them that which is theirs; but we muſt not 
deifie them, nor pull Chriſt out of his throne, 
toplace them in his room. 
B. 
F. Atth,5:9. Bleſſed are the yeact-makeys. 
It was as wiſe counſel as coulJ have 
been given to thoſe who ſate to ſolye knotty 
doubts, arid todetermine controverſies in Re- 
ligion in the Council at Dort,and it wad given 
by a King, and it would haye made good his 
motto, (tiled him a peace-makergtho there had 
been nothing elſe to contribute to that title 3 
Pavciſſima defimienda, quia pauciſſima neceſſa« 
ria, That they ſhould not be toobuſic and 
earneſt in defining and determining many 
, thivgs, 


LINM 
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things, becauſe ſo few were neceſſary. 


Queſtions in Divinity are like meats in this: - , 


The more delicate and fubtil they are, the 
looner they putrific. 

IT, -1 Cor.15.43. Ido not cnquire, how 
the body, that ſhall riſe, can be the'ſame 
numerical body with that which did walk 
upon the carth: it is enough for me to 
know, that #t is ſown in diſhour, and ſhall 
be raiſed in Glory ; And my bulinels is toriſe 
with Chriſt here, and make good my 
part m this firſt reſurre&ion , for then Iam 
* ſecure, and necd not to extend my thoughts 
ro the end of the world to ſurvey and come 
prehend the ſecond, at 

HT, Fude 3. It were to be wiſht, that men 
would in Scripture-phraſe ſpeak of the. a&? | 
of God (as in Jufiification) and not feek out +» 
divers inventions, which do not edifice, but 2 
many-times ſhake and rend the Church in - 
pieces, and lay the truth it ſelf open tq re- | 
proach : which had triumphed Gloriouſly os< 1 
ver Error, bad men contended, not for their 
own inferences and deduQions: for that Coms. 
men Faith which was once delivered to- the; 
$aints, 4 


% 
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; 1Gp 
L. A41.5-6. What profit is it buſily to cn- 
quire, whether the nature of: Faith, 
by which weare julificd, confiſtethin an ob+ 
{&quious afſent, or ina more fiducial appre- 
henfion of che merits of Chriſt ; whether it 
be an ipſtrumcnt, or conditionz when I may 
ſeek and reſt upon this, which every cyc muſt 
. needs fce, That it muſt not bea dead, but a 
Faith working by Charity ; Which is the Jan- 
guage of Fairh, and demonftratcth her to be 
\ alive. My /tcep bear my voice, faith Chriſt - 
 Axze, d*%,% oviala (aith Baſil, They hear and 
* Qbcy; and never. diſpute or ack. queſtions : 
&. they taſte and not trouble and mud thar clear 
Water of life, Men talk of Faith and the 
- power of it, and:are worlc than infidels; of 
| Juſtification , and pleaſe themſclyes in un- 
' righteouſneſs 3 of Chrilts ative Obedience, 
and; dre to every gaod work Teprobate 3 
- of his. paſſive Obedience, and .deny ,him 
| when they ſhould utter for him 3 of the in- 
conſiſtency of Faith and good works in their 
| Juſtification,and ſet them at as great a diſtance 
:1n their lives and converſations. 
| 3 TT. Gal-5.24+. Certainly it would be more 
fe tor us, and more worthy our calling, to 
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be diligent and fincere in that which-is plainly. 
_t 3 fo believe, and in the firength and 
power of that Faith # crwcifie oxr;fieſh with 
the affe@ ions.and luſts, then to be drawing out 
of ſchemes and meaſuring, out the ationsand, 
operations of God. For then our work is 
done, and all Gods pramiſes are Tea aud FUR 
and -fal} cloſe with the performance of air 


© -. 


duty. 


* -_ 


if 
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# 
As 
. f " 


\ _.' Ev.2.10. All art ;and;endeavour 
"2 - hath becn uſed by many, to'make 

A themſclyes great. ,on carth 3 the 
one half of, which might have wrought oat 
a crown for them in a better place. - For that 
may be had if we will, and it webe Faith- 
full 


F 
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fel tb the death jt will fff npon', our 
heads. x = HO 
HH. 7 Cor. 2,7. Rom, i 6.25." We (peak 
faith S. Paw!, the Viſdome of God in' a myfite 
yy, the hidderfWiſdome, and the Golptt is the 
rivelar3on of that myſtery. And if it be reveal» 
ed, itis no longer hidden : if it be known, as 
fabas it is krfown it isnot a myſjery': And 
if it were yet a hidden myſtery it could 
not "concern - us/3\ becauſe that can have 
no "fluence upon our will which ?yeild- 
&thno'light at allto our nnderftanging}  My- 
fierſts whitn they are hidden artto'ris v3 no- 
thing 1 know 'now 16 myfterics in Divinity: 
fortit is agreed on all hands, that whatfpever 
isneeeffary to the end 5x perfpicuons artd'ngked 
to the uvderſtanding. I may (ay, mhyts- 
cal Divinity is an art of teaching nothing, of 
moving, and ſtanding ſtill ; an art of filling 
men with empty ſpeculations. 

II. Job.12.2c. When power ſpeaks, eve- 
ry mouth muſt be ſtbpped, Logick hath no 
linewes, an argument no ftrength, Aytiquity 
no authority, Councils may cre hen 
wete but Children, alt Churches muſfficÞ to 
one, and the firlt- Age be taught by thela(t : 
Speech #5 taken away from the crafty, ard under- 
flanding from the aged. © YL Og 
x bz ? DAWG 


oh B; 
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Sal.4 9-20. We were enemies to God, 

fallen from our firſt honour , and 
made like the beaſts that periſh. But now, 
by Chriſis aſhmilation to vs we are made 
like unto God ; we are exalted by his hamis 
lation, - raiſed by his defcent, magnihed by 
his minoration. 

II. Heb,i1:'17, Wherefore in all things 
it beboveth bim to be made like unto bis bre* 
thren. 'Each anſwereth ocher : '*Chrilt made 
like -unto men”: and again, Men made like 
unto him, ſo like that” they are brethren 
Chriſt made like in all things, which fill vp 
the office of a Redeemer 3 and men made 
like unto God in all things, which may 
be requited at the hands of thoſe who are 
Redecmed.' '' There' is a kind of Convertchs 
ty in thae_terms, Chriſt ad! his Brethren, 
Chriſt like unto his brethren, and theſe bfe- 
thren like ugte Chriſt, Chri# if ours, al 
we are Chriſts. 1 Cor-3+23, &J 

Ih Pfal:52.9- Lay us in' the baltance, 


We are higher thn Jankey i it ſelf, erdqs; es 
i, 


f 


Tees, Men fallen below the Condition of 
Lame and” itnpotent , '#6t' able to 


one ſtepin the wayes of Glory,” Living dead 
Mcn- 
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men. Whowillnow ſtand up for us * Who 
| but he, who & the Captain of ourſalvation« 
Hcb:3.10. 
r? p F . 


c. 


|? p Sang Ke "The Captain of our: falvation 

£. is the true Son of God begptten -voc 
made 3 .the brightneſs of the Father, ftxcam» 
mg from him as light from light; - his Image, 
nat. accordivg,.to hishumare oatue, but ac- 
cording to his diyine; the, Impge.and Gbas 
rsTer, not of apy qualitics.in God, but of his 
perlon 4, the true ftamp of his. lubſtance » ber 
"gatten as brightneſs. trom the light, as the 
character from che type, as the: word from the 
ming : which, yes du not fully declare him- 
Bus enayrabit?. Who ſhall declare his generatis 
0B. . The; manger .i5, known nnly to the Fa+ 
ther, who-begas, and to the Son whois be- 
gotten. Thy. Faith: is thy honour; a great 
taygqur it 15. that: thou art taught! to .be- 
Vevc that he js the etexnal begotten Son of 
.WI-: Job 1: 1.4. The Word wai' migde ſh, 
As the foul aud body, tho aſe 130 yah 


tlrcs, grow juto, one man; ſo.did the God" 
heal oft 


Me, the. an- hood withont confuli» 
on.of the natures, of giliitiqion of the perſons. 
5 "They 


- 
«. 
— — 


——_ -— yy 4 2M UC, wi 
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They are united as the Sz and light, as a grafy 
toa Plant: As in a fiery Sword there are rwy 
ditin&naturcs,. the fire and the ſword ; tw 
diftin& ads, to cut and to burn; and twO 
diſtin effects. cutting and burning z from 
whence arileth one common effe&, to cut 
burning, and to burn cutting, This muſt-be 
ralted cum gr2#0 ſalis, and faloned witha fo- 
ber application. 'For there is ſome reſembs» 
lance, but great diſproportion, 

Ill. 1 Pet-1.12, The 4ngels themſelves 
thoſe ſecond lights, wax dim with admiration, 
and their holy defire is toſtoop and bow down 
and1 ook, into this myſtery. All the repreſtn- 
tations the wit of man can find out, cannot 
expreſs it, but they leave us{ftill in our gaze 
and wonder, whilltt the menxer of it.is hid 
from our eyes, Thoſe beaſts which came too 
.near to this mountain, this high myſtery, were 
ſtrucken throuzh with a dart, and (iaggerd in 
the very attempt, 
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Te Eighteenth Meeting. 


A. | 
\® F': 5. 29 Search the Scriptures; : 


"fr they are they that teſtifie of Chrilt. þ 
' They teſtifie that he was God bleſſed 


on , 
% 


for evermore : That rthat word which was God N 
was alſo made fleſp: That he was the Soy of : 
Ged and the Son of man. The manner how the 6; 


ewo dift nt natures arc united is unſearch- py 
able and unfordable : and the knowledgeof | - 
it, if oux narrow underſtanding could recieve |: 
it, would not add one hair co our ſtatnre 
2nd growth in Graee. That Chrift is God 
and man; that the two natures are united in 
the Perfon of thy Saviour and Mediator, ise- 
nough.for thee to know, and to raiſe thy nas 
ture up to him. 

FI. Joh. 17. 24. Father,, I w#l that they 
wham tb hit given mc(and he gives him none 
but thoſe who are I:ke him) be where [ am, 
H-aven' hath reczived him , and it wilt 
r:cieve none but _ thoke who ardike him, 
holy as he is Holy. juſt as he 3s juſt, le 
ble as he is humble: not thoſe that name 
hm; not thuſe who fet his nam: to 
hes 
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| their fraud, to their malice, to their perju- 
xy, £0 their oppreſſion; not thoſe many Anti» 
Chriſts, whoſe whole lite is a ContxadiQtion to 
him. | At A 
Ill. In the volumn of the book it 
is written of him, and in the fame volumn 
we ſhall find it written ot us, that we. 
ſhould 4» Gods will, and bave bis Law in out 
leartss, And in this, as in other things, 
6ur firſt thought, ſhould be what will become 
us. An humble Chriſt, and a proud Chri- 

flian s an Obedient Chriſt, and a traiterous 

Chriſtian; Chriſt faſting, and q Chriſtian ris 
ding, #0# bene conveninnt, there is no decorum 

n it, nothing but abſurdity and incongruity« 


1,T Uk.16. Is it neceſſary tobe rich? Be+ 
4 huld Dives in hell, and Lazarus in. 
Abrahams boſom. Is it neceflary to be no» 
ble ?Not many noble are choſen: Is it neceflary 
0 be learned ? Where is the Seribe? where is 

*e Diſputer of this World ? 1 Cor. 1» 
I, Plal. 72.1 $8. When we ſay, He only cau 
wondroys works When in ail humility 
' Pe acknowledge, that he can do more than 
7 can think 3 that he can uphold us when 
© ary ready to fall, enrich us in our poverty, 
Fis ſtrengthen 


| 
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firengthen- us in weakneſs, lupply us with all 
neceſſary means and' encouragements in this 
Tacez when we believe and relye on it, that 
he can tread downall our enemies, and bind 
Satan in chains 3 that he is able to immorta. { 
Iize our fleth, to raiſe us out of the duſt and 
{ct us inheavenly placesz we need not ſet our 


Songs and Hallelujahs toa highernote. 


1. Rom. 8-32. He that {pared not bis owy 
$91, Sec. He that giveth his Son; will alſo give 
ſalvation: And he that giveth falvation, will 
give-all things that may work it out. It x 
impoſſible ic ſhould be otherwiſe, Chriſt com. 
eth 'not nakcd, but. clothed with bleſſings: 
He' cometh--not empty , but-with the riches 
ot Heavcn,the treaſures of wiſdom and happi- 
neſs : Chri:k cofneth - not alone, but with 
troops of Angels, with glorious promiſes and 
bleflings. ' Nay, to make it ucantwerable 4 [t 
ts his nzkedneſs that clotherh us, his poverty}! 


that enricheth- us; his no reputation that 
nobleth us, his minoration that maket 


we | 


ns great, and his-ex1nanition and emptying off «ita 
himſelf that filleth us, and bis being deli\cit 


uered for ns delivercth to us the poſſeſſion 
of all thing+. bw 


x 


Cl 


: 


Was 


C. 


L yOh.3-16. So God loved the world, &c. 
q ] Muſt the Son of God be delivered ? 

Love ſendeth him down. Charitas de celo de- 
miſit Chr#tum.- It was love that bowed the 
heavens, when hedeſcended. Muſt he ſuffer? 
Le nailed him to the crofs, and no power 
could do it but love. Muſt he be facriticed ? 
Love calleth it a baptiſme; and 15 ſtraitned ©2111 
the ſacrifice be ſlain. Muſthe dyc ? Muſt the, 


| Son of God dye? Love calls it 7$acwry 


hisperfetion. Hebe 2. 10. | 

I, Mark. 14+36- The bittcr ingredients, 
ſotlied up his Cup, that he made it his Pray- 
& to have it gaken ont of bis band. The corſi- 
dration of which truth induced ſome to con« 
ceive that {cuſe of pain had fo weakned his 


ty iatelleG dal faculties that he forgo: himi IE; 


0 


Non fuit hec meditats Chriſti oratis, Calv Buc 
we may trucly fay, Nox fait hec intcrpretis mc- 
ditata , oratio ; that would leave Wilſdome it 


bit without the uſe of it. . No quebion it. 


Was the language of a blceding heart, and the, 
relultance oft griets Tazre was no diſorder, 


no (ullengels ip It» 
| IN» Matth.24.39+ He prayed, Let this © 


Cop paſs from me ; Bat that was not, as ſome 
2 F think, 


bw, 
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think, the Cup of his Croſs and Paſſion | 


but the Cup of his agony. And in that pray- 
ex it is plain he was heard z For there appeared 


an Angel unto bim from beaven to firengtbenbim | 


Luk. 2 2«43 . 


—— —— © 


co 
- 
/ 


The Nineteenth Meetings 
A. 


Atth. 2744.60 I by haſt thou for- 
Ji ſcken me: God in'a manner for- 
ſook him, reſtrained his jnflu- 

ence, denied relicf, withdrew comforc, ſtood 
as it were a far off, and Ict him fight it out 
unto death, ; 

II. Tit.-3.4.We muft ſeek the true cauſe in 
the boſome of the Father,nay in the howels of 
hjs Son, and there ſee, why he was delivered 
for us written in his heart : It was granrh; a 
Tie, the love of God to mankind, Delexiſti me, 
Domine, pluſquam te, quando tori voluiſti pro 
me, Augult.Such a high eftecm'did he let upon | 


I. 


a Soul, which we ſcarce honour with | 


a thought but ſo live as it we had 
none. | 


IT. Efai.5 5.5. He was wounded for our & 


trangreſſions. Our fans 'nailed him to the 
| crols, 


© TT—T—C 


| 
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crols, which ziot anly crucifcd him inhis Hu- 
mility, but crucifice him fiill in his glory, now 
he Gieteth at the right hand of God,& pur him 
to ſhame tothe end of the world, Falſo de 
adeis querimur. Why complain we of the 
= malicze?or 7da9's treaton? or Pilar's in- 
juſtice? We, we arc they, who cruciticd the 
Lord of Life. Our treachery was the Judas 
which betray'd him : Our malice , the Jews 
which accus'd him : Our perjury, the falſe 
witneſs againſt him ; Our injuttice, the P3/zt 
that condemn'd him : Our pride icorn'd him: 
Our envy grinned at him ; Our Jaxury 
pare npon him, Our Coveteouſfncls (ld 
im. 


B. 


I. Om. 8. 32. For us all. All, not 

confidercd as cl&, or revrebate ; 
but "as men, as ſinners, | or that name: will 
take in all, for all hav? ſinned : {ome turn alf 
into fery, mike the FYorld not the world, and 
wheſcever no: whoſoever, but ſome certain 


men; ded, & whom they. pleale out "of all 


p:ople, nations, and out of Chriftendome it 
{:1f: Jeave ſome few with Chriſt upon the 
Croſs, whoſe perſons he beareth, whom they 
call the ele, and mean themlclycs, 


F 4 II. Joh. 


— 


- » Y o . 
, —- 

. 

_ 


_ fall upon him : The death of Chriſt js not ap® 
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Il. Joh.3.16. God ſo loveFthe World, 1,e* 
the Elec, ſiy they: They are the World; 
where it is hard tofind them, for they are 
called out of it. - And the beſt light we have, 
"which: is the Scripture, diſcoyercth them not \ 
unto us in that place. If the Elef be the 
World which God fo toved, then they are ſuch 
Ele& as may not believe ſuch ele as may 
periſh, and whom God will have perith jf 
they do not believe. F is truc, none have 
beneht of Chriſt's death but thc elect ; bat 
from hence it doth nat to:low that none might 
have had. 

IL. 1 Tim 4.10. God is the Saviour of all 
men, but eſpecially of them that belicue. All, 
if they belicve and repent and thoſe who 
are Obedient to the Goſpel, becauſe they do. 
The blood of Chriſt is poured forth on the 
Believer. and with it he ſprinkleth his heart, 
and is ſaved , the wicked trample it under 
their” fect and periſh. by £ 


Ce 


'J. 2. WYyEt 3:9. God would not that any 
| (bould periſh. In this all agree : 

both hold up the priviledge ot a believer, and 

leave the rod of the Stubborn impenitentto | 


plycd 


ney 
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plyed to all, (ay forme : It 3s wot for all, lay Os 


thers, . The Virtne of Chriff's meritorious p 2ſſion 
is not madenſe of by all, lay (ome. 1s was ne- 
ver intended that it ſhould, ſay ochers. The c- 
v:nt is the ſame: For-it it be not made uſe 
of and applyed, it is as it jt were not, as if it 
had never becn obtained. , 

[lt. Joh. 3-19, This is, the condemna- 


' tion that light cameinto the world, &c. The 
' Indians live at the very rifing of the Sun, 


yet their bodies areblack, and (warthy, and 
reſemble the night : So, many there be who 
live in the very region of light, wherc the 
beams fall uppn them hot and pure, and arc 
darted at their very eyes, and yet they remain 
the Children of darkneſs. Facit infidelitas 


' multorum ut Chrijtus uon pro omnibus moriatur, 


qui pro oxenibus mortuns et, Amb. Infidelity 
and impenitence are the worſt reſtricives,that 
contra& and (ink all into a few. | 
I'/, Heb.1.3- Chrift is the brightneſs of 
his glory. And 1t we do not{till Love darkoefs, _ 
and make it a pivilion round abouc us; he 
will. look upon us through this light, and look 
lovingly upon us with tavour and af. ion. 


The 
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The Twentieth Meeting. 
A. 


, 1 


" Or-3.21. All things are yurs, 
' when youare Chriſts, There 
is acivildominion and right 
to theſe things: and this we have jure Creati- 
onis, by right of Creation. For the earth is 
the Lords, and he hath given it to the Sons of 
men, And there is an evangelical dominion 
not the power of having them , but the 
power gt uſivg of them to Gods Glory; 
that chey may be a gift : and-this we have 
fure adetionis, by xight of adoption,'as tbe 
Sons of God, begotten in Chrift, 

IT. 2 Copr-4.4. St, Paul calls the Devil, 
the God if this World: and Worldings in cf. & 
make him ſo; Fox as if he had becn lifts 
ed up and mailed to the croſs for them, to him 
every knee doth bow : nor will they receive 
the true Meffias but in his ſhape: they conceiye 
him giving gifts, not ſpiritual but temporal, 
not the graces of the Spirit, hamility, mecks 
nc and Contentedneſs; but Silver and gold , 
making not Saints, but Kings upon the earth. 

HIT. 1 Cor.3.21. With Chriſt we have all 
things 
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zbings, which work to that end for which he 
was acliver'd. We have his commands, 
which are the pledges of his Love : We have 
his promiſes of immortality and c&rnal lite} 
He hath given Faith, to apprehend and re> 
ceive the promiſcs, and hope to lift us up 
unto-them : He hath given us his Paſtors tq 
teach us : He hath givcn us his Angels comis 
niſter unto us : He hath given us his Spiric 
and filled us with his Grace, it we will re- 
cieve it, which will make his commands 
which are now grievious, cakie y which may 
carry us on ina regulay and peaceable courſe 
of piety and obedience;all thoſe things we have 
with Chrift, | 


I, FNAl. 6. I amcrucified with Chriſt. Let 

[ us recieve Chriſt in his ſhame, 
in his Sorrow , in his Agony , take him 
hanging on the croſs; take bim,and take a pats 
tern by him ; that ag he was, ſo we may be 
troubled for our fins that we may mingle 
our tears with his blood, drag lin to the 
bar, accuſe and condemn it}, revile and ſpit 
in its face at the faireſt preſentment it can 
make, and then nail itto the crols 3 that it 
may larguiſh and faint by degrees, till it give 
up the Ghoſt ard dye in us. | I. Heb. 


76 Three Miniſters 
It, Heb.7.26, -Such « High Prieſt became 
#5, who is not ohely mercitul, but juſt: not 
. onely meck; but powerful: not onelyfair, but 
_ * terrible; Hot onely clothed with the darkneſs 
' of-humility, bac with the ſhining robes of 
maxeſty ; who can dye and can live again, 
(Revel.1.18 ) and live for evermorc; who 
futfered himſelf co be judged and condemned, 
7 ſhall judge and condemn .the world it 
» HI. Lnk-24.26. Tota Eccleſia cum Chri- 
flo computatur «t una perſona : Chriſt and his 
| Church are jn compuration but one perſon. - 
He oweht to ſuffer, and they-ought to ſuffer : 
they fuffer in him, and he in them, to the end 
of the World, Nor is any other mcthod an- 
{werable, cither to his infinite Wildome and 
Juſtice, which hath ſet jt! down in indelible 
Cheracters; or to our mortal aud frail con- 
dition, which muſt be bruiſed before it can be 
healed, and be levelled with the ground be- 
fore it can be raiſed up. That which is con- 
venient for Chrilt, is profitable for us. That 
which becometh him, we muſt wear as an 
ornament of grace unto our head. There 1s an 
oportet {ct upon bbth; He ought, and we 
ought, firſt to. (utter, and then to enter into 
-- glory, to dye firſt, that we may riſe again, 


C. 
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I. Ed.4.15. and 2-17. There is life in * 

Chritt's death, and comfort in his 
{ufterings. For we have not ſuch an High Prieſt 
who will not help us, bat (which is oneand a 
chiet end ot his {uffering and death) I/ho #s 
roncbed with the feeling of our infirmitier, and 
15 merciful and faithful : hath not onely pow- 
er ( for that he may have and not ſhew ir.) but 
will and propenfion alſo, defire and diligent 
care to hold up them who are ready to fall, 
& tobring them back, who werecver brought 
to the gates of death. He hath Learxt com» 
paſlion by his ſuftcrings and death. For the 
way to be fentible of anothers miſery, is firſt 
to tcel it quiſclves, 

1. Joh 20.29. Bleſſed are they who bave 
not ſeen, and yet havebelieved. Why ſhould 
the Relurrcion of Chiſt be made manifcit to 
the cye? this is not to ſeek to confirm and 
cſtabliſh, but to deſtroy our Faith. For if 
theſe truths were as evident as it is that the 
Sun doth ſhine, when it is day,the apprehen-. 
ſion of thera were not an a& of our faith but 
of our knowledge. Therctore Chriſt ſhew'd 
not himſelf opcnly to all the people at his 
teſarreFion ; ut fides non mediocri pramio de 

| ftinata, 


_M_” - _— 
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' ſtinata, non niſidifficultate conſtaret, Tertul. 
That Faith, by which we are dcſtin'd to a 
Crown, might not conGilt without ſome 
difficulty, but commend it (elf by our O- 
bedijence 3- the perfeqion and beauty wheres» 
. of isbeſtſcen in making its way through dif- 
kculties. | 

1T. Joh. 7.48. Did any of thc Phariſees be» 
lieve in bim? And the yealon of this is plain : 
For tho Faith be an a& of the widerftanding, 
yet it defendeth upon the Will, and men are 
incredulous , not for wantef thoſe means 
which may raife a Faith, but for want of 
Will to tollow that light, which leadeth toit: 
they de not belicve becauſe they will not, and 
, fo bear themſclves ſtrongly upon opinion 
preconceived, beyond the {trength of all evi- 
dence whatſoever. When atte&ions and 
luſts are high and-4tand out againſt it,the evis 
dence is put by and forgot, and the Obje&, 
which calls for our eye and Faith, -begins to 
diſappear and vaniſh, and at laſt is nothing, 
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T be one and twentieth Meeting. 
A. 


L. O1.3.3. Or life, ſaith the Apoſite, 
«s bid with Chriſt in God: And 
whilſt we leave it there by a con- 

tinual meditation of his meritorious ſuffering, 

by a ſerious and pradical application of his 
glorious ReſurreQion, we hide it in the boſom 
of Majeity, and no dart of Satan can reach it 

IT. 1 Tim.3.5. and 5.17. The paſtors 
arc (et a part in Chriſts ſtead ts miniſter to his 

Church, yea ts rxle and govern his Chuch.And 

they carry about with chem his commi{lipn, 

a power delegated from him to ſever the 

Goats from the Sheep, even in this lite, that 

they may become Sheep , to ſegregate them, 

fo abltain or withhold them, to exanQorate 
them, to throw them out, to ſtrike then with 

the paſtoral rod, to anatheanatize hem, &c» 

This was the languege of the firſt and pureſt 

times. Ey degrees this power fell in its efteem 

through fome abuſe of it, it being drawy 
down trom chat moſt profitable and neceſfary 
end, for which it was given: and this at laſt 
brought all Rcligion into diſgrace, 

IJ. Job. 
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" HI. Job.18-14. Death is a King of terrors : 
But Chriſtians, having the divine /mage re- 
ſtored in them, are ſecure and fear it not. For 
what can that Tyrant: take from them ? 
Their life 2 Thar is hid with Chriſt in God. 
It cannot cut them off from pleaſures: for 
their delight is im the Loxd. Jt-cannot rob 
them, of their treaſure, For that 1s laid up 
in Heaven. ; Jt;can take nothgng from them 
but what themſelves have already crucited , 
their ficth., /t cannot cut off one hope, one 
thought, one purpoſe : for all their thoughts, 
purpaſes and hopes,were levell'd not on this 
but in another lite. 


B, 


I.-Y Uk.19 41. ſhall Chriſt ſhed hi: Llaod 
tor his Church, that it may be one 

' with him, and at unity m it (cf, andcanſt 
thou not drop a tear when thou ſceſt this 
his body thus rcat in pieces, as it is at this 
day £ when thon ſeeft the world, the love 
of the World, break in and make ſuch havock 
in the Church (Oh it isa (ad Contemplati- 
on?) will none but Chriſt weep over Feruſalem? 
Il. Rom.10.10. He that believeth from the 
heart cannot but be obcdient to the Goſpel : 
Unleſs we can imagine, there can be any _ 
Fi, that 


* Ciniiwdaatifi; Gee. 8” 
tar can” fo hate hiafelf as deliberatcly to 
aff hiaſclf ioed' Bell, and rum from happi. | 
its, when it appeatetti itn ſo much Glo- 


"in. A8-2.1, when the day of Pentecoſt 
ws; Come, | Bvery day toa Chriſtian is a day 
of Peyteroft + Kis whole Hife a continued hos 
ly day, wherein the Holy Ghoſt deſcendethy 
both as an InfiruQor and asa Cdmiforter, fe- 
{ortly and Crceetly by His word charaQterizing 
the Soul,” and imprinting faving know- 
dpcy not forcing or drawing by violencez 
but __ leading and yaiding us intoad | 
Ca | 


E 


L JOcl.2.28> I will 084y” out my Spirit up- 
on all fleſh, Chriſt Ativent was for the 
ulflling of the Law, and the Spirits for 
the talflling and cotmpleating of the Goſpel : 
Chris advent, to Redeem'the Church 3 und 
le Spirits, ro teach the Church : Chriſt, to 

his blood z and the Spjriz, to waſb and 
purge it i. his blaodzChrift, to pay down the 
tanſome for us Captaves 3 and the Spar, "to 
knogk off our tetters; Chriſt to preach the #c- 
tptable year of the Lord ; and . thg Spirit, 
interpret its | 


G HB, Job, 


2; ThregMinifer, - 


Th; Joh.1641 3. Fe will guide pu. into. al 


tu, h, le, He, deſigneth agertain Pi % 
and-7!te, He, in Chriſts mouth, a diſtin 

ſon from him(clf. Buſides we are wed: Ia 
the-Setuols, Actiones, (wat ſuppoſttorum, AQi- 
ons and op-rationsare of perſons. 

- HU. Joh $6+13s The Spirit.of Truth, We 
_—_ be zcalous,and not crucl z devout, and 
not {upcrſiitjous: we may hate [dolatry, aud 
not-commit ſacrilcdge  ftand faſt in our Chri 
lizan liberty, and not make 1ta cloak of my 


liczouſacls,, it we did follow the Spirie indl 
bis. ways , who gr all his ways isa Spirit 
Truth. For he ( o:mmandeth z2al,& forbiddet 
r3g6y he commendeth devotion, & forbiddet 
ſup2rſtition 3 he condemneth [dolatry, y 

and conJdemneth ſacriledge 3 he vreachathl 
b.rty,, and preachgth obedience to luperjo 
and wu all 1s the,ſame Spirit. A, p 


a { * 


36 A" Twent ith eerie . 


. SG a Dd 
78 #4 ES 3d 


A. 


” : PTS : 
a ©.4 


Ah, 20-21, As my, Peel me, kai bo! 


our .Savic ur to his Diſciples \fq od til 
mo And be feudcth us roo, wi F 


arc teredituri: Chritti di cibuli, Chriſts dis oy Fai 


ommunicating, 6c. ' 8&3 
pls by inheritance aud luccelfjon 3 that eve® 
xy One as he is endowed from above, ſhould 
er. ſerve him by ſerving one another. And tho 
"a our. {crying him canhot deferve that name; 
qi. | yer i5 he pleaſed to call it betping him: that we 
| ſhould belp him to feed the tnungry, to guide 
the blind, and teach the ignorantz and fo be 
Chrifis Vicars, as the ©pirit is Chriſt's, 

II, 1 Tim-1+10. He brought Life and Imi- 
mortalgy to (aght, For whatfocver the Pro- 
| phcts and great Rabbies had ſpoken of immors 
lj tality, was but darknefs in commparifon of-chis 
great light. 
Fi). i Coro242.t determined to know nothing 

but Chriſt and bim crucified Here his defire 
hath a 04 witras This truth is all : this joyn> 
&h Heaven an Earth together , God and 
Man, mortality and immortality, milery 
and happineſs in one, draweh us near unto 
God, and maketh us one with him« 


'B. | 
Þ 

I. x Ph. 2.8. Faith is called the gift of God, 
E not onely becaule it is given to every 

i| bel. ever (and too'many aretoo willing to ftay 
till it be given)but becauſe the Spirit firit found 
Fg out che.way to fave us by ſo weak-a means as 
ad Faith. And as he til foung it out, ſohe 
q _—_— 2 + texcheth 


_ » 6 II;\ T)\BAKY 
8%. . Th ee Wliniſters 
teacheth it, and leaveth out nothing .; not a 
tittle, not an Iota, which may ſerve to coms« 
pleat and perfeR this divine Science. 

I. Joh, 16-12%-——— #429 all Truth. The 
Spirit (in the Goſpel F hath framed rules ant | | 
precepts to ofder and regulate all the facultin | 
of our ſoul,.in every a, irl every motion aud oy 
indioation +: if che Eye offend, pluck it out ; |, 
if the Hed, cur it off : Ryjes, which limit || g, 
the V»der/iandary to the knowledge of God, | 6, 
bind/the 1/i/Lto obedience,moderate and cene | 
tine our effedfivns, leve] our hope, fix our Joy, #r.. 
Nin our. Sorrazy frame our Speech, compok Þþ,. 
Our Geftzere, Faſhion our Apparel, ſet and mG, 
thodize our ontward Bebaviewrs © _ 
: HI. x Cor.13. The 2s of Charity art 
-wanifeſt, Cburity, ſuffereth long, even jnjuris 
3nd-errors-3 but doth not rife up a; Lia that 
which was et up.to enlarge. wy improve 
her. Charity is not raſh, tO beat down every fy; 
thing that had its firſt riſe and beginningfrom 
Charity« Charity is not puffed up, lwelleth not 
againlt a harmlcſs; yea, and an ufcful.conflitts 
on, tho it b: of man. Charity 'eckerh uot Wiſh, 
omn, treadeth not. the publick-peace'undey 
Foot to- procure hux own. Charity tSnkst 

10 e241, doth not fee a ſerpent under eve 

teaf, nbx Ido)atry in every bough of devotiot 
If we were Charitable, we could not butt 
Peaccablce | 
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Ce 


Epent 81d believe the Goſpel, Sec Gud. 
ath (but up Eternity wichin the . 
compals of two words, Believe and Repoore, 
the ſum of all he taught, Lay your founda- 
tion right, and then'build-upan it. Becauſe 
God loved you in Chri&,do you leave him in 
Cit ; Love him and keep his Commande 
ments, than which no other way could have 
Ybeen found out to draw you near unto God, 
Believe and Repent- this is all. What malig, , 
what defiance , what gall and bitterneſs. a, 
 Jaongſt Chriſtians ? - his is all, Belz-ve 
| and Repent. Every pars of Chriſtendom al- 
 Ymoſils a Rage of war, and this pretcnce is 
| Yvritcon in their banners, you may lee it Wa- 
[ Fringin the air : For God aud oy wn: ye 
dts js all, Believe and Repents would 
Fnce think, there (ſhould be hich. warg' and 

ighting þ amongſt Chriſtiaus for that which 

Þ fy up and brought unto us in theſe two 
] 


\f 


"ads, Belieue and Repenn for this is the Gol+ 
df Chriſt, this is the whole will of God: 
Il. Ad, n0.34, Of a trnth 1 perceive, that 
of is mo reſpedler of perſons: ; 1. Cc, that now 
partition wall is broken down, that Jew . 
wo Gentile are both alike,and the Church 


G3 which 


86 Three Miniſters 
which was formerly ſhut up in Fudez,is now 
become Cathelick; a body which every one 
that will may be a member of. Fi 

HI. Eph. 2-20. Chriſt lent his Apoſtles to. 
make us .Cbriſtians, to make that which he 
taught them a Rule of life and tofix it 0g the 
Church as on a Pillar, that all might read it, 
that none ſhould add to it, or rake away from | 
it, And tur this they arc called a foxn- 
dation, and we are (aid to be built up | 
them, Jeſus Chriſt being the bead - corner] © 
Jtones | | / 


es, 
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The threeand Twentieth Mecting« 
A. ” 
OP pits Believe not every. Spirit. Oig '" 


& preſent Age hath ſhew'd us many 
who, tho very ignorant, yet are wily 

than their teachers, ſv Spiritual, that they de #P" 
ſpiſe the Word of God which is the diftateg © 
the Spirit. /f they murder, the Spirit move foll 
their hand and drew their ſword; if thq 4«! 
throw down Churches, itis with the brea 
of the Spiggt ; if they would bring in parii 
the pretence jg, the Spirit cannat enduse f 
- any ſhould be ſuprenyg. Our kyymour, @ | 


| Communicating &o, 8 
madogſs, our natice, our violznce, our im- 
placable bitteracts, our railing and revit« 
ling, mult all go tor 1yſpirations of the Spi- 
[ rit» | ” : | k \ 
KS : | | 
IL 1 Joh,4.2. Every Spirit, that erafeſſeth 
* | that Feſus Chriſt ir come in the fleſh, is of Ged. 
ie, Whoſoever {triveth co advance the king- 


"| dome of Chriſt, and to ſet up\the Spiriza» 
? gainſt-the fþſ3 to magnitie the Goſpel, to 
x | promote” rnen in their wayzs of innoc:ncy 
- and pttect- obedience (which intallibly 1d 


to happineſs ) is from God . Every [x6 [- 
ſpiration is from the Spiri: of Gol, © ' © 

I]. Matth.7.2c.' by their Fruits ye ſhalt 
know them. Their bypocrifie, as well ap 
cunningly wrought as it is, is but poor cob- 
web lawn, and we may catily {ze through it : 
we my *ltc - theſe Spititaal men {weats 
ing A cofling for the fl:(h, riſe ſpirits dig- 
ing in The "minerals, and making haſt tobe 
£4 rich. - Sure / am the Spin of Trath loekerh 
11 upward, mpveth upward, direceth upward 
{ to thoſe things which are above z avd#t we 
T follow hion, neither our dodrine nor cur 
þ4 ations will ever favor of this dung. | 4 


A 
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B. 


I. 2 £0:4:3+ I thermb be bid, wit 
bid to them that. periſh, If we 
have <yes to {ce her, (he is afair oþje&, as 
vilible. ag the Sug. /t we do but le. the 
truth, the Spirit of truth is ready to;dake us 
by the hand, and lea ys f© it : but thoſe-that 
githdrew themſclycy doth his Soul hate, 
+ It. Prov. 244. 1f thou [trkeft ber ar Safven, 
8c. Truth is belt b;aghe when it coftcth us 
moſt : it enuit be Foced oft, and ſeriouſly, and 
with great devotion. To Lope ſeven years 
are but a few days, ( Gex-2 9.) great burdens 
arc but ſmall, and labour isa pleaſure. When 
we walk in the region of truth, wieringh 
and dclighting in it, gathering whatamay 
Tor our uſe, we walk as in a Paradiff,. Never 
did apy riſe upeatly, and in good carncft tre» 
vel 1gward jt,but he wes brought to his jour» 


neys cide | 

. 11. Eph,1-5- God gilpenſcth all ching 
gecarding ta the good pleaſure of bis Will. And « 
certainly he will not kad thee, if thou wilt 
not follow 3 he wyl not teach thee, if thop 
will. not learn : Nor can we think that the 
Teath will be ſown in every ground, and 45 


Dcewyls tares grow up in us wbilft we ſeep. 
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yi 


\| Atth.6.33. Seek ye firf the Kingdenut 
M of Gd: And mn that: Kingdome 
every thing is its order. There is ſorgething 
firſt, and ſomething next to be oblexyed. We , 
maſt keep a ſct-Courſe in our fludiegapd pro-" , 


eeedings. $4 
1 Fibs 6.x. The Apdgſile tels as of y- 
ciples of dotirwyg, which muſt be be-” 
foxe we can. be |ed forward tp perfeQiop 
of milk and of ftrong meat, of plainer leſſons, 
before we reach at-higher myſteries: Moſt. 
Chriſtians aze.perfe& too ſoon, which js the 
reaſon why they arc never perieR, 

1iT. Heb. i 1.6. izbewt Faith iis my oſt 
ble ropleaſe God. Ttis true ; but without ju- 
ſtice and honeſty Faith is but a name For 
can we imagine thut Religion ſhould tun 


o 


Theif, and Deyvtion a Cutpurle ? 
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The f.ur and Twentitth Meeting 
F 4 \ A; - 


? 


E Ich. Ee 6. Shall-''1I eome beſcre 
JB bim with burnt offerings ? *Tis' 
2 in cf: &, Imuſt not do it. The 
queſtion maketh the denyal more ſtrong, 
That which is Relz5io4 hath fo little relation 
td i, that'it' can (ubliſt without it, and moſt 
titnes hath Veen ſwallowed up and loſt in it. 
Tt was in the "World, before any Command 
came forth for ſactifice 5 and it is vow mot 
glorious when every" Altar 3s thrown drown, 
and- hath the ſweeteſt ſavour now there is no 
other / moke. | : 4b . 
BH. Jt: 7. 22-1ſpaky not to your Fathers con- 
cerming turn, offerings. They were 'before. 
they were cnjoyned, and the Fathcrs offer'd 
them up out of a voluntary affeQion to the 
honour of God , devoting that unto him, 
which was with them of higheſt eſteem. 
God did not Command, but did accept them 
for the zeal and affe&tion wherewith they 
were offer'd,being, in themſelves neither good 
gor evil. | 
III. Gal-4.10, Joh.4+20. The Ceremoy | 


nies 


Communitaiing, &&. gr 
" nies were confined to time and Place. Tax ob+ 
ſerve days and mmnths, (aith the Apoſtle. Yea, 
and they obſerved places too : Te ſay thas Fe- 
ruſalem is the place, ſaith the woman of Sa» 
maria to our Saviour, But that, which is true* 
ly good and in it ſelf, is of that Nature that 
Time abgplace bath no power or influence'on * 
it.. It is never out of ſeaſon, never otit- ot 
place, Every day, every hour, every" mi- 
nute is the good'mans ſabbarh and reſh.- The: 
Church: is the place & the market is the plaety,; 
and the prifon may be the place : nay Sodom 
it ſelf, Andit is the greateſt Commendaton 
to be good among the worſt. 


- B, 


I. FSait.15. Will ! be pleaſed with thous 
 Þ& ſands if rams? i.e. I will not." We' 
may then learn thus much from the Prophets 
queſtion, That the Ceremonine: part of Gods 
worſhip tho en,oyned by God and perform» 
ed moft exactly by men, yet if is benot driv- 
. emi to that end, for which it was commanded; 
is ſo-far from finding acceptance with God : 
that it is odious and hateful] in his fight- | 
II, Ta. 64» 4» All our righteouſneſs: (he WF 
meaneth formal and counterfeit righteoul+ 
nels) is as a meuſtruous Cloth, © - TW 
| Itk Matthe 
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QI. Matth.2 5. Conte ye bleſſed,6cc-The form 
ar xeafon is not for you have ſitriſiced, ye bave 
faſted often,ye have no much,&cyet theſe are 
holy duties, bat they are ordinate in alind, - 
erdained for thoſe that follow For 1 was bun*+ 
g'y> aud bl gave, &c, Then the outward 
nay thits Glory 4nd reward, when it 
djxawemn the inward alorg with it : When I 
facrifiee aud obey, hear and do. pray and erls 
deavourgcontapplate and vrackild faſt and xe- 
pente 


(ON 


]. TOh.3.5. Except ye be baprized, &e. It 
] is --- abſolutely necellary to be bap- 
| w2z'd, but it is neceſſary to cleanſe our ſelves 
b from fin, $. Auguſtin thought, not to be 
-- baptized was to be damned : and therefore 
\. was to create a new hell, and to fuyd 
> out wit deamnyationem , more fit, as he 
thought, for the teaderncls of /uſauts. 
- IL Matth.12+34+ The moral man, chat 
keepeth the Commandments 3s not far fron 
the kingdome of God ;- and he that is a Chriſti 


- an, and buildech up his morality, and juſtice 
* and\mercy upon his F aith in Chriſt,ſhall enter 
in and have a manſon there, when ſpecula- 
| tive and Seraphic Hypocrizes ſhall be ſhut out | 


Communicating, kc. 93. 
fit. Luk. 16.25. Tho boſt received thy good 
things, Saith Abrabam to Dives; grod thingy, 
but hint, ſuch as thy lufts cficemed fo : ry 
good things and ſych good things, #s have 
helpt to hurry thee to this place @f torment. 
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T he five and Twentieth Meeting- 3 I 


A. 


Sal.24-1+ The Wold is the- Lords 
(and the world is the Souls and 
all bat therains ; And ro behold 

the Greazare,and in the world;as ina book, to 

ſtudy and fiad-out the Creator, tocontertiplate 
his Majwty, his goodnels,fiis wiſdome; and' to. 
diſcoves that happineſs which is prepared for 
it; this is the proper a of the ſoul for 
whiah it was made this, this alone was pro- 
portion'd fo Rr. _=_ 
II. 2 Tim. 13-The form of Sound wards, 
Eraſmus (Pref ad- Hicvons ) will tell us; that 
Religion was never more ſincere and'incot- 
rupt, than when they uſed but. one Creed, 
and chat a ſhort ane. 
HE Ifai.r3.3. Let us pot ſeck our peartin 
falſe and deceitful, but in'triic and rezlgoods , 
fuch as till and fatisfie : here kt us It down 


I 
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our 'pitchers, and dray Waters ent of this well 
of” Salvation \ evea thoſe waters, whic h wil 
{weeten our miſcrics, and givea plealant tal 
co bitterneſs it (elf. | 

* » 


B. 


A py Pa-5:-14+ Awake thou that ſteepeſt in 
Sloth and idlene(s; thoa thar ſleepeſt 
in a termpeſt, in che mwidit of thy unruly and 
turbulent paſſions; ariſe tron thy grave and 
{pulcher wherein thy flath- bath intembed 
thee, .where {o.many. vitious ry 
'thee pe. ' Chriſt ſhall give thee light, it nor to 
kngw..the, uncertain (yet certain). ways of 
Godyprovidence, yet to know the @rtain.and 
Jnta]lble way to blils. o116; MTS 
1! #4, P(al.100.3+/. It is be that bath mM; 
1#94 we,onr ſelves : And he made us to this end, | 
to {us giory, tobe united to himſct, - to bow 
under his power, to be conformed to his will 
and-Jv,.co-gain a tixle to that -happine(s, 
» Which is ready to meet them that rununto 
It, iy doing what he requirah at ther 
Hands. ,, PITT tat 
Ill. Pfal, 139. 14. 7 am. fearjully 
and; ; wouderfully , mgde , faith; Dayid, 
- Maxvellouſly made , cxcellently. wade 5 
| ifeſs 


"(, 


Communicating, 8c. og \ 
{ct 4 part, ſeleca from all the other Crea- 
tures, * My members were curiouſly wrought, 
drawn as with, a needle (To the word ſigni- 
fi*s) enibroidtred with all varicty , as with, 
divers Colours, every part fitted for its 
uſe. 


C. 


I. Om.3.13. He doth not fay, All muft 
| fin ; "but, All - have ſunned--Fox 
both, tiic Gen les night bave kept be Lhe 
of nature, 5 Were puniſht beca le they d 
not, as- if is plajn, Rom. 1. and the Jews 
might have kept. that law,whicb was glycu,t9 
them as far as God requir'duts Davidy Aſa, 
Joſias, kept the Law, fo far as that God was 
plcas'd to accept it as a full payment. Augaſtin, 
It is in our power ta ds what God-requiretb 
(cum D-i adjutorio) by the belp of Graces /' 
1. Matth.i1.30. My yoke 45 eafie, faith 
our Saviour, ayd my 6uyden 15 lizhts Fax it is 
Kieted to our necks and ſhqulders, and it-is fo 
far from taking from opr vatyre, or preſhng, 
it with violence, that it cxaketh.and perte- 
cth it. There js love ang ops ro ſweeeen 
ic ayd p 


them and make them ca leaſant,_ { ' 
LI. 1 Cor.2.15- Wicksd men, if an eye 
| of f:(h may judge, axe the greateſt tavqy- 


rites 
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fits of God : But the ſpirinusl man judyeth all 


things 3, and' to his cye they are but'a {ad and 
roful ſpectacle, as condemned men [cd with 
 muſick to execution, | 6 


The fix and Twentinb Meetings 
A. 


I: "ALE: 2. Weare as fomany looking 
7 gifts, which prefege the a&ions 
Sys of mev in' power back upon'them- 
ſaves, doidg in af! as &hey do , and all, togain 
obt poace, or; left we ſhould ſuffer [erſtcution 
. fortb#Crſs, cf Ehrift. The denial of our own 
. wifl'is' not' d "tfung of ſuch difficulty as it is 
thought, We" my do that for Gods cauſe, 
- whichwedo ſar our own, 
I.” E 35: Wherefage caſt off lying, 8c. 
WK ICaiou! 


ollows, For we are members one of 


anther, Thogart a part ef him; and he is a 
(Partofthice, being both hewn our of the ſame 
'Foek, formed' and ſhaped of the ſame mold: 
Therefore” by 1ying to thy beothet, chou put 
*teſ7 cheat upon thy ſelf; and as far as'in thee 
ty cth,- upon” that God” that made you both, 


. "& gave you 201gnes nor to ly but to inſtru, ; 
and" wits not: to drrieye but-counſcl and help |. ; 
I, Match.” | 


« wr another, 
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NI. Matth. 1 0-3. Beware of mens A ſirange 
caution it is from him who ſo loved mey, 
that he dyed for them. Beware of men 
transformed and Byxtified. That ſmiling 
friend may be a tempter : he that calleth him- 
ſcIfa Saint may be a ſeducer : his oyly tougue 
may wound thee, aud his embrace cruſh thee 
to PIECES» 


B. 


I Atth.7.1 2. This 3s the Law and the 

Prophets, Upon this Law of Nature 
depend the Law and the Prophets. Or, this 
is the ſum of all which the Law and the Pro- 
phets have taught, to wit, concerning jultice 
and honeſty, and thoſe mutual offices and 
dutics of men to men. 

IT. Heb.ti.1. Faith is the ſubſtance and 
expeQation of a future and better condition : 
but we do not uſe to expe a thing, and 
have no eye upon the means of attaining it 
Can we expeRto fly without wings, or go a 

journey without feet ? No more can we 
hr: ever to enter thoſe heavens wherein 

dwelleth righteouſncls, without rightcovinels. 

IfI. Mar.7-11, The Phariſces raught Chil- 
dren toſay to their Eather and Mother, Cor< 
ban; which isnot a Curlſe, as {ome have ima« 
H gincd 
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gined, but thcir crait and policy : to teach 
children, which were offended with their par 
rcnts, to conſecrate their wealth to the Trex 
ſury,that o they might avoid that other Law, 


which bound them to fapply their parent>in þ 


want and difircfs. 


C. 


I. Om, 13.13. Let us walk honeſtly, as 

inthe diy; z and not aftcr thoſe olind 
Guides, the Love of our (clvcs, and the glory 
of the World z which will lead us on plcae 
fancly for a while, and at Jaft flip from us and 
leave us in the dark,thcre to lament and curſe 
the Oy of our ways- 

1: Joh.2.1 5. He that bateth bis brothir 
walk in darkneſs : that he cannot ſec a man 
In a man, nor a brother in a brother 3 a man 
;n the ſamc (hzpe, and built up of che ſame 
materials, a man of the "fare paſttons with 
Iymſclf. 

Til. Plal. 19+ 2. Day wnto Day reachah | 
knowledge: and cvery ad of piety is apt to 


promote and to produce a Second, te beget& 
more light, which may yet lead us further 
trom truth to rruh, cill at Jaft we be brought 
to that happy citate, which hath no ſhadow 
01 talſhood, | 


The 
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The ſeven 8ud Twentieth Meeting» 
A, 


& : = Im. 3.5. Having a form of godlie 
yg 1:/- but denying the power there» 
of. As vines & urker fruit»trees 

bear the leſs fruit, when, thiy are ſuffered ro 

luxuriate & ſpend their ſap upon ſuperfluous 
ſucker; and 2vundance of Icaves:l0 commons 
ly we way Obſerve both in civil ccnverſation 
where there 1s great fiore of formality, there is 
little finccrity, and in Religion, wheee there 
is adecay of true and cordia! picty. there men 

' Jentertain and picaſe themſelves with external 

 Jformalitics and pertormances. | 

lf /I. Joh14.15. If ye Love me keep my 

E Jcommandments. This 1s not the office of a 

i {friend to bewail a dead friend with vain la- 

menations : ſed que whnerit meminifſe , que 

b bnandaverit caxſequi : to remember what he 

0 Kelires and Execute what he cammands : (o 

{pid a dying Roman to his triend: And ſo 

1 Faith our Saviour to us, To love him 34 not to 

it þroteſs kindneſs, but to pertotin Oveazence tO 

W Tim. 

| F 41 1Joh-3.17. He that ſputteth up bis 

bt H 2 bowels 


) 
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bowels, &c. He that keepeth from any bro 
ther in Chriſt, that which his brother want, 
. and he wants not, doth but vainly think that 
he loves God, and theretore vainly hope that 


God loves him» 


# Atth. 18.3. of ye become as littl 


Y4 Children. Chriſt rcquires of me, 
humility, like co that of little Children, and 


' that Under the higheſt pain of damuatior 
That 1s, that we (ſhould no mbre over: yalu: 
our ſelves, or defire to be highly eſteemed b 
others, no more under-value; {corn or de 
ſpiſe others 3 no more affe& pre-cminence 
vers others, than littl: Children do, before w 
have put that pride into them, which after 
ward we charge wholly upon their natu 
Corruption. 

II. Matth.3.2. Repent for the Kingdomt 
&c Much better, becauſe freer trom amb 
guity, Amend your lives, ys|aveire. That 
pentance tO which remiilion of lius and falv 
tion is. promiſed is perpctually expreſſed 
the word us]&verz, which ſignificth a throug 
change of the heart and ſoul, of the life at 
ations 
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with thine euemies, then take heed there be no 
wicked thing in thee : Not onely no wicked- 
neſs in the cauſe thou maintainelt, nor no 
wickednels in the means by which thou main- 
taineſt it, but no perſonal impieties ia the 
perſons that maintain it 3 Iz the goodneſs of 
their cauſe ſtnk under the burthen of their 
(ns, 


C. 


«F Uk-24- 47. That repentance al) 
remiſſion of fins ſhould be preached in 


bis name» The condition of the new Co- 
2enant, to which remillton of fins is promiſed 
is exprefled by the word us]4yuz Which 
it ye compare that in $. Matth. 28. teaching 
them to obſerve all,yoau will ſce that what our 
Szviour calls in one place yi] 2yore Repentance, 
that in the other he calls obſerving all that he 
hath commanded : Which, if Repentance 
were no more but ſorrew for ſin, and jntend» 
ing to leave it, c2rtainly he neither could nor 
would have done. 

Il. AX.20. 2i- S. Pau! profciſeth, that 
the whole matter of his preaching was no- 
thing elſe but Repentance towards God, aid 
Faith in our Lord Feſus Chrijt.| It is mnaviictt 

H 3 in 


% 
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in his Epiſtles, he preaches and prefles every 
where, the neceflity of Mortification, Regene- 
ration, new and fincere Obedzence , all which 
are evidently nor contained under the head 
of Faith : and thereforc it is evident he com» 
peijcd all theſe under the head oþ Kepen: 
fan *+ 

TIT. Heb,6.1z. We ſhall do muchright 
to this place, and to that 4&.2. and. make 
them more clear and intelligible, it inſtead 
of Repentance, we ſhould put converſion (asit 
1s in jome of the bet Latin tranſlations) and 
read converſion from dead gorks, and converſing 
to God. You ec, 'tis more perſpicuous and 
moic natural, 


gn INS 
ml 


Toe cight and Twentieth Meetinge 
A 


I. Atth.3.9. Every tree that bringetb 
M not forth good fruit, &c. It is not 
then the Ieaves of a fair protection, no ror the 
bliſſoms ot good purpolts and intentions, but 
the frait,the fruit onely , that can fave us from 
the fire : neither is it enough, not to bearil 
fruit unl6s we bring forth good. 
H, Matth. 7,26. Our Savicur after he had 
| delivered 
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. &clivered his moſt divine precepts in his Sep- 


mon 0n the mnunt ( which Scrmon contains 
the ſubſiance of the goſpel 3cloſeih up all with 
ſaying, He that hearesh theſe ſayings of mine, 


. and doth them not (and yet thele were the har- 


deſt ſayings that cver beſaid)) / will liken bim 
te a fooliſh man, which built his houſe upon the 
ſand : that is, his hope of ſalvation upon a 
laydy and falſe ground, 

Il. Gal.5-24+ They that are Chriſts have 
Crucified the fleſh, &c, They then that have 
rot done ſo, not crucified the fleſþ with the 
affefitons and luſts, let them be as forrow- 
ful as they pleaſe., let them intend what they 
pleaſe as yet arc yore of Chriſts, And, 
Gocd Lord ! What a multitude of Chyi- 
ſtians then are in the World, that do not 
b:long to Chriſt! 


B. 


I. 3 FOh. 3- 2« He that bath this hepe 
J purificth binſelf, coves as be is 

pure, "Che meaning is not, witi the fame 
degree of purity, tor that's impolitble 3 bur 
with the fame kind, che ſamc trath of pus 
rity, He that doth wot purihe himfelf 
may, nay doth flatter himſelf, and with» 
out warrapt preſume upon Gods favour 3 
H 4 it 
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but this hope he hath not, 

II. The fool hath ſaid in bis heart, &ecs 
i.e. Not ſo much per{wadeth himſelf i» ſe- 
cret, that there is no God, but rather 
expreſſeth fo in his life, or in his affei> 
ons: bcing a perſon of the ſome mould 
that are deſcribed, Tit. 1- 16» They profeſs 
that they know G od, but in works they deny 
him, being abominable and difobedicnr, 
and to every good work void of judgment, 
dIxiuory lgnorant, imprudent, inconfide- 
rate. 

I. Luk.7.12. JWoen they have beard, 
then cometh the devil, &c. The Devil will give 
people leave freely to hear the word of God 
preached, to ſtudy 1t, to diſpute it, upon 
condition they re{olve not to be the better 
for it in their lives: Hz will ſuffer it to 
ſwim in the braix, ſo that he may ſtop the 
paſſages to the heart: It troubles him not, to Þ 
have the precious {ced of the word entertain- 
ed by a man, fo that it may bc kept in graxg- 
ries, and not multiply in co @ truittul . 


harvef 
C. 
I. i F\Or.r3.4, &c. Here you may be- 


hoid almott all the Vertues that |; 
can. '' 


| 
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can be named , «vwrapped in one Virtue 
of Charity and Love, according to the fe- 
veral a&s thereof changed and tran(- 
form'd into ſo many ſeveral graces, /t 
ſufferetb long, and ſo *tis Longanimity ; It is 
kind, and fo 'tis Courtctie: /t vawunteth not 
z ſelf, and fo 'tis Modeſty : It is not puffed 
#þ, and fo "tis Humility : It zs not eaſt y pro- 
vokt, and (o "tis Lenity : Jt thinketh no evil, 
and fo *tis Simplicity: It rejoyceth in the 
truth, and ſo *tis Verity: /rt beareth all 
things, and ſo 'tis Fortitude: /t believeth all 
things, and fo'tis Faith: It hopeth all things, 
and ſo'tis Confidence . /t endwreth allthiyos, 
and (o *tis Patience : It xever faileth, and 
{o *cis Perſeverance. 

IH. Joh. 9.3 4.— that they which ſee 
might be made blind. Not as if Chriſt did im- 
print or inflict blindneſs upon any man , 
but onely occaſiondlly: i.e. thofe which walk 
in darkneſs, and love itz when the ſight 
comes upon them, and diſcovers their 
wandring, they hate it and turn their eyes 
trom it, and become perverſly and obſtinately 
blind, In the ſame ſenſe that S. Paul faith, 
Rome7. Sin taking occaſion by the Law be- 
comes more finſu! ; whillt tia is not oppogdyit- - 
gocs On 1n its courſe quietly, but when the | 
Commandment comes ,and diſcyvers, and res | 
bukes 
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bukes it, it becomes furious and much more 
raging and violent. 

HI. Luk-14-26- He that hateth nit fa- 
they and mother,8&c. This ſpeech doth not 
bind me to hate, perſecute, and deſtroy all the 
kindred / have; no, but rather to love 
and honour them : yet if thoſe perſons, or 
if it be poſſible for ought elſe to be more 
dear and precious than they , ſtand in my 
way to hinder mc trom coming to Chriſt, 
I muſt traniple them under my teet, And 
a mari iS no more bound to fell his goods 
i.c. to throw them away and renounce 
them, than to hate his Parents. Onely, nei- 
ther of them may by any means ottcnd ns 
or weary us in onr juurney to Chriſt. 


mmm 


The nine and Twentieth Mceting« 
A. 


E. AM. 2-19. The Devils believe and 
tremble. Thcy do -aſſent* unto 
the truth of a!l the myſterics of our 

(alvition : But theſe things are to them oc- 

caſion of hrrour that there ſhould be ſuch 

glorious things which &e_nothing concern 
them, and of malice to choſe who have an 
intereſt therein. It. Heb, 


L 
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I. Hcb x 1.1- Our Faith is the ſubſtance 
of things koped for. Ot things which concern 
us : we do not only: acknowledge that the 
precepts of God are good, bur allo neceſſary 
tob: pertormed by us 3 and that the promiſes 
of God are not only defirable in them(cIves, 
but alſothat being ſuch, they arc deltined to 
us, when we (hall haveperformed fuch cox+ 
ditions, as may by the athiſtance of God bz 
exccuted by us, even with eaſe and pleaſure, 
Where theſe perſwoſjonsare, there will accom» 
pany them earneſt and (crious endeavors, 

II. Plal.60.) 6. What art thou that takeſt 
my word, &c. And 1t that beſo great a crime 
tor a man enly totalk of God,to mak? menti- 
on of his Name,when the heart is unclean and 
unreformed 3 with how much-greater reaſon 
may Chriſt ſay, what art thou that takeſt Me 
into thy mouth,& dareſt come to theHeaven-+ 


ly feaſt with ſpotted and undean aftc&ions. 
| i 


l. FS Om$.18. The Apoſtle, who had 

been traduc d,revisd,buffered;ſcourg'd, 
impriſon'd, ſhipmwrack;d, and jtox'd, for his 
zcal to propagate the Golpelz aſter he had 
Once had a glimſc of that great Recompence 
.of reward that is relerv d for us in _— 
cru» 
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{cruples not to pronounce, that be finds pox 
caſting up the account (tor he uſes the Arith- 
metical tcxm auyiCoper) tht the ſufferings of 
this preſent time are not worthy to be compared 
with the Glory that is to be revealedin ws. 

II. 1 Kings 3. 5,:; Solomon had an oppor - 
tunity of ſatisfying his deſires, whether of 
Fame or any other thing that he could wiſh: 
Ark, what I ſhall give thee, was the proftcr 
made him by him that could give all things 
worth receiving; and yet his Choice approv'd 
by Got himſelt,conſiſted indeclining the moſt 
ambition'd things of this life, for thoſe things 
that might the better qualihe him to ſerve 
and pleaſe God. | 

II. Heb. 2,2. He, who by leaving hea- 
ven, did, to dwell on carth, quit more thap 
any Inhabitant of the Earthcan to gain hea- 
ven; and denyed morc to become capable of 
being tempted, than he did when he was 
tempted with an offer of all th: Kingdoms 
of the World and the glory of them 3 This 
Saviour of ours, is ſaid to have, for the joy that 
was ſet before him, endured the Croſs and deſ- 
piſed the ſhame 3, as it Heaven had becn a futh+ 
cient Recompence for even bis renouncing 
honours and irnbracing torments, : 


C 
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a C, 

I, Om.2.7. That immarceſcible Crown, 

(asS, Petey calls it) which the Goſpel 
promiles to them, who by patient continuance 
in well doing ſeek for glory aud bononr, will 
make a rich amends for a fading wreath here 
upon Earth, where Reputation is often times 
as undefervedly acquir'd as loſt : whereas in 
Heavin the very having ccelcftial honours ar- 
guesa Title tothem. 

11. Math.5.12. Since 'tis our Saviour's 
reaſoning, that his Diſciples ought to rejoyce* 
when their Rep#tatzor is purſued by Calumny 
as well as their lives by perſecution, becauſe 
their Rewards great in heaven 3 we ray juſtly 
infer; That the grounded Expe@ation of fo ils 
luſtrious a Condition may bring us more con» 
tent,cven when tiS not attended with a pre- 
ſent applauſe, than this applayſe can give thoſe 
who want that Comfortable t xpe&ation. 

II, 2 Chron.25.9. In all deliberations 
wherein any thing 1s propos'd to be quitted or 
declin'd, to obey or pleaſe G od, we may fitly 
apply that brisKk but rational Anſwer of the 
Prophet to «he Jewiſh King : The Lordis a- 
ble to give thee far more than this. | 


The 


— 
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The Thirtieth Mecting. 
A. 

I, Mos.6.5» David became no lels 
Skilful in muſick, than choſe that 
were addicted to it onely to picale 
themſelves in it : tho we may reaſonably ſup. 
poſe that fo pious an Author of Pſalms and [n- 

ſtruments alpired to an excellency in that 
delighttul ſcience, that he might apply aud 
prefcr it to the ſervice of the Temple, and pro- 
mote the celebration of God's praifes with it, 

II. Gen.27-3. Tho Efax did at length 
mils of his aim, yet while he was hunting Ve» 
niſou tor the good Patriarch that dehir'd it 
of him,beſides the pleaſure he was us*d to take 
in purſuing the Der he chas'd,he took a great 
One in conlidering, that now he hunted to 
pleaſc his Father,and in o1der to obcain of him 
an ineltimable Bleſiug. 

WL. Gcn.2.20.They fay, Adams knowledg 
before the fall was ſuch , that he was able 
at firit fight of them 10 give each of the beaſts 
& name cxprellive of its nature, But I could 
never fnd,that the Hebrew names of Animals 
mention'd in the beginning of Geneſis, argued 

| a 
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a much clearer in fight into their natures than 
did the the names of the ſame or ſome other 
Animals in Greek, or other languages. 


B, 


I. Tal. 145» 3- The Scripture faith of 

God that his greatneſs is incomprebens 
ſible, and bis wiſdom is inſcrutrble,&c.And the 
heathen Fhiloſcpher, who wrote that elo+ 
quent book de Mxndo fpeaks af the power, 
and wildam, and amiablencſs of God, in 
terms 1:it!: lels lotty,tho neccflarily inferior to 
fo 10aa1:1cly ſublime an Obxet, Which they 
that chiak they can, ſpecially without Reve« 
lation, futficienly undertiand, do very little 
utiderftand them(clves, 

II. Rom.1.19, I readily confcls, being, 
waranted by an Apoſtle , that the yrucey 
T7 ©43, was not unknown to the heathen 
Philyſophers z and that ſo much knowledge- 
ot God is attainable by the light of Nature 
duly imploy d, as to encourage men toexcr- 
cile themlclves, more than molt of them doin 
that nobleſt of ttudies, 

Ill. Job.x.8. When God himſclt is pleas'd 
to give Elogiums to Fob, David, Daniel, &c. 
whiltt they were a live, and to others after 
they were dead, and were pals'd to an irre« 
verlible 
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verſjble ſtate > we may learn with comfort, 
both that the performance of ſuch an edi- 
exce as God will accept, is a thing rcally pra- 
 Qicableby men: and that even great ſins and 
miſdemeanors are not (it ſcaſonably revented 
of ) certain evidences, that a man ſhall 
never b> happy in the future life, And it 
f:erus to be for ſuch anuſe of Conſolation to 
frail men (but not at all toencourage licenti- 
ous ones) that the l:pſes of holy perſons are 
fo frequently recorded in the Scriptures. 


C. 


]. Evel. 7.9.1 ſaw in heaven a great muls 
R titude, not to be numbred, of all nati* 
ons. Ergo, Acnce we may learn, that heaven is 
not reſerv'd onely for Prophe's, and Apoſtles, 
and Martyrs, and ſuch extraordinary perſons 
(whoſe fanQtity the Church admires )but that 
through Gods goodnefs multitudes of his 
more 1mperfe& fervants bave acceſs thither. & 
great and well grounded Conſolation to a con- 
fidering Chriſtian, who has due apprehenſions 
of the mncxprellible happineſs or miſery of ar 
immorta\ ſtate, 

I!. Joh.g.2. As Ariſtotle teaches, that the 
| Soul doth atter a fort become that which it 
 ſpecuhtes : S. Foby affures us, that God, is 4 

transforming 
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transforming Objx, and that in heaven we 
Gall be like him, for (or becauſe) we (hall ſee 
bim as ht its 

11. Pſal.18.1- Z will love thee, O Lord my 
firength, &G He that diſcerns God's power 
and Goodneſs will be more diipoſed than 0+ 
thers, fo admire him, to love him, to truſt, 
and ſo to retign up himſelt tobe govern'd by 
him. Which frame of mind, both is it ſelf 
a great part of the worſhip of God, and doth 
directly tend to the produQtionand encreafe 
of choſe Vertues, without the practiſe of 
which, _the Scripture plainly tells us, that we 
» can neither obey God, nor expreſs our Love - 
to him. 


_ Hs. _ _w_ —_ _ 
— 
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The ave and Yhwticth Meetings 
A. 


I. W WEb. 1-14. Tho theAngels are wont 
to appear in a dazling ſplendor, 
yet are they all of them myuiftring 
. Spirizs, employ'd for the good of the defign- 

> beirs of 'Salvatien. And they do-not ane- 
ly refuſe mens adoration, but ftile theaa- 
wg Tally: ſervants to the Losd's diſci- 
PE | 


I I, 2Pet 


/ 


% 
4 
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IE. 2 Pet.2:4. Jude. 6. The Apoſtate Angels 
are ſo tar from being able to confer that hap- 
pineſs, which their worſhippers expeR from 
them, that themſelves are wretched Creatures, 
reſerv'd in chains of darkneſs to the Judgment 
of the great day. At which they ſhall be doomd 
to ſuffer everlalting torments, in the company 
of thoſe wicked men that they {hall have Pte; 
vail. on. 
ni. Jam, 346» I Pet. 37: Theology teach- 
eth us expreſly from divine Reveſation, that 
the preſent Conrſe of Nature ſhall not ali al- 
wayes3 but that one day rhis YYorld(or at 
leafi this Yortexof ours) ſhall either be aboliſh- 
«d by An 1ihilation or, ( which ſeems far more 
probablc) be tnnovated, and as it were trans- 
figur'd , avd that by the intervention of that 
fire, which ſhall diſſolve and deſtroy the pre- 
ſent frame'cft Nature, So that, either way 
the preſent fate of things, as well natural as 
political, (hall have an end. 


B. 


T t 24-15. As. the Scriptare teacketh 

us, how the body of. man had its 
firti beginnmug 3 fo it likewile affares us, what 
ſhall become of the body after death-3- tho bare 
naturel Reaſon will ſcarce be pretended to 


reach 


oo” OO 0 - 
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reach to ſo 2bfiruſe and difficult an Article as 


that of 2 ReſurrcHion + which , when-pro- 
'pogd by S. Paxl, produc'd among the Athe- 


ian Philoſophers nothing elſe but wonder or 
laughter. Act, 17-20,32, ' 

Il, Joh:5.39- Few make it their buſineſs 
to ſearch the Scriptures tor thoſe things (fuch 
as are unheeded Prephefies, overſook'd myſte- 
ries and ſtrange harmonies) which being clear- 
ly and judicioufly propoſed may make that 
Book appear more worthy of the high cxtra- 
Gion it challenges, and con{cquently of the 
Veneration of conſidering men. 

III. Wai:5.4. What could I have done, 
&c. In the production: of the material 


'World, and the fetting the frame of Natwre, 


God employ'd not onely laws and 'com- 
mands ,, but tevelations, miracles, promiles, 
threats, - exhortations, mercies, judge- 
ments, and divers other methods arid 
INcanss 


Co 


I. FOb.38.5,6. Tis the probable Opinjon of 
D.vines, tliat the Angels were created 
betore the material World, as being, meant by 
thole Sous of God and morning ſtars, that 
with glad Songs and acclamations celebrat- 
71 ed 
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ed the foundations of the earth, © 


[1. Plal.5-3,23- How pleaſing mens hear+ - 


ty praiſcs are to God, may- appear by that 
Royal Prophet, whom God was pleas'd to 
declare a man after his own heart; tor hein- 
troduceth God pronouncing, iFho {0 offeretb 
praiſe glorifieth me: Where the Word our 
Interpreters render offereth, in the Hebrew 
frgnifies to ſacrifice With which agrees , 
that clſewhere thoſe that pay God 
their Praiſes , ere faid to f{acrifice to 
him the catves of their lips. Wiol, 14-2. 

Tl. Pſalms. That excellent perſon 
to whom God vouchſaſcd fo particular 
a teſtimony , was ſo aſliduous in this ex: 
ereiſe, that the Book which we, following 
the Greek, eall Pſalms, is in the Origr 


nal , from the things it. moſt abounds! 


with, called Sepher Tebillim. i. c The 
Book of Praiſcs. 


——" 


4 
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The two and Thirtierh Meetings 
A. 


Evit.25-2% The land is mine, and 
ye are ſojournersrs God granted the 
and ſc of it tothem 3 yet kept till the 
rioht and tull diſpoſal of it to himſelf; For 
the Lord calls them for all this grane, but ſo- 
joutraers and ſtrangers ; who held what they 
poſſſt,under God,and continued in it no Jone 
ger than he gave them leave , from whom 
he might take if away,and beſtow jt gn whom 
he pleaſed, 
[[. Plal.19.17. Clenſe me from my ſeeres 
fins : Sins which fly our light, that ſteal from 
us in crouds or borrowed ſhapes, (vu lily as 
man {who is the msſt abſurd flatterer of him- 
kli3 cannot diſcern them : as pride in deceg« 
cy, malice in zeal , hypacriſic in devotion 
boaſting in charity, coveouſncls and extorti- 
| 0 uudcr the name of oelviding tor ous fami, 
1ES. 20 
(IT. 1 King, I ION David 15 ſaid fo have 
done all things well , excepting the matter of 
Urizh: not thit he could indeed clear 
bimſctt from /! guilez for whotoever marks 
bw: £4 JO 


I, 
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his ſtory, will find many foul aRtions, beſides 
this of Urizh > but becauſe. he, did not ly 
dead in any tin but this, tor he had a child be+ 
fore ever he thought he had committed a: 
dultery. 


- = itt A 


FE yEr1 21. why do the wicked proſper, The 
J ObjcRion luppoſes a falle thing, We 
think them ina better condition then they 
are. For wicked men did ever proſper in the 
world, unleſs you will call it happineſs for a 
man to aſſure God's wrath upon himſclt, and 
ro havea liberty to improve his {ins, and cn- 
creaſe his damnation. 
IT. Plal. 37:1. Exvy thou not the ungodly. 
Alas, we ſhould rarher pity & pray for them, | | 
2s much as if we ſaw theni,like the Lunatichy | * 
In the Goſpel, cutting and tearing, their own f 
ficſh. For the Lord is not flack, he is but | | 
whetting Þis (word, putting on his armour 
and then will go out with a ſhout, and all fo 


ee REN A Io 


world ſhall ſay, Verily there is a Reward fot 
the Riphterus-. 

111. Plal.42.1 4+ IWhy art thou ſ5 troubled, 
O myſou! ! For the Devil himiclt cannot fo [c] 
much as {tir without Gods Icave, as appears } On: 
by matiy .cxamples in Fob and the Goſptl| ent 
| | | | | too 5| all; 


| 


Fe 
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fto03 and wicked men axe but Gods inſtru 
ments, his hammer and his hatchet, as the 
Prophet Iſazah calls them , wich which he 
cuts, carves, polſſhes and works our hearts, 


which otherwiſe would remain rude tone 
for ever. 


"3 


I, Atth, x6. 24. Whoſoever will cope 

| after me, &c, Our Lord and Ma« 
ter requires this principle of his diſciples, as 
a neceſſary qualification z To reſolve before 
hand thus much, never to regard any thing 
hereafter beſides him, toſtrip our ſelves of all 
earthly conſiderations” whatſoever; to 
continually with our lives and fortunes in 
our hands, ready in an inſtant to Tay them 
down, as ſoon as ever the Loxd harh ned of 
them, So as none mult dare to follow Chrift 
without his Creſs. 

Il. Phil.4.11. 1 have learned in what ſtate 


ſoever 1 am, 8&c. This is the knowledge 


which makes us Wiſe, Rich, Free, Happy,every 
thing; ſupplies all our wants,and ſets us above 
nger 3 to have learnt quictly to fubmit our 
(lvcs to Ged in all the variety of diſpenſati» 
ons, to be content ( evidgxns) to befeltlutheie 
ent,to have proviſton within cur felvs ey 


all accidents. T4 HI. Phi 
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JH, Phil.4-1. S. Paxl calls theſe Philippi- 
aus whom he had mſrucqed with good ſuc» 
cels his joy and his Crowne For if there be 
degrees of bli(s hercaftcr, as our Saviour, as 
well as the Prophets ſeems to imply, we may 
not doubt, but, Ge who converts a Soul to 
God as he is {aid to encreaſe the joys of hea- 
ven by doing it, fo certainly he ſhall pertake 
more of them and ſhine as aſtar for ever 
Ind cver, Dan-12.3» 


— 
—_— 


The three and Thirtierh Meetings 


b—C. 4 


A. 


KO y Or.g, The Apofle proves the 
| © Minifiers right by all kind 
of Arguments, from Crltime, 

Reaſon, and Scripture, and left you ſhould 
pretend the abrogation of this Law by 
Chriſt, he addes 7.1 4+ that the Lord hath or- 
dained, That they who preached the Goſpel 
ſhould live of the Goſpel. He hath-ordazed, c- 
naced it, and made it a Law for ever ; it i5 
not left to your choile and diſcretion. And 
our Savior, when he (ends out his Apoſtles, 
call, their maintenance their hire, Mat.'1 ©. As 
it chere did paſs a tacite contract} and bargain 
| © between 


— 


- 
- 
2 
_ 
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between the preacher and the Audjence, that 
a5 he feeds their Souls, they ſhould feed his 
Body. wy 

11. Rom. 13. 8:0 we #oman any thing, but to 
Jove one another. A moſt excellent ſpeech, and 
means thus : as if he ſaid, you maypay your 
bills at a ſhop, and be out of the Trades-mans 
debtz you may lay down your money, and 
take up your bonds y you may really ſatisfic 
all other engagements, but this debt of Cha- 
ritynever : Tits you muſt always be paying, 
" never think ie ſatisfied. 

HI, Gal.3-3. Have ye begun in the Spirit 
and are ye naw made erfett wn tbe fleſh? Will 
ye fall back from the Spirit, which teacherh 
true and ſolid piety, to'a carnal and outward 
worſhip of God, to the Ceremonies of the 
Law ? Chrift and Moſes, the Goſpel and the * 
Law cannot conliſt together, To feek for 
juſtification by the Law isquite to ſhut out 
Chrift, whole peculiar office it is to juſtifie 
and ſave us. 


. 


/ 


B. 


1. _ 2, How artthou fallen fron bea- 

ven, O Lucifer! How art thou fallen 
from being a Miniltcr of light cobe a Prince 
of darkneſs, from bcipg fo filled with the 
Grace 


- 
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Grace of the Divinity, to b2 a foul receptacle 
of majice? from waiting on God in all hjs 

. Msjeſty, tobe thruſt down into the fouleft pit, 
there tobe his Executioner? And how art thou 
faln O man, whoſover theu be that hateſt thy 
brother, from heaven (for in carth there is no 
other heaven than what love makes) to hell it 
{cif, malice and cnvy? 

II, Gal.q.i2, Brethren I beſeech yyu. As 
we are Brerhren by ature, ſoare we by Grace 
and our celeſtial calling. & major fratergitas, 
Chriſti quam (anguinis : The grotherhood we 
have by Chritt is a greater and nearer tyc than 
that we have by blood or nature. Fuſtin 
Mertyr and Optatzs have been (o far charitable 
as to call Judaizing Chriſtians and Donatilts 
by the pvame of brethren, 

III. Gal.6. 3. H: who conhidereth, that 
himſelf alſo may be tempted, will uſe the Spirit 
of meckneſ; towards an erring brother. Great 
is the difficulty of finding out truth in all 
things, and of avoiding errour. This conli- 
deration made S. Auſtin io compaſſt>nate and 
mild even towards the worſt of Hcreticks the 
Menichees, and to think that uone could be 

enrag'd againſt them, but thoſe who thought ut 
ah calie matter to ſcrexe the mind againſt car= 
nal pleaſures ; and who knew not how hard a 
thing it is for the eye of the inward man 
: | through 
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tiroagh ſo many mifts of Objections to Ipok 
upon the Sun, | 


C. 


L. \ A 9.50» Have ſalt in your ſelves. 
No text of Scripture in its expolici- 


On can retain the {enfe and meaning of the 
bleſſed Spirit which doth not edifice in chari- 
ty. For that dodrine cannot be of any uſe in 
the Church, which exaſperates one man &- 
gainſt another. And this moderation, this. 
diſcretion is that ſalt which Chrift requires 
to be in us, that wiſe ſeaſoning of eur words, 
that purging of our affections, among which 
ambition and envy are the moſt violent + 
Have this ſalt in your ſelves, and then you ſhall 
have peace one with another. 

Hl. 2. Thel.3-14+ 1f any man obey not our 
word, i.e. be refractory to the Golpel of Chriſt 
have no company with that man, that he may be 
aſhamed: that ſceing others avoid him, 
he may be forced to have recourle unto him- 
ſcIf, to hold colloquy with his own Soul, to 
find out that plague of his heart, which makes 
him like that /eper under the Law; which no 
manmuſt come near. Have no company with 
bim : 1. by thy company give him noen- 
couragement in his tin. And yet forall this, 

| Have 
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Have company with him : for Count him os 
' asan exemy, but admoniſÞ bim as a brother : 
Which we cannot do, if we avoid his com» 
pany, ;- 
IT. x Cor.5.10. Un this ſenſe - alſo we 
muſt take that of the Apoſtle where he forbids 
£0 ext with publick and notorions offenders, For 
theApoliles mind was not that ſuch mcn were 
to be given over for gone, or that we ſhould 
acquaint our ſelves onely with the good, and 
not with the bad. For our Saviour Chriſt fa- 
miliarly converſed, cat and drank with pub + 
licans and ſinners, and gives the reaſon of it : 
Becaulc he came to call, net th? the righteous, but 
ſinzers. to repentance. : and we cannot think 
that S. Pawl is contrary to Chriſt. 


| f The  forer and Thirtieth Meetings 
A. 


h Atth. 7.7. Search and ye ſhall 
find :not every particular Trutt; 
for expcrience teaches us that 


canfot be the interpretation : but whether 
you find or no the Truth which you ſearch 
for,. you ſhall find the reward of Searching, 
which is happineſe, 


1. 1 Cor. 
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II. 1 Cor.2-14+ The natural man receiv= 
eth not the things of the Spirit, &c. I conceive 
it ought to be rendred, the ſenſual man : for ' 
ſuch is «{17y9x8; 10 the Greek, animalis in the 
Latin; 4vx4 many times fgnifying the tower, 
and ſ{cnfitive part of the ſoul, in diftmQion to 
xs Which is the wpper.or rational» So, the 
meanning 1s: That whilf a mans reaſon is. 
ſeduced by his appetites and paſſons, it isan 
unfit judge of ſpiritual matfers z neither can 
be Umpirc for a peace, having joyn'd it lt 
to the party of thoſe things which arc in per 
petual war tar againſi the Spirit. 

LL 42. Cor-30.5. Coſting down reaſonings, 


&c, S. Paxirelates in vindication of hisvwn.. | 


juſt greatneſs againſt the-calumnics of forme 
that deſpiſed his perſon ( eſpecaally -. as 
weak and rude of fpeech) how he had contu- 
t cd thoſe perſons that oppeſcd themſelves by 
reaſonings againſt the doQtrine of Chriſt. And 
whereas their underfiaudings before were 
enflaved and captivated to the defizes of 
the ſenſual ſoul,which bindred them from the 
cbedience ot Chriſt, he freed them from their 
eruel bondage,by caſtivg down all their ftronug 
bolds,& brought them into another captivity 
by right of ccrqueſt, but ſuch a one , where 
the yokes are light and the &urdens cafe , 
346, by rue reaſon he overce ngard captivated 
th£ir falſe cni%s 
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B. 


T1. 1 FOrs-11- With ſath 4 one no not 
to eate | By. cating with him is 
undetftood familiar {ociety in dyct or lodg- 
gin. For incaſe” I come to an ordinary or 
-Inn to eat} and (ce: at the Table-an excommus 
nicate perſon fitting. whom T have no power 
to exclude, what can hinder me from 'dining 
with him ? er” 

II. Cori 1428. Let a man examine him 
ſaf. And yet perfc Faith cr Repentance i 
not required z as ſome: by too much urging 
perfe&ion, which is* no where found, thut 
-ont-almoſt all for ever trom the Communi- 
on, God accepts of a weak Faith; if it be fin- 
*CEres ) WO? 0a - Stars 

IH. x Cor..i3: 7: Choti'y © beareth all 
things, believeth- all - things. © He requircth 
here ſimplicity-and humanity in judging,thefe 
being the perpetual-compamons of Charity ; 
whereby a Chriſtian/ thinks it better to be 

-deceived through -his beniguity' and' facili- 
ty, than by a liniſter ſufpicion to "grieve his 
brother, ary 


on 


C— 
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C. 


14 _ 2.8. $.Paxl reckonswi/- 


dome and knowledge in the firſt 

rank of the gifts of God, and if he any where 
ſcem to reflec ſevercly upon wiſdome or hue 
mane learning, he onely cenſures the Abuſe, 
never intending, to blame the thing it (elf. 
II. 1 Cor. 11-22» What, have you not 
houſes to eat and arink in > or deſpiſe ye the 
Church of God? Where that by Charcb is not 
meant the Aſſembly meeting, but the place in 
which they uſcd to aſſemble, is evident, part- 
iy from what went beforey for their coming 


yogether in the Church is expounded by theiy 


coming together into one place; partly fromthe 
oppoſition which he - makes between the 
Church and their own private bowſes z in this 
verſc. If they muſt have ſuch irregular ban+» 
quets, they had houtes of their own much fit- 
ter for it, and for their ordinary repaft, than 
that place ſct a part for the common exerciſes 
of Religion, . | 
TH. ' 1 Cor-16.1,2+ The Apoſtle givin 

directions to the Church of Corinth (as he had 
done .in_8he like caſe'ro other Churches 
concerning their! contributions to the poor 
luffcring brethren, he bids them Lay afide wp » 
0 the firſt day of the weak : which ſeems plaig. 


ly 
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y fo reſpect their Religious Aﬀlemblics upon 
that day 3 for then it was that every one ac- 
cording to his ability depoſited ſomeching for 
the relief of. the poor, and the, (es of the 
Church. | 4% 


"WOO EET WY 4 
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7 he five and Thirtieth Meetings 


A. 


}, Evey oi 2.0x the Lords day. This Was 
| the more proper and prevalent 

name of the firſt day week, that 
day whereon. ours Lord made his triamphant 
return from the dead. This Frſtin Martyr als 
ſuxes us ( Apole2.) was the truc Original ofthe 
Title, pox Sundays (ayes he) we all aſſemble 
and meet together, &c» He and Tertalan call 
, It Sunday ; and it feldomae paſſes under any 
other name in the imperial Edidts of the firft 


Chriſtian Emperours. The Primitive Chrifti- / 


ans looked upon this- day as a time to be cele+ 
brated with great expreſlion of joy, and ace 
cordingly rcftrained whatever might favour 
of ſorrow and ſadneſs : A day ot reſt, that 
men might have nothing todo but to wore 
ſhip God,and be better intjructed in the Chri- 
tiianFaith, ©, 


I 
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II, Gal-4. 15+ S. Paxt bears record to the 
Galatians, that he was accounted ſodeat'to 
them, that if the plucking oz2 their eyes would 
have done him any good, they were ready to 
have done it for his fake. And the antient 
Chrifi:ns carried themſelves toward theit Bk 
ſhops and Miniſters, with all that kmdneG 
and veneration which they'were capable to 
expreſs towards them. ':S. Clement teltifieth 
of the Corinthians, thi they walked in the 
Laws of God, being fubje& to them that had 
the rule over them, yielding due honour to 
their ſpiritual guides. , * 

Itr, Col.3-16. In the aritient times; even 
the rift rude andillirc bite perſons, inſtead of 
profanc wanton ſongs ,which vitiate and zh 

rupt the minds of ph (7&5 canernas ades 
Chryſoftome calls _—_ Songs of the divels 
compoſure, uſed I Fre lp Fritaal and di- 
vine Hymus » ſo that (as Heerome relates of the 
place ahete he lived ) you could not go into 


| fliefeld, but you might fiear the Plow-tman 


at hjs Hallelgjabs, the Mower at his hymns, 
ind he Vinodreflcr ſinging Davids Plalms. 


B. 


L 1 DF .11+ The Lords ſupper, The Eu- 


chariſt which S. Pau} ſpeaks of 
K in 
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in the :Church of Corinth was folemnized in 
the morning, the Apoſtle calling it « ſupper (as 
Chryſc\tom thinks) not becauſe 'twas inthe 
evening, but the more cffcQuaHly, to put them 
.n mind of the time when our Lord did inſt 
tate choſe holy myſicries. 
{E, 1 Tim5,10 , S, Paul exprefly re- 
- quires it as a qualification in a Widow, that 
. was £0 be taken in as a Deaconels into the 

.Chuxch, that ſhe be oxe that has #s'd to lodge 
Btran;ers, and to waſh the Saints feet. Ter 
tul;.1y afſures us, *twas uſually done by Chris 
ſtians in his time, to go into the priſonsto 
kiſs and embrace the: PS chaing, to har- 
Hour and provide for indigent brethren, and 
tobring water to waſh, the Saints feet, No 
office -lo low, which they wete not content 
to ſtoop to. f hors 1} Lo 
WI. Matth. 16-24... Lit him deny himſelf. 
Nazianzen tells us 70 1+ )that of thoſe cx- 
ccllencies and endowments which Gcd had 
given him, health, wealth, eſteem, and elt> 
QUEnce, he ,xeaped' this onely benefit, that he 

ad {omething whuch he could contema; and 
by which he cold ſhew that he intmitely vas 
lacd Chrift betorc them. 


— _ — 


Co 
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I, Heſ.2-2,3; This did mightily 
contribute to the weaning of 
the firſt. Chriſtians from the World, and did 
ſtrongly animate them to a quick and ſpeedy 
diligence about the affairs of the other lite 3 
namely, an opinion they generally had of - 
day of Fudgenient being near at Vaud 3 An 
nion ſtarted. early, as appears by that Caltti- 
on which St. Pax! gives the Theſſalonians a= 
bout j ifs 
I. 1 Pet.3.3: The Apoſtles require of wo- 
men, not the outward adorwing of gold and fine 
apparel, but ſhamfac'tueſs end ſobriety, the hid- 
den ornament of the heart, That tho they were 
nich, yer. they were to' conſult the honour 
and modeſty of their profeſſzon, and might 
not go to: the utmoſt bounds of what was law- 
ful; ſome things being lawful which were not 
expedient 3 eſpecially when by their wanton 
and laſcivious drefs they might be a means 4©' 
«| kindle inthe. breaſts of others the flames of an 
\unchaſt” and unlawful palhon, and fo prove 
the occaſion of their ruin. 
HI. Roms, 3-ult. The Law of Chriſt com- 
mands us to faſt often, to keep under the bo- 
dy, and to make no Fan for the fleſh, If na» 


ture 
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kure regularly governed be content with lit- 
tle, Religion will teacti us tobe content with 


Ic(s. 
p 4. b:. Theftx and Thirtieth Meetings 


- WAmn 2-21, Abraham is faid:to have been 
. B_ juſtified by Faith, when be offered bit 
S.. - Sou aac npror the Altar's. tho he did 
not aQually ſacrifice him ; becauſe he endex-- 
voarct.to do ſlo,God graciouſly actepting the 
will for the deed,accepted allo of the blood of- 
a-Lamb inltcad ofljaacs. * 1 
-JÞ x Tim3416. The Goſpel 5fiPd, The 
myſtery: of Gudlineſs :.and S- Paubelte where* 
callsi what it. teaches; The truth which 4s ac- 
condizg,to godlineſs, TMt31+2. ' 1.2. ' dofrine 


rafter belongs: tothe mare. retired truths die. 


in Catechiſms, 


Wood 


fram'd aud fitted topromote the: intereſt of 
Fiety; aud. Virtue inthe Worlds: - This Chas" 


covered: by ſpeculation, as well: ax'ro; thoſl - 
moe obvious ones, that are familiarly taught 


ILL  Ex-1 54259. The inward gratulations Pi 
of Conſcience, los having done our duties, 1s \' 
ble.to: guild” the bitceretipills, and hike the” 
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| wood that grew by the Waters of Marab; to 


corre and ſweeten that liquor, which before 
wes the moſt diſtaſteful, 


3 Bu 
l. Ath.5.29., Though to denyſome 
lufts be, in our Saviours eſteem, no 
leſs uncatie than for a man to pluck owt bis right 
eye, or cut off bis right hand \ yet even Maids 
have with fatisfa&ion choſen, not only'te 
deny themſclves the greateft pleaſures of the 
| ſenſe, but to ſacrifice theſtat of them, the bo - 
dy it{elf, to preſerve the fatisfaction ot being 
ſte | 202" 
II. x Pet.x12. The Goſpel myſteries: are 
. | of ſo noble and excellent a nature, The An» 
« | gels themelves defire to Look into theme And 
it was .the earneſt defare of a great King and 
,: [no lels a Prophet, that his cyes might be- 
; (hold the wondrous things of God's. Law:, 
S, Plal.11 9,18. ; } 8 044-- 
| IL Match-11.15. Tis not onely thoke 
- 
{ 


« [Truths that make Articles of the Creed; : but 
livers other doGtines of the Goſpel that 
Forift himſelf judged worthy to be concluded 

vith this epiphoncma ; He that hath ears 
Fo bear, let bim hear, On whiuch the cxcel- 
eat Grotzxs makes this. juſt parephiale ::Le- 
d 4 * K 3 relletius 
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ft Nefims noir a Deo potiſſimum datics oft, ut exm 
Intendamus docungentis ad pietatem tendentibus, 


C. 


I. Eb. 5.9. The Creed propoſes the cre- 
denda, not the agenda of Religion; 
whereas the Scriptuxes were defagned,uot on- 
ly to teach us what Truths we are to beheve, 
but by what rules we are to live;the obedience 
to the Laws of Chriſtianity being as neceſl4- 
ry to Salvation, as the beliet of its myſterics. 
II. Col.3.16- Whether or no thoſe words 
of our Saviour to the: Jews, jeevyars Tas 
Yeages, be to be rendred in the im» 
perative, or indicative mood ; $. Pax! would 
have the word of Chriſt to dwell richly in us » 
thereby teaching us, that beſides the things 
which are abſolutely neceſſary there are feve- 
ral Truths that are highly uſetul, to make us 
more clearly anderſtand, and more rationally 
and firmly believe, and more teadily pra: 
Giſe the points that are neceſſary. 


| 


| 


11T. x Tim. 244- Through the great goob 


neſs of God,who is willing to bave all men ſaved, 'm 


and come to the knowledge of tbe truth, neceila 
ry to ſalvation, there are much fewer Article 


abſolutely neceſſary to be by all men diſtinty 


plc 
of 


ſha 


believed,then may be met with in ——_— Tg 
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| Confeffions of Faith : ſome of which:have, 


I fear, leſs promoted Knowledge than im- 
paired Charity. 


. 


The ſeven «ud Thirtteth Meetings 


—NCO_ 


4 A. 

: L. I Or. I 3. g9.Now we know in part, 
bs &c. Doubtleſs, tho Heaven as 
6, bound with inexpretfible Joys, 


ds} yet it will be none of theleaft, that ſhall make 
25} upthe Happineſs even of that place, that the 
m-| knowledg of divine things, that was here (o 
Id} zealonſly purſued , ſhallchere be compleatly 
7+] attain'd \ 8 

gs} 11. Matthe5.8.The contentmentafforded by 
ve] the aſſ1d4uous diſcovery of God and divineny-' 
Wh fteries, has fo much of afhnity with che pleac 
ly fares that ſhall make up mens Bleſſedneſs in 
1+] heaven it (elf, that they ſtem rather to differ 
in degree than in kind. For our Saviour, to 
ob] expreſs the corleſtial joys, reſerved for thoſe 
vel who for their ſake denyed' themſelves (erfual 
eff} pleaſures, makes them to conliſt in the Viſion 
icls] of God: Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they 
1ANW{ frol ſee Gods 

lon Il, Matth.23. No leſs than eight woer 
Con 4 ars 


+ ez 
= 


120 Three Minifters - 
are denounced. againſt the Scribe and Phari- } 
ſees by our Saviour himſelf (who is not very 
forward to deſtroy, he came upon a far other 
buſineſs )and all thoſe woes for their folly and 

- In thedenvuncing of every woe 
but one, he (tiles them hypocrites. © And an 
hypocrite is the verieft fool in the world, for 
he thinks to cozin and puta cheat upon God, 
whom yet himſclf confeſſes to be-omniſcient, 
knowing all things. In that ſingle woe, he 
calls them blind grides, elſewhere fools and 
blind, This was our Saviours judgment of 
them, and you may rcſi upon it. | 


B. 


I. Atth,  2.36,Our bleſſed Saviour told 
usgthat we muſt aecount for every idle 

word ; not meaning, that eycry woxd which is 
not defign'd to editication, or is leſs prudent, 
ſhall be reckoned for a fin 3 but that the time, 
which we ſpend in our-idle talking & unprohe 
table diſcourſings, that time which might | 
and ought to have been employ'd to ſpiritual 
& uletul purpoſes, that is to be accounted for. | 
Ii, Ezck.16,49. dleneſs is called the fit 
of $odom and ber daughters, and indeed is the 
burial of a living manzan idle perſon being fo | 


uſelels to any purpoſes of God & man, that he 
is 
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is like one that is dead, unconcerned in. the 
ehanges:and neceſſities of the world : and he 
only lives to ſpend his time, and cat the-fruits 
ofthe carth, 

II. Jcr.48.10. Do not ihe work of Gs 
wegligently and idly : Let not thy heart beup- 
on the World, when thy hand is litt up jo 
prayer and be (ure to pretes an aGtion of re» 
ligion in its place and proper ſeaſon betore all 
worldly plealure. In honouring God and 
doing his work put forth all thy (trength, for 
of that time onely thou maiſt be moſt confg» 
dent that it is gained, which isprudcutly and 
zcaloufly ſpent in God's ſervices 


C. 


I. Ph.5.-15. Be ſure by a timely deli- 
gence to redeem the time, 1.6. to be pi- 
aus and tcligious in ſuch inftances in which 
formerly you have ſinned; and to beſtow your 
time eſpecially upon ſuch graces, the contra=- 
ry whereof you have formerly practiced 3 and 
then by all arts to watch again(t your preſent 
and future dangers, from day today ſecaging 
your ſtanding. This 1s properly to regdeens 
your timey i«e. to buy your (ecurity of it at the 


— rate of any labour and honeſt arts. 


!. i Cor.7.5. Lethim that ismoſt buſicd ſer 
4 
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#part ſome ſolemn time every year, in which, 
for the time quitting his worldly buſineſs, he 
may attend wholly to faſting end praying- and 
the dreffing of his ſoul by confeſſions, medita- 
tions, and attendances upon God 3 that he 
may make up his accounts and , renew his 
vows, . 28 | 

IIT. 1 Cor.10-21. That we ſhould in- 
tend and deſign Gods glory in every action 
we do, whether it be natural or choſen, is 
expreſſed by S, Pawl: Whether ye eat or 
drink, do all to the glory of Ged- Which 
rule when we obſerve, every ation of nature 
becomes religious, and every meal is an 
at of worſhip , and ſhall have its reward 
in its proportion, as well as an a& of 
praycr. 


= — 


T be eight and Thirtieth Meetings 
A. 

I. Uk.1.13. IPhereby ſhall T know this 
Zacharias queſtion'd with the An- 
gel about his meſſage, and was 

made ſpeechleſs for his incredulity ; but the 

bleſſed Virgin queſtion'd too and wag blame- 
leſs : for ſhedid it to enquire after tne mane 
ner 
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ner of the thing, but he did not beliclieve thE 
thing it ſelf : he doubted of Gods power 
or the truth of the meſſenger, but ſhe only of 
her own incapacity. | 

11. Matth. 10.42; The poor Farmer that 
gave a diſh of cold water to Artaxerxcs was 
rewarded with a golden goblet 3 and he that 
gives the ſame to a Diſciple in the name of a diſ- 
eipl o ſhall havea Crown. 

1. Pfal.ir5-1- Letevery a&ion of con= 
cernmient be begun with prayer,and SanGifie 
your purpoſe, and in the proſecution of it re- 
new and reinkindle your purpoſe by ſhoxt e+ 
jaculations, as this : Not unto us, O Lord, &cs 
For then be ſure, as the glory is his, ſo the re- 
ward ſhall be thine, 


]. n CvAm.1.8, What Helkanab ſaid'to 
the mother of Samuel, Am I 
not better to thee than ten ſins? is moſt cer- 
tainly verified concerning God, that he who 
is fo be.our judge is better than ten thouſand 
witneſſes. And indeed that man hath a 
ſirange covetouſnels, or folly, that is not 
contented with this reward, that be hath 
pleaſed God. 
1!, Matth,6.2. Fhen thou doeft almr, &c- 
Good 


134 Three Miniſters 
* Good aQions degenerate without purity of 
intention.. Thus glms arc for charity, fofttng 
for temperance, proyer for Religion, bumilia- 
2:0 is for humility, axſterity or ſufferanee is in * 
order to the Virtue of patience® And when 
theſe actions fail of their ſeveral ends, or arc 
not directed to their own purpoſes, alms are 
mulpent fefing is an impertinent trouble,pray* 
er is but lip-labour, humnliation is but hypocti- 
ſie, ſafferanee is but vexation. 

HI. Matth.6.22., When there is both 
truth im cleion and Charity in the intenti. 
on, when we go to God in wayes of hjs own 
chaſing or approving, then our eye 3s ſingle, 
and our hands arc clean, and our hearts are 
Pure. 


C, 


IL FEr-23.24+ That God is preſent in all 
_- places, that he ſees every aQion, hears 
all diſcourſes, and underſtands every thought, 
 wearc taught not onely by right reaſon, and 
” the conſent of all the wiſe men in the world, 
| butalſoby God himſelf in holy Scripture, 
Can any bide bimfelf in ſecret places that I ſhall 
| mot ſte bim, ſaith the Lord, $c. All things 
ere naked and open to bis cyes, Heb.g-13- 
Il. Matth.6:9, Jhich art in heaven. God 


15 
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ismore ſpecially preſent in ſome places by the 
ſeveral and more ſpecial manifeftations of 
hmſelf. Thus his feat is in heaven, becauſe 
there he fits encircled with all the outward 
demonſtrations of his glory, which he is 
pleag'd to ſhew to all the inhabitants of thoſe 
his inward-and ſecret Courts. 
HI. Matth. 18-20. Where two or three are 
gathered together, &c. God is by Grace and 
benediQion fpecially preſent in the aſſcmblies 
of his ſervants, God will go out of his way 
to meet his Saints, when. themſclves - ares 
forced out of their way of order by aſadnex 
ecſlity :_.but e1ſe, Gods uſual way is-to be.pres, 
ſent in thoſe places where his ſervants are/aps: 
pointed. ordinarily to meet and by publick 
authority.But his preſence there fignities.now 
thing but a readineſs to hear their prayers, to; 
bleſs their perſons, to accept their offices, ang 
.to like eycn:this circumſtance of orderly and 
publick . Meetings 
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The nine aud Thartieth Meeting. 
A. 


& j2 Or.3+16- The ſpirit of God 
| dwelleth inyzn. God 15 eſpe- 
ny AY. A cially vreſext in the hearts of. 
his people by his boly Spirit. For God reigns 
in the hearts of his ſervants; there 15 his 
Kingdome : The power of grace bath ſubdued 
all his enemies ; there is his power: They ſerve 
him:day and night, and give him thanks and 
praiſe: That is his glory. —a— 

- TI. Plal.r 39.6.: Whither ſhall 1 flee from thy 
preſence- This thought by being frequent will 
makean habitual dread and reverence toward 
God, and fear ib all thy actions. | For it is a 
great necel[ity and engagement to do unbla- 
mably, when we a& before the judge, who 
is infallible in his fentence, and intolerable in 
his wrath and indignation. 

If. Plalmilt Sever times @ day do 1 
praiſe thee, and in abe night, &c, In your re- 
tirement make frequent colloquies orſhort 
diſcourſfings between God and thy own ſoul. 

\ fo did David» And this is called a building to 


God a chappel in our bearts, Thus in the _ 
OL 
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of your works you retire into your Chappel» 
and converſe with God byfrequen t addi 


and returns, . 


B. 
4 Or.9.25. Thelife ofa Chriſtian 
15 a perpetual exerciſe. a wxeſt» 
ling and warfarez to which ſenſual pleaſure 
diſables him, by yielding to that enemy with 
whom he muſt ſtrive,if ever he will be erown= 
ed. And this argument the Ap-ſtle intimated 
He that jtriveth for maſteries is temp erate in all 
things, &C. , | 
I'. Revel.2.r7. In the ſame degree in, 
which'we reliſh and are in love with ſpiritual 
delights, the bidden Manna, with the ſweet- 
eff of deyotion, with the joys of thankſgi- 
ving, with xcjoycings inthe Lord, with t 
comforts of hope, with thedeliciouſneſs of 
Charity and alms deeds, with the (weetne(s of 
2 good conſcience, with the peace of meckneſs, 
and the telicitiesof a contented ſpirit 3 in-the 
ſame degree wediſrcliſh and loath the hasks, 
of {winiſh luſts,and the parings of the apples, 
| of $-4om, and the taſte of ſinful pleaſures. 
Ill. iCor.10-25, Whatever i ſet bes 
fore you eat. If it be provided for you, you 
may eat 1t, be it never {o delicate , and beit 
; plain 


FS Th ion 
1 Jain and common, {o it be wholſcme and fit 
for you, it muſt riot be refuſed upon curioſity : 

for every degree ct that is a degree of intems 
pcrance- 


C. 


IT. F Uk-21.34- Take beed to your ſelves leſt 
L: at aty time your beart#Þ# overcharged, 
 &c. Chrift forbids both the atual and the 
habitual interrperance z not oriely the effeRt 
of it, but the afteQion co it : for ih both there 
is fin. It isa fm mordinately tolbve or uſe 
the drink, tho.ch« ſurfciting or violence do 
yot follow. © 
"HW. 1 Thef.5'9. Let us who are of the day 
be fober. The Faith of the Mabemetens for- 
bidsthem to dyink wine, arid theyabſtain rc 
po FD the Shs of Rehab: Abd the Faith 
Chrift forbids "4r=1kenneſs to No and there-' 
fore is infiricely 'mbre powetfults ſupprefs 
i vice, When we remember that we are” 
& ce itt ro abſtain from driinkennefs 
& 


urcony'Js part'of the Faith and diſciplive 
ſis, and'that with thefe vices neither our 
/ a, to God;tiorour hopes of heaven | can con- 

"NI. 3 Cor.6,12. All things are lawful for 
me, but 1 will nat be brought nider the power of 


a ny 
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any. In all caſes be carctul that you be not 
brought under power of ſuch things which os 
therwiſe are lawful enough in the uſe. To be 
perpetually longing, and impatiently defirous 
ot any thing, ſo that a man cannot abſtain 
from it, is to looſe a mans liberty, and to 
become a ſervant of meat and drink, or ſmokes 


The Fortierh Meetings 
A. 


I. 1 Hel. 4.4.———topcſſeſs bis veſſel 

in ſandification aud honour. 
Chaſtity is that grace which 
forbids and refirains all irregular defires in the 
mafter of carnal pleaſures, kecping the body 
and ſoul pure in that ftate in which it isplaced 
by God, whether of the angle or of the mar- 
ried lite. 

11, Revel.14.4.Single lifeis more excellent 
then the married, in ghat degree in which it 
hath greater religion,and a greater mortificas 
tion 5 a leſs fatisfaRtion of natural defircs, and 
a greater fulneſs of the ſpiritual : and juſi fo- 
is to expe that little Coronet or ſpecial re- 
ward which God hath prepared (cxtraordi- 
nary and beſides the great Crown of all F af be 

L 12 
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ful ſouls ) for thoſe 1/ho have not defiled theme 


ſelves with women, but follow the Virgin Lamb 


for ever. 
HI, Hof.2.6. The Appetites of unclean- 
[neſs are full of cares and trouble, and its frui- 


rion is forrow and repentance . The way of 


the adulterer is hedged with thorns : full of tears 
and jealouſizs, burning defires and impatient 
w aitings, tediouſnels of delay, and ſufferance 
of affronts and amazements of diſcoyery. 


B. 


l. Atth.5, Bleſſed are the pure in beart. 
M A pure mind in a chaſt body is the 


mother of Wiſdome and Sober counſel, Love 
of God and ſelt-denial;peace and confidence, 
holy prayer and ſpiritual comfort and a plea- 
Fre of ſpirit infinitely greater than the (cot- 
tiſh and beaſtly pleaſures of unchaſtity, Foy ts 
overcome pleaſure is the greateſt pleaſure, and 
#0 vittory is greater then that which is gotten wv 
ver our luſts aud filth yznclinations.: Cypriane 
Il. Gen.-26,11-+ Abimelech to. the men 
of Gerar made it death to meddle with the wife 
of Iſaac : and Judeh condemned Thamar to 
be burnt for her adulrerous conception :, and 
Gcd, beſides the law made to put the adulte- 


rous perſon to death, did conltitute a holes 
an 
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2nd conſtant miracle todiſcover the adultery 
of a ſulpeted wornan, that her bowels ſhould 
burit with drinking the waters of jealouſie. 
Num.5-I 4 + | | 

HT. Matth.z. Jf a man lets his eye 
looſe, and enjoys the luft of chat, he isan a- 
| dulterer. Look ot wpon a woman to luſt af- 
ter hcr. And ſuppoſing all the other mer» 
bers rettrained, yet if the eye be permitted 
toluſt, the man can no otherwiſe be called 
chatt, than he can be called {everc and morti- 
fied, that fits all day long ſeeing plays and 
revellings; aud out of greedinelſs to fill his 
eye neglects his belly. 


C. 


I. 1 TyEt 1-22. Seeing.ye have purified your 

ſouls — ſee that ye love one another, 
&c, A Virgin that conſecrates her body ta 
God, and pollutes her ſpirit with rage, or 
impatience; or inordinate anger, gives, hin 
_ he moſt; hates, a moſt fouland defiled 
oul, - - -- | a) 

It, x Cor,745. It.is S. Pauls rule, that by 
conſent foy @ time they ſhould abſtain, that they 
give themſelves to fa(ting and prayer. And 
tho when Chriſtians did regctye the holy com- 
. munion every 'day, if is/agrtain they did not 

L 4: >, ab- 
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abſtain, but had children : yet when the 
Communion was more ſcldome, they did 
with Religion abftain from the marriage bed 
during the time of their ſolemn preparatory 


devOtions, as anticntly they did from cating | 


and drinking til the ſokmnity of the day was 
it 


HI. Eph.s.32. Marriage is by Chriſt hal» 
lowed intoa myftery to ſignific the Sacramen- 
fal and myſtical wniou of Chriſt and bis Charch, 
He therctore that breaks this knot, which the 
Church and their mutual Faith bastyed, and 
Chriſt hath knit up mto a myltery,difhonours 
a great rite of Chriſtianity, of high ſpiritual 
_ and excellent fignitication, 


rec þ 


The one and Fortieth Meetinge{ 


A. 


Af Atth. 11929 Humility is the 
- preat ornament and. jewel of 

Chriſtian Religion , having 
been tuſt put in a diſcipline and made part of 
a religion by our Lord Feſzs Chriſt, who pro- 
pounded himſeif imitable by his Diſciples i 
fignally in nothing as in the -twiwndiliers' © 
Mcekneſs and humility: Leary of meſor ! am 
Ncek and bumble, &c« I. Damn 


E 
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Il. Dan«4+27+ Entertain no fancies of va. 
nity and private whiſpers of this Divehof 
pride ; ſuch as was that of Nebuchadnezzar, 
Is not this great Babylon which T bave built for 
the honour of my name?Some phantaſtick ſpirits 
will walk alonc, and dream waking of great- 
nefſ-s, of Palaces, of excellent Orations, loud 
applauſes : nothing but the fumes of pride. 

I. Jam-4.6+ God reſiſteth the proud, pro- 
felling open dctiance and hottility againſt ſuch 
perſons 3 but giveth grace to the humble , 
Grace and pardon, content jn all conditians, 
tranquility of ſpirit, patience in affliions; 
love abroad, peace at homez and freedome 
from contention, and the fin of cenſuring, 
others, and che trouble of being cenſured 
themſclves, 


B. 


l. Atth,7.3, The humble man will noe 
judge his brother for the mote 22 his 
cye, being more troubled at the beam in his 
own eye zand is patient and glad fo be reprov » 
ed, becauſe binſclt hath caſt the fiſt ſtope at 
him(clf and rherctore wonders not that v- 
thers are of his mind. 
Il. Joh.12.15. Thave given you an exam» 
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ple, His whole life was a great continued 
example of humility, a vaſt deſcent from 
the glorious boſlome of his Father to the 
{womb of a poer Maiden ; to the torm of a 
ervant, to the miſerics of a fanner, to a lite 
of labour, to a ſtate of poverty, to a death 
of malctaQors, to the grave of death, and 
tothe intolerable calamitics which we deferv- 
ed : and it were a good dclign, and yet but 
reaſonable, that we thould be as humble in 
che midſi of our greatelt imperteRions and 
baſeſt ſins; as Chrift was in the midſt of 
his fulneſs of the ſpirit, great wiſdome, per* 
fe& lifke,and moſt admirable Virtues. 

I1;. Phil.4.8. Be a curious obſerver of 
all thoſe things which are of good report, and 
are parts of publick honeſty , publick tame, 
and the fentence of prudent and publick 
perſons is the meaſure of guod and cvil in 
things indiftcrent. 


C, 


J. F 4m.3.2- The duc managery of this 

J unruly and fl:ippcry member, the 
tongue, may rightly beclſteemcd one of the 
greatelt myſteries of Wiſdorme and Virtue : 
if any man offend not 1# word, the ſame is 
aperfc} man, &c, The ficry of Pambo 
a 
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a Primitive Chriſtian is here to be remem- 
bred. : | 

II, Matth. ; 2. 2 7s Tho in our de» 
prayed eſtimate the <lcquence of Janguage is 
more xegarded then the innocence z tho we 
think our words vaniſh with the breath that 
atters them, yet they become records in 
Gods Court, are laid up in his Archives 
as witneſles either for or againſt us: for 
he who 1s truth it {clt hath told us, that þ 
thy Words, ſhalt thou be juſtificd, and by thy 
IWords fi ſhalt be condemned. 

II. Match.4$.7. As in all civil inſur» 
re&ions the Ringlcader is lookt on witha 
particular ſeverity 3 fo doabtlels in private 
quarrels the firfi provoker has by his {enios 
rity a double portion of the guilt, anl may 
conſequently exp2& of the puniſhment 
according to the doctrine of our Savi. 
our, Woe be to that man by whom the offeaoe 
cometh. | 
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The two and Forrtieth Meetings 
A 


ther fins the moſt diabolical, being a 
conjund1on of two of Satans moſt cf+ 
ſential propertics, malice and lying. Tis his 
peculiar title, The acenſer of the brethren, and 
when we tranſcribe his copy, we alſo al- 
ſume his nature, entitle our ſelves to a de, 
ſcent from him, Ye are of your Fathey the Divel. 
Il. Revel.2. We find the Love of a lye 
ranked in an <qual form with the maker. 
And ſurely he muſt be preſumed to love it 
that can deſcend to be the broker to it, 
help it to paſs currant in the World 
10, 2 Tim,2.25- With meekneſs inſtruct 
the contrary minded, Each Sect or Opinion 
repreſents its Antagoniſt as odious as it can, 
and whilſt they contend for ſpeculative truth, 
they by mutual calumnies forfeit the practice? 
a (ad thing , that thoſe who all pretend 
to the ſame Chriftianity, ſhould onely be une 
animous in the violating that truth and cha- 
rity it preſcribcs. 


I. | Falſe accuſation is of all 0+ 


Bi 


— as. _ i... i 
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Ps 
I, z Atth.22.20, There is nothing do's 
uM more ſecure Satan's title tons, than 
_ & vice of Calamny it bearing his proper 
impreſs and figure : and we may fear Chrilt 
will one day make the ſame Judgment of per- 
ſons, as he did of C»in, and award them to 
him whoſe Image and Superſerivtion they 
bear. 

[I, x Core1 3,5. Charity, whoſeproperty it 
is, 20t to ſeck, her own, will prompt me t0 
prefer a greater concern of my neighbeurs be. 
fore a ſlight one of my own; but in cqual 
circumſtances, I am ſure at liberty tobe kind 
firſt to my (elf. It I will recede even from 
that, T may : but that is then to beaccounted 
among the heroick Hights of Charity,not her 
binding and indiſpentible laws. 

II. 1 King 18-44 To an envious perſon 
every little infirmity or pallion, lookt on 
through his epticks, appears a mountain« 
ous guilt» He can improve the leaſt ſpeck 
or freckle into a leprofie, which ſhall over- 
ſpread the whole man, axd a cl»ud ns bigger 
than a mans hand, like that of Eliſha, may in 
an inſtant with the help of prejudice, grow 

to the utter darknivg cf the brighectt repu- 
| tation, 
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tation, and fill the whole horizon with tem- 
p<{t and horror. 


C, 


Atth.5. Is it not a great ſhame, that 
that evangelical precept, doing as 
we would be done to, which met with fo 
much reverence even from heathens, that Se- 
verus the Emperour preferred it toall the 


C 


maxims of Philoſophers, ſhould be thus com - 


temned and violated by Cbriſtians. 

11. Matth, 7.1. Frivate Judgements are 
ſuperſeded by our great Liwgiver in that 
cxprel(s prohibrtion, Z4ze n4t,and that backt 
with a ſevere penalty, that ye be mot 
judged. As God hath appropriated vengeavce 
to himſclt, fo has he judicature alſozand tisan 
invaſion of 51s peculiar, for any but his dele- 
gates, th: ſawful Magittrates, topretend to 
cither. 

II, x3 Cor.13. Love is patient, and con* 
tent with any thing, ſo it be together with 
its B:loved ; Love is alſo impatientof any 
thipg that may diſplcaſe the beloved perſon, 
hating all ſin as the encmy ot its fricnd. 


The 
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The three and Fortieth Meeting. 


—_ —— I w. 


A, 


l, Al.6.85, In Chrit Jeſus neither 
circumciſion , &c. i»e. In the 
Goſpel and Religion of Chriſt, 


nothing 15 of any value to recommend us to 
the favour of Grd, but a new nature, 
a holy and Virtous life : The Law preferred 
circumcilion hefore uncircumciſion, but the 
Goſpel of Chriſt makes no ſuch diſftin&ion, 
but inftead of theſe external (ignes, requires 
the inward purity of the heart. 

Il. Eph. 4.20, 21. But ye have not ſo 
learned Chriſt, if ſo be, &c. What can learn- 
ing Chrilt {ignihie, but learning the Goſpel 
ot Chriſt ? And how could the Epheſians who 
never ſaw Chritt in the flcſh be faid #0 bear bim 
in any other ſenſe, then as they heard his Goſ» 
pel prexched to them? And to be ins 
#rafted ia him as the truth is in Jeſus (tor (0 
x79 id idly buls fignities) muſt be expoun« 
ded Ot his Religion, in its genuine and 
primitive furplicity, ſo as Chriſt taught his 
diſciples. 

I.1. 2 Cor.3-17. /f any man be in Chrif} 
be 
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beis anew Creature, i.e. Every ſincere Chriſti» 
an isa new Creature 3 or, Wholſoever profel: 
ſeth the Faith of Chriſt, and lives in the Socic« 
ty of the Chriſtian Church, hath obliged hime 
{cf telive anew lite. 


L x Im.2.4 God would have all 

men to be ſaved. We cannot 
imagine why he ſhould lay a narrower deſign 
of Love in the Redemption, than in the 
Creation of Mankind 3 that when in the 
firſt Creation, he dcſigned all men for hap- 
pincſs, in the new and fecond Creation 
he ſhould defign ard intend the happinels 
onely of ſome few , which is to make 
him leſs Good in Redecming than in 
Creating Mankind , tho Creation coſi 
him no more than the Exerciſe of his 
Power, but Redemption the expence of his 
blood. 

11, Tit-2.12, Teaching us that denying 
#ngodlineſs, &c, Chriſt's great delign was 
to reform the debaucht manners of the 
World, to reduce mankind to the Oucli- 
ence of God, tro Teach men how to live 


as w<ll as talk, and to rcſtore the pra- 
&ice 
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Qice of Picty and Juftice, of Meck- 
neſs and Humility, and an Univerſal 
Good Will; and fo to reſtore them to 
that Honour, and Happineſs, and immor» 
tality they had loſt. 

II. Rom. 8.9. If any man hbave not 
the Spirit of Chrift, be is none of bis, i. C, 
Unleſs he have the fame temper and dif- 
poſition of mind which Chriſt had, which 
is called having the Spirit of Chriſt , by an 
ordinary figure of the cauſe for the et- 
{e& ; for all thoſe Virtues: and Graces, 
wherein our conformity to Chriſt, con- 
fiſts} are called the Fraits of the Spirit, 
Eph. 549+ | | . 


E 


I. Al.4.19. Chrift is formed in w, 
when we are throughly inftrudt- 
&d in the dodrine and Religion of Chriſt, 
and are thereby molded into his likeneſs 
and Image : When we love God and 
meny as our Saviour did ; when we arc 
Meek, and humble, and patient ,and content= 
&d, as he was« 

II, Joh.3.5. To he bor again of Wa- 
ter , Is tO be - made the Diſciples: of 
Chriſt, and Subj Rs cf his Spiritual Kings 
dom 


I52 Three Miniflers = 

dome by making a publick profellion of 
Our Faith in Chriſt, and of Obedience 
fo him in our Baptiſm » and we are 
biry of the Spirit too, when our minds 
become ſubjze& to Chriſt, and our Faith 
is ſiacere and hearty, and governs all the 
Motions and Dcfires of our Soules, and 
makes us rcally ſuch as we pretend to 
be: for all Chriftian Graces and' Ver- 
tues are In Scripture attributed to the 
Spirit of God, as the Author of them. 
III. Luk. 10.16, He #85at beareth you 
beareth me, and Bs that dejpiſeth , 6c. 
When nothing is made the condition 
of our Communion , which is expreſly 
forbidden by the Luvs of our ſupreme 
Lord, we acknowledge his Authority in 
our  ſubje&ion to our ſpiritual Guides 3 
and we diſown his Authority in difown- 
ing and affronting theirs. 
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The four aud Fortieth Meeting- 
A. 

I, Atth.5.44: T ſay unto you, Love 
your enemies, G&&c. He that 
ſhall compare theſe precepts 

with the praQiices of moſt men, will be ready 

to ſay with Lizacer : Awt hoe 101 eft Evangeli= 
um, aut 105 non ſumus Evangelici. Such is the 
palpable contradiction of the lives of the ge. 
nerality of Chriſtian men now, ta the 

Rules of the Religion. | 
Il. Heb.10.25. Forſake not the aſſembling 

&c, The conflnence to the publick worſhip 
was in his dayes ſo Great, and conſent cf 
heart and voice ſo univerſal, that $. Hierome 
faid, The Halletejabs of the Church was like 
the noiſe of many waters ,and the Amen hke 
thunder: 

Il. Rom.1.8. The Roman Church, whoſe 
Faich was Famous,and ſpoken of through all tbe 
IVirld; is now as infamous for uſurpation, 
ſuperſtition, and cruelty , and ſo deformed 
with Pagan rites that Chriftianity is the leaſt 
part of her. 


a 


E. 
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B. 


I. En.50-20 God diſpoſed it for Good. 
It is the uſual method of Almighty 
God to bring about his own deſigns, by mak- 
ing the finiſtcr intenſions of men co-operate 
towards them. He made uſe of the annatu- 
ral cruelty ot Foſephs bretbren to the preſer- 
vation of the whole family of Facob, {ending 
Foſeph, as a harbinger and nurſe, to provide 
tor them in a famine, The obſtinacy and in- 
credulity of the Jewes proved to be the riches 
of the Gentiles. The perſecution of the A- 
poliles at Feruſalem made way for the {pread- 
ing of the Goſpel into all other Countrics. 
Inftances of this kind arc irinumerable. 

IJ]. Gal.1.8. If an Angel from heaven, 
&c: If we admit of new rcvelations, We 
loſe the old, and our Religion together; 
we accuſe our Sayjour and his Apoſtles, as if 
they had not ſufficiently revealed Gods mind 
to the World, and we incur $. Par!'s Anathe* 
ma, which he denounces againſt him, whoſoe 
ever he ſhall be, It an Angcl trom heaven, 
that ſhall preach any other dodrine than 
What had been recieved. And $8. Fade hath 
told us, the Faith was oxce, that is, at once, or 
once for all, delivercd to, or by the Saints. 
IN. 1 Cor, 
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ITE x Cort 7+ 4+ The Churchof Corinth 
firſt needed the ſevere check of an Apolile for 
their wantonneſs and diviſtons, that oze was 
of Paul another of Cephas , &c. And who 
can give a more probable account of this their 
luxuriancy, than from the riches , caſe, 
plenty, and liberty of that City. 


C. 


IT. 11. WY Om. 12+ 18:When he fo paſſio- 
nately exhorts ,/f it be poſs 
fible, and ſo far 81 in you lies pave peuct roith 
ll men,(urcly he did not mean, thatwe thould 
ouely accept of peace. when tis uffer'd-us for 
nothing} or be quiet,till we can pick a quarr:1; 
but that we ſhould be at ſome coltso pur- 
chalc it, and part . with ſomething tor it, 
and deny out (clves fomething, which ( but 
ng that account we might tally have enjoy 
TU. | 

II. 14Cor, 1, 20. I became things to all 
men, He was no fonger a (tarcht milexible Pha- * 
riſe, but a complaifant Chrittiap,as ſore per- 
haps would have call'd fm, a Latidudinarian 
He that will erifice nothing to publick trans | 
quility muſt hyc in. perperual flames _ 
whats 
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whatſoever become of him hereafter, 
ITT. Ad 15. 29. Whea a Council of the 
Apoſtles at Feruſalem decreed, that the Gen» 
ziles ſhowld abſtain from things ſtrangled and 


from blond, they depriv'd them of a part of | 


cheir Chriftian liberty, meerly to conciliate 
the Jews tothem 5- and required that to be 
done for peace, which no Law of God rec- 
quired at their hands. 


i... 


—_— 


The five ond Forvieth Meevenge 
A. 


% 


I, Atth. 17+ 27. Our Saviour him- 
felf, when he came into the 
wortd, complicd with the laws 


and cuſtorns which he found ; when a cer- 
tam tribute was demanded of him, he firſt 
proves that he was not obliged to pay it, yet 
leaft be ſhould offend them , determins to 
pay it, and works a miracle to mnable Pe- 
ter todon. | 
[T. Jer. 6. 16+ Staxd' upon the way and en- 
quire &c. i & /nquire tor a better way, but 
{tend upore the old wayes till you have diſ- 
cover'd it. And its reaſonable , before we 


leave the preſemt Church»way, to producea 
better 


_<d 
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better model, leaſt inſtead of having a new 
Church we have no Church. 

I [ I. Rom. I6e1 6« The boly hiſs, the feaſts 
of love,the arder of Deaconeſſe: axe no where now 
obſerved ; ſeveral things inftituted by the 
Apoſiles were intended, and fo conftxued to 
be obliging ouly ſo long as circumfiances 
ſhould andas then they did, and no longer- 
Twas no defign of the Apoſtles to bind the 


Church for ever to a certain form ofri- 
fuals, 

B. 
I, TN Pheſ. 2-14 The Jewtfh Rituals were 
oontriv'd on purpoſe to diftinguiſh 
them from all other people in the world, and 
therefore is call'd zbe middle wall of partition- 
Buc the Chriſtian Religion was to throw 
down all inclofures, and make of all nations 
one people , and therefozte muft be left 
with that freedom as to circumftanials, that 
all nations, notwithſtanding their divers 
cuſtorns and forms of government, might be 
capable of receiving it» 

[!. Math. 23, 24- We muſt have bet- 
ter notions of God , than to think him a Cap= 
tions Deity that watches advantages againſt 
his Creatuzes 5 Rox make Religion a picce of 

4 810e 
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- nice ſcrupuloſity, and conſequently muſt w* 
neither ſwallow Camels nor ſtrain at gnatn 
but ferveGod with che generolity ota treeand 
a comtorrable mind, 

TIT. Maith. 1. 7. If you had known 
what that mcaneth &c. It 13 as if our Savi- 
or had ſaid, Had you, cenſorious Pharilces, 
underſtood cither God or Religion, -as ye 
might and ought to have done,ye would have 
known that fo long as there is not contu- 
macy and contemt in the omiſſion of thoſe 
Rituals , but the excuſc of a juſt neceſſity or 
the rational conſideration of a grea ter good 
to preponderate the omiſſion, God doth 
not impute it for a fio, 


C. 


T. Cts 16- 3. The Apoſtle circamciſed 
"A. 7imothy \, to the intent that there- 
by he might render hiniſelf and his miniſte- 
ry more acceptable to the ews.” wherein he 
hath taught us, that all ceretnonial Appen: 
dages are. perfely ſubordinate , and ought 
ro yield to the defigns of peace, charity, 
and cditication, as the greater good. 
IT. Roth. 14. 17. The Kingdom of Gud, 
7 e, the Goſpel,zs xot meat axd drixk, i.e, con- 
fits not , or layes little ſtr:fs upon thoſe 
nee 
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nice and perplexing matrers, bt in righteowſ* 
neſs peace and joy: AN the weight is laid up * 
on the more {ubſiantial ablervances of 3 
rightcous and Holy life, and a peaceablefpiri! 
and converſation. 

ITI, 1 Cor. 13. 7. Charity believeth all 
things, hopeth all things. Chriſtian firoplicity , 
a5 it means no hurt, ſo it doth av eatily 
ſuſpe& any. But it is the genizs of an evil man 
to ſuipeR every man means mifchiet, becauſe 
he doth ſo himſelf. 7's natural for all men 
to tac rcatures by themiclves, 


A. 


T be fix and Fort? th Meeting. 
M Atth. 4, 5. Jeruſalem the Hyly 

Ciy. The Papiits are much plea 

cd with calling themſclves Ca- 
tholicks, and that fometimes others call chern 
{0z not contidering in the mean while, thag - 
titles in all tongues do contiaue molt com - 
monly long after the things ſtgnitied by them 
are .gone,, upon the {ame account that St. 
Mitthew calls Feruſalem the: Holy City, tho 
this had loſther Holineſs,as chat hath depra- 
red her Religion, 


M 2} [ I Licks 


- 
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TT. Luke, $. 5. Papiſts have the commy 
Faith, and their own priper Romaniſm, to 
the very fame or like (es as the Fewes 
have the Law and the Prophets, and the 
Talmud of their Rabbies 3 and as the Twrks 
have both much of Moſes and of the Goſpel 
of Jeſus Chrift, and all the 1mpieties of 
Mabomet this latter to choak the former, 
44 the thorns in #be parable did the good ſeed. 

1 Ti. Matthe 26. 13. Mark. 14: ©. The 
true dodrine of Chrift only, and all ſuch o- 
ther Holy Precepts, Ordinances and Tra- 
ditions as were-proper to his Goſp:1, as 
they went forth with a Commiilzon, had 
{utable power to carry them, and to main- 
tain them throughout all parts, and ro all 
Creatures every where ( whom God would 
call ) ix the whole world. Hence come ſuch 
DoGnes,and the Churches on thei x account 
to be called Cobolicks 


B. 
[, M7 9+ 34. If God intended a fu: 


ream power for S. Peter, a pub- 
lick declaration might have preſently both 
quelled the dangerous and undecided con- 
tention among the Diſciples: who-foou;d be 


the greateſt ; 2nd prevented all the diſorders, 
which 
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which have ever fincc troubled the Church 
for wantot knowing this ſupream and in= 
fallible Governor. 

TI. Judg, 2. 10, 11, 12+ All the Roman 
preyers and devotions to Saints hath not 
ſo much as the ſhadow of Catholick : 
for it crept in among Chriſtians 3 as the 
Baalim did in Iſrael,when the Holy men tliat 
had ſeen Moſes and Joſhua, and the elders 
of that generation were all departed 3 when 
our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, and the 
firſt preathers of the Goſpel had left the 
world. 

[TT. 2, Cor. 6» 15+ No ſincere Iraclite 
can ever think of being ſaved by the Religion 
of Dan and Betbel, becauſe it keeps till 
Moſes Lawznor by theSamaritan Religion,b.« 
cauſe they ſerve God as wellas Baal,Mixt and 
corrupt Religions are not to be valued fo 
much in what is trodden under mens feet, 
a3 by what is predominant and fect upon 
their high Altars. The great building 
miſed at Ferwſalem by Adrian , did not 
ceale to be Fapiters Temple tor being railed 
upon Holy foundations. 


4 IL. Mor 
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C. 


| Mi 1%. 20, 1 Cor. 14. 12. True 
| Chrilttian Miraeles ' are commonly 
but for a timc, an1 for the Anthorizing of 
the Goſp*! : For the gift of Working mi- 
racies 1s as that of ſpeaking !auguazes, 1n- 
tended for the converſion of unbehevers , 
and for aſſiſting the Goſpel, whenloever it 
ſhould be firit preached. | 

LI. Mz:#th. 7. 2 2. The true Miracles done | 
in Chrifts Name ( and power too) ſhall re- 
commend on!y Chrifts Goſpel, not their jni- 
gquity who work them. | 

ITT. 2 Thef. 2. 9. The Roman Miracles, 
after that the Goſpel had been abundantly 
confirmed over all the world by true Mi- 
racles, were done in times reſerved for 
falſe miracles, and are branded by this pre-. 
diction, that Antichriſt ſhould come and 
enchant men with ftrong deluſions and lying 
wonders. 
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The ſeven and Fortieth Meetings 
A. 
L 2: '&EQ i7. Fe ye ſeparate: This 
| text cannot clear our feparatilis 
from the guilt of Schiſm : 
which 15 a voluntary departure , without 
juſt cauſe given , from the Church where- 
of they were once members : or , a breach 
of that Communton wherein a man might have 
continued without ſin. 

IT. Judg.13-7. The magiſtrates are called 
Maſters ef reſtraint. Hebr, And as fuch, 
they muſt needs be an eye fore to all looſe 
or exorbitant perions, who do conſequently 
wiſh, that Authority ſhould loſe its force 
and laws their vcacration, that fo their 
vices Way be uncoatrouled, | 
_ TI, -##s. 15. 16. The law of Moſes was 
a yoke whicy neither we nor our fathers were 
able ts bear : upon this account eſpecially, 
becauſe .1t enjoyned a great number of lictle 
Obſer vances, which by cheir multitude were 
hard to be remembred, by their nicety 
d:thcult to be obſerved, and having nocl- 
ſeatial goodneſs in themſclves had lefs pow- 
er 


) 
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er upon the conſciences of men to awaken 
their carc and diligence-about them , 


I. 0s 15. 29. The Apoſtles in their 

A cont found out a middle way for 
the Fews and Gentiles to meet in : that the 
Gentile Converts ſhould comply with the 
Jews in 4bſtaining from fornie ation,from things 
- firangled, and from bloud;and nn the other fide 
the Jewiſh Converts ſhould abate of their 
rigaxr, and not require o f the Gentiles the 
ric rerms of compleat Judaiſm. 

TI. Gal, 3« 19. Whereunto then ſerved the 
Law? It was added &c. It was a kind of 
Interim, or like a pareathefis, which when 
it ſhall be left out, the tormer and latter 
parts joyn together again without any in- 
terruption of che ſenſe * i. e« when this Ix- 
terim , or temporary proviſion of the Law 
ſhall betsgken away, the primitive Patriar- 
' archal Religion, ang that brought in by ours 
Saviour,ſhall ſeem to be of one piece, the lat» 
ter begining where the former ended. 

ITl. Rom, 19+ 2. Letevery ont of ws pleaſe 
his neighbor. 1. c. in fuch' thiugs as are not 
not zhe matter of any law. For as I muſt 
hive reſpe& to my brothers infirmity , - 

mu 


LIM 
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muſt 1 much more reverence God's ordi- 
nance, the lawful Magi(trate. 


C. 


I, Al, $,13- By love ſerve one 8notber. 

And with great cquity ; for he 
that will provoke his brother to nn, by 
doing that which he himſelf can omit with- 
out fin, is guilty of {in in ſodojng, 

IT. 1 Cor. 8.1 3+ If meat make my brother 
to offend, &c. The coting of fleſh was un- 
der no command,and conſequently he ſhould 
not offend if ke forbare it; therefore he 
reſolves that he would abridge himſelf of 
his own liberty, rather than offend ano- 
ther, 

/ TI. Eph. 3. %. Haman deſigning to ruin 
the whole Church of the Jewes,, firſt de» 
lates their Keligion as not ft for the pro- 
tetion of the Prince, thas it contained 
lars contrary 10 all people,and that they would 
not obey the Kings Laws. There is nothing 
cafis ſo indelible a blemiſh upon Religion, 8 
when the profeſſors of it arc turbulent, wn» 
pcr{ſwadablc; uwgovernable, 
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The eightand Fortieth Meetings 
A 


I (3: 3+ 27» He that is baptized ine 
to Chriſt bath put on Chriſt 1. e. 
< hath engaged himſelf to be 
conformed tohis Image and likeneſs, to a- 
dorn his mind with all thoſe virtues and 
8 which appcared in our Saviour's 
lite. | 
IT. John. 6. 53- The Lords Supper is a 
ſpiritnal feeding on hrilt, Eating his fleſh 
and drinking bis blo»4 : That is, when thoſe 
vilibles figures of his dea th and ſufferings 
affe& our minds with fuch a ftrong and 
paſſionate ſenſe of his love to us, and excite in 
us ſuch a hope in God. as transforms us into 
a divine nature. And this 1s our real unie 
on to Chriſt; as it were fleſh of his fleſh, and 
bone of bis bones. Eph. 5. 30. 
1TI. 1. John. 1. 5. If we fay we have fel- 
lowſhip with him,aud walk in darkneſs, we lies 
1. e. We abule ourſelves, if we hope that 
God wi!l own himſelf our Farher, and be- 
ſtow the inheritance of children on us, 
while welive inſin ; bat when we joyn the 
practice 


Communicating, &c, 167 - 


praQice of real rightcouſneſs with. the vis 
ſible protelſion of Chriſtianity , then God 
will own us for his children, and Chriſt for 
true members ot his body. 


B. 


I. 2 Or. 6. 14. Be ye not wnequally 
yoked with nybelievers 1. e. have 
no ſociety with thoſe men, whoſe religion 
is ſo contrary to yours, that you will. be 
as uneaſy to cach other, as two heifers in the 
ſame yoke, which araw different ways» 
II. 1 Cor. 10+ 16. 1s it not the commy* 
niow of the body of Chriſt. He calls it 
thc communion. becauſe it ſignifies the fel- 
lowſhip of Chriſtians with each other, and 
as it ſignifies alſo our fellowſhip with Godz 
for we cat of the Sacrifice which is God's 
meat, being entertained at his Table, - .; 
I TI. 3 Joh. 1. 3- Our fellowſhip is with the 
Father and with his Son Jeſus Chrift, When 
we joyn in communion With the Churgh 
of Chrift, and live in a regular ſubje&ion 
to our ſpiritual Governors, and a mutual 
diſcharge of all Chriſtian offices, whey we 
profeſs to believe the Goſpcl, and to obey 
the laws of our commen Saviour; then we 
are viſibly unitcd to Chriſt, as ſubjects to 
their 


, > 
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their Prince, and members to their head. 
And when this profeſſion is fincere and 
hearty, then our union to Chriſt is real 
and ſpiritual too. And this union or fele 
lowſhip with Chriſt entitles us to his peculi- 
ar carc and providence. 


C. 


 LyOh.x.16. Of bir fulneſs we all received, aud 
. Þ Grace for Graee. The fulnels which was in 
Chriſtis a fulnefs ofGraee aud truth:ThisGrace 
and truth is oppoſed to the Law of Moſee , 
ard ſignifies the! Gofpe), which is a Covc- 
nant of / Grace, and is exprefly called the 
Grace of God, Tis. 2.11. and contains the 
moſt 'clear Revelations of the divine will, 
ty oppoſition to types and ſhadows. This 
i the fulneſs we receive from Chriſt, a pcre 
fe& relation of the divine will concerning 
the ſalvation of mankind , which coctains 
ſd many exccllent promiſes, that it may 
well be called Grace 3 and preicribes ſuch a 
plam and fmple religion ſo agreeable ro the 
natural notions of good and evil, that it may 
wellbe called Trath. The rcpctition of the 
word Grace with a prepoſition, tignitizs on- 
ly that abundance of grace which is now 
waniteſted by the Goſpel of Chriſt, 

[ L Jok, 


| 
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IT. Joh. 1. 15. No man hath ſeen God, &re. 
!- £, No man ever 'before had fo perfe a 
knowledg of the will of God ( which is 
here called ſeeing God, becauſe fight gives 
us the cleareſt evidence and the moſt per. 
tet and particular knowledg,) but the Son 
of God, who pertc&ly underſtood all his 
moſt ſecret counſels, hath perfe&ly declared 
the will of his Father to us. 

III. Col. 2. 3. 1 Chrift are bid slltbe Treas 
ſures : rather, in whom are all the bidden 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and knowledg. 1, e, who 
hath now revcalcd to us all thoſe Trea- 
ſnares which in former ages were hidden 
from the world. 


I ———— 


The nine and Fortieth Meetings 
A. 


If ( by: 2. 9. For in him dwelleth all the 

fullneſs of the Godbead ( of the 

Deity ) bodily. An allufiye and 
metaphorical cxprelion- For God , who 
Is aſpiriz, cannot in 2 proper ſenſe, dwell 
Bodily in any thing» Here is an alluſion 
to Gods dwelling in the Temple at Feru- 
Jalem by Types and Figures, which mew. the 
ym 
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ſymbols of his preſcnce. Bodily is oppos'd to 
figurative and typical .: and this is a plain 
demonſtration ot the perfeqtian of the 
Goſptl-revelation,that the fulncſs of the Des 
ity dwelt ſub/tzntially in Chilt : wenced not 
doubt,butthat ſo excellent a prophet as he was, 
in whom the D-ity it ſelt inhabited,hath per. 
fe&ly revealed God's will tous, _ 

Tl. Eph: x. 23 Thich as bis Body , the 
fulneſs of him that filleth all in all! Where the 
Church 'is call'd the fulacſs of Chriſt, which 
makes him( as it were )compleat and perted; 
for he cannot be a pcrfe&t head without s 
body. Hence the Church is call'd Chrift, 1. 
Cor. 12 12. And Bezes tells us this 15 the 
xcaſon of that phraſe which (© frequently 
occurs in the new Teſtament , of being ix 
Cbrijt, i- c. bcing members of the Chriltian 
Church, ' : 

I11. Eph. r. 23. The Chriſtian Church 
1s calPd the fulneſs of Chrift, with reſped to 
its extent and Univerſality, that it is not cone 
fined t6 any particular nation, as the Jewith 
Church was} but takes in Jews and Gentiles, 
bond and free, For this, 1t we conſult the 
Text,fcems to be the meaning, of, Col. 8.1 9+ 
Forit pleaſed the Farber that in him j3ould all 
fulneſs dwell. He is made the Head ot the 
Univerſal Church both in heaven and 
ca rth, Þ. 


—_— 
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B. 


T7 Ph. 1. 22. Hefileth all in all, i. e. doth 
4 not confine his care and providence, 
nd the influences of }1s grace, to any one 
ation or People, bur extends it fo the 
hole world. 

11.- Eph.4-4 3. To the meaſure of the Stiture 
f the fulneſs of Chriſt, Which is tne explicati- 
on of to a perfect man 5 i.e. to that perte&ion 
of Faith and knowledge which becomes the 
Chriftian Church 

111. John. 18.6, 7 am the way, tbe 
truth and the life 1. e, ] declare the irue and 
oncly way te life and happineſs, and no man 
can throughly underſtand the will of God, 
nor conſequently be a true worſhipper of 
him, without learning of me. 


C. 


LT Oh.11-26+ 1am the reſurriGion and the 
| life, &c. ie. He hath power toraile the 
 [dead, and will aually raifc all thule who are 
; [his fincere tollowers, and reward them with 
{ [immortality 

0 N II. Joh; 
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II. Joh.5-25. The dead ſhall bear the voice 
of the $11 of God, &e, 1.c. He firſt raiſes thoſe 
who are dead in fin to a new ſpiritual life, and 
then hath authority to raiſe them toan im« 
mortal life. 

IIl, Col.3-3. Tow are dead, and your life 
:s bid with Chriſt in God, You protels your 
{clves to be dead tothis World, in Confors 
mity to the death of Chriſt;z and that im- 
mortal life, which you expe& to enjoy 
with Chriſt, is at preſent concealed from your 
View, 


Ot I EE I A OA os, 11. CAA GT Ee oa 


The Fifticth Meeting. 
A. 


Or.1-22, The Jewes requires 
ſign,and the Greeks, &c. The 
Jewes were all for ſignes and 

miracles, the Greeks were for curious 

Philoſophical ſpeculations, which might 

gratific their - inquifitive minds; and 

therefore neither of them could reliſh 
the plain fimple Dc@rine of a Cruciticd 

Chriſt; | 

. Ih. x Core1.24 This cruciticd Saviour 

is 


— 
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is the powe « of God and the wiſdeme of God. 
i.e. the moſt powerful method which was 
ever uſed by God for the reforming the 
World, and the contrivance and effec of 
excellent wiſdome. And thus the Gof- 
pel of Chriſt is called the praver of God to 
ſalvation to them that believe, Rom. 1.16. 
And by this fookſmeſs if preaching, 1.e, 
by preaching this toohſh deGrine (as it 
was accounted by the wile men of the 
world) of a crucihed Chriſt, it pleaſed 
God to fave them that belive. 

II. Jer.23.6. Chrifis cxpreſly call'd 
The Lexd omr Kightecuſneſs. + it, that 
the cnely Righteouſneſs w her: with we 
muſt appeer betcre Ged 35 the E. :ghteouſe 
neſs of Chriſt imputed 10 us ? Or rather, 
Right couſneſs here Hgnifies nc m,ore than 
Mercy, kindneſs and bercficence ? And to 
the Lord cur Rightecuſneſs is the Lord who 
does gecd 10 us, who 1s cur Saviour and 
deliverer, Which 1s very ggrecable to 
the reaſon of this name, that in bis days 
Judah ſhall be ſavcd, ard frac! ſhall dwell 


ſafely 
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B. 


JT. FSai. 54.17. Their Righteouſneſs | 


is of me. ſaiththe Lord. Which 
is a parall:| exprefiion to The Lerd our 
Righteouſneſs, and fignifies no more 
than that God wili avenge thein, cauſe, 
and detiver them from all thejt ene- 
mies. ; 

I. la. 61.10. The Garments of Sal- 
vation and the robe of Righteonſneſs do not 
ſignitie an imputed righteouſncls, but thoſe 
orcat deliverances God promiſed to 
Iſrael m the former verſes, which ſhould 
make them as glorious in the eyes of men, 
as a ſplendid garment would. 

HI. Matth. 5.19, 2c. Our Saviour 
in his Sermons to the pecplemakes 10 
mention at all of imputed righteouſneſs, 
but ſevercly injoyns them the praQtice of 
of an #niverſal righteouſneſ;, and threatens 
thoſe who bre akthe lealt commandment, that 
they ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 


—_ a cocoa aa £2 = acc ac . .c = 
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C 


[. Hil.3.9. Is it not worth obſere 

ving. that inall the New Telti- 
ment there is no ſuch <xprefſion as the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed ? We hid 
there the Rizbteouſneſy of Gd (that which 
he commands and rewards)and the Rzghte- 
ouſneſs of Faith,and .ve Rigbteouſncs of God 
whicy is by Faith in Jeſus Corit. Is i: not 
ſtrange that neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtl.s 
ſhould once tell us oft tne 'mputation of 
Cirifts Righteouſneſs, did the myltzry of 
the Goſpcl conlilt 1n it ? 

HI. Rom.3.and 4. Tne great Diſpure 
mn theEpilile to theRomans is, whethcr we 
muſt b: juftih:d by the L ww of Myſes or by 
the Faith of Chriſt. That is, whether che ob+ 
{-rvation ot all the cxicrnal Rites & Ceres» 
moni.s of the Law, &an cxternal contor= 
mity ot Oar actions tothe moral precepts 
of it, will zuſtinz a man b:tore Gd 3 or 
that fincere and uzuiverlal obcdicnce, 
which the Golp-l of Caritt r.quuires, which 
transforms our minds into the liken<{s 
ot God, and makgs us nzw creaturcs, 

I1!. Rottegez. Avran im beiicurd Gd, 
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and it was counted to bimfor Righteouſucſ; : 
And this, while he was uncircumciſed; 
Which is a convincing argument again} 
the Jewes, that circumciſion and the ob. 
ſervance of the Law of Moſes is not ne- 
ceſlary to juſtification, Becauſe Abraham, 
who was the Father of the Faithful, and 
is ſet foath for a pattern of our juſtificati, 
en, was julſiified without it. 


The one and Fiftieth Meeting. 


A; { 


Eb.2.10. God ſent ſent his 
Son into the world to take up- 
on him our nature, and hiw 
being the Captain of our Salvation be would 

perfett through ſufferings, that no man 
might think it much to ſuffer, when God 

ſpared not his own Son ; and every man 
might ſubmit to the neceſſity, when the 

Chriſt of God wasnot exempt. And yet 

no man could fcar the event, which was 

to follow fad beginnings, when it behovs 
ed even Chriſt to ſuffer, and [5 to entey in- 


to ghory. 
Il, Ec» 


| 


Inn" 


| 


—— 
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II. Ecclel.x 2-7. God did not onely 
by Revelation and the Sermons of the 
Prophets to his Church, but evcn to all 
mankind competently teach,and effeQive- 
ly perſwade, that the ſoul of man dies not 
die 3 but that altho things were ill here, 
yet they ſhould be well hereafter 3 that the 
evils of this life were ſhort and tollera< 
ble; and that tothe good, who uſually 
feel moſt of them, they ſhould cnd in ho- 
nour and advantages. 

IT. 2 Theſ.1.5. We muſt through 
much tribulation,&c. Chriſt himfelf,and his 
Apoſtles, and his whole army of Martyrs, 
dyed under the violence of evil men. When 
Vertue made good men poor, and free 
ſpeaking of brave truths made the wiſe 
to loſe their liberty 3 when an excellent 
life haſtened an opprobrious death, and 
the obeying God deſtroyed our {elves3 it 
was but time to look about tor axother 
ftzte of things, where juttice ſhould rule 
and Virtue tind her own portion y where 


the men that were like to God in juſtice 


and mercy, ſhould alſo partake of his felis 


ay, 
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B, 


I. 1. Or. 15. 19. If ia this life onely 

&c. We are fickand we 21Cc | 
afliqcd, we do well and we are diſgraced, 
wetell truchs and few belicve us, ſpeak 
well and weare derided z but the proud 
are exalted, and the wicked are delivered, 
and evil men reign over us, and the 
covetous ſnatch our little bundles of 
mony from us, and every where the 
wiſeſt and the beſt men are oppreſſed : 
but therefore becauſe it is thas, and thus 
it is not well, we hope for ſome great 
good thing hereafter. For if in this life 
only we bad bope, then we Chriſjians, a1j1 
we to whom perſecution 1; 3llotted fo 
our portion, wei who muſt be patient! 
under theCrols,and receive injuries and fay 
nothing but prayers 3 We certainly were of 
all men the moſt miſerable. 

Il. 1Cor. i5+ 19. 1 intbis life ouly wt 
had bopes, faith the Apoſtle , meaving'. 
that 1a another lite alſy we Have hopes, | 
we ſhall go into anothcr place, and in 

. The ſtate of f{cparation we ſhall have 
mere Popes : our faith ſhall have more 
Cvi- 
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evidence, and our hopes ſhall be of more 
certainty and perſpicuity, and next to 
poſſeihons z we thall have very much 
good, and be very fuce ot much 
more. 

111. Matth. 22, 32. God is the God 
of Abraham GC» i. e. the | __ Gad, 
the Benefactor, the Rewarder , and there 
fore Abraham is not dead , but is fallen 
aſleep, and he (hall be reſtored in the 
RcfurrcFion to receive thoſe bleſlings and 
rewards , by the title of which, God was 
calied the God of Abraham. 


C. 


" Or. 15. 19+ Then are we of all 
men mot miſerable. Bat be- 
cauſe tnis cannot b:, that Gad who is 
uſt and good ſhyuld ſuff:r them that hear- 
tily ferye him, to be really and hoally 
miſerable, and yet in this world thc y 
are io, very trequently : therefore in 
anftier world, they ſhall live to receive 
a full reco :,pence of reward. Devs et 
jeſtus, animus et immortalis , S. Cle- 
mens. | 
IL Mark. 12. 27. God is not the God 


of 
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of the Dead bxt of the Living : But God 
is the God of Abraham, and the other 
Patriarchs : Thercfore they are not dead ; 
dead to this world , but alive to God ; 
That is, tho this life be loſt, yet they 
ſhall have another and a better : a lifein 
which God ſhall maniteſt himſelf to be 
their God- to all the purpoſes of bene- 
fit and eternal blefſing-. 

ITT. Job. 35. 10. God my Maker is 
be that giveth Songs in the night. (aid 
Flibu. That is, the ſervant of Ged 
is not fo permitted to the malice; of 
evil men, or the aſperities of fortune, that 
they have not many refreſhwents, and 
great comforts, and the perpetual feſtivi- 
ties of a Holy conſcience. God as a reward 
giveth a cheerful ſpirit, and makes a 
man to ting with joy 3 when other men 
are (ad with the ſolemn darkneſs, and 
with the affrights of conſcience, and with 
the illuſions of the night, 


—— - - - - arent 


The two and Fiſtieth Meeting. 
As 


l. uk. x 6.1 9.It is remarkablein the 
parable of Dives end Lezarns, 
chat the poor man, the afflied 

Saint dyed firſt, Dives being permitted to 

his purple and fine linnen, to his delicious 

fare, and (which he moſt of all needed) to 

a ſpace of repentance : But in the mean 

time the poor man was reſcued from his 

(ad portion of this life and carried into A- 

braham*s boſome. 

Il. Luk.16.32» Ianto Abraham's by« 
ſome He who was denyed in this World tv 
be feaſted even with the portion of dogs, 
was placed in the boſome of the Patriarch, 
that is in the higſteſt room : torſo it was 
in their Diſcubirzsor lying down to meat> 
the chief gu:(i, the molt beloved perſon, 

did lean upon the boſome of the nu 

ter of the feaſt, ſo did S. Fobe kan upon 

the breaſt of ]cius, and fo did Lazaras 

upon the breaſt ot ASrabam. 

1, Ibid. Sinus Abraham may bs ren» 
dred 
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dred, the bzy of Abraham , alluding to 
the place of reſt, where ſhips patin after a 
tempeſtuous and dangerous navigation, 
The ſtorm was quickly over with the poor 
man and the Angel of God brought 
the good man's {oul to a fate port, where 
he ſhould be diſturbed no more, 


B. 
I. Evel.14-13. Bleſſed are the dead. 
As ſoon as ever the foul 
from ne body, it is bleſſed, Blz(ſed, I (ay, 
but not perfect : it rejoyces in peace and a 
holy hope. Here we have hopes mingled 
with fear, there our hope is hightened 
with joy and confidence : it 15 all the com- 
fort that can bs, in the expzQation of un» 
meaſurable joys:it is onely, x2t fraition,not 
the joys ofa perfe@ poſſeiſton, but leſs then 
that, it is every good thiag cllc. It 15 the 
comfort of chat joy, which mak-s them 
bleiſed, who dy in the love of God, andia 
the faith and obcdicnce of the Lord ] :ſus 
Chriſt. 

IT. Luk.23.43. Our bleſſed Saviour 
told the converted thict, he ſhould that day 
te with him inparadife« As th: Garden ot 
Eden 
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E den was a place ol great beauty. plea» 
ſure and trarquillity 3 fo the ſtate of ſega- 
rare fouls, + «5 a ſtate of peace ard excellent 
delights, That day both Chriſt and the 
Thief were to bein Paradiſe : but Chrift 
himſ{clt was wot then aſcerced inte heaven, 
and theretorc Paradife was no pait of that 
rcgicn, wheie Chiiſt row, and the Saints 
hereafter, fl all reign in glory. Chiiſt ſaid, 
tho you only ask to be rcmembred when I 
come into my Kirgdcm, x.ot only that 
ſhall be periormed im time, buteven ro 
day rhou ſhalt have great rcfreſhment, the 
comfort ot Paradiſe 5 as Lazarus was coms 
ſorted, 

{11. 2Cor 12,2-4.Taken up into thethird 
Heaven : into Paradiſe.The raptures and vi- 
tons were diſtin&.For S.Pa#l being a Jew, 
and ſpeaking after the manner cf his nati- 
on, makes Paradiſe a diftir.& thing frum 
the third beaven :the Jews deny any orbs to 
be in heaven, but they make three regions 
only, the one oft clouds, the fecor.d of 
Stars, and the third of Angels. 
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C. 


I, Evel.2.7. Tobim that cverceometh 

will I give to eat of thetree of life 
By cating of this tree of life in theParad iſe of 
God, is meant, that they whodye well ſhall 
umnmediately be featied with the deliciouſ. 
neſs of a holy Conſcience : their tree of life 
ſhall germinate,they ſhall then feel theCom- 
forts of having done good works, a {weet 
remembrance and a Holy peace ſhall careſs 
and feaſt them, and there they ſhal walkin 
white, Revel. 3.4.95 candidats of the reſur= 
reQion to immertality. 

I 1+ Matth. $. 11. Sit down with Abra- 
bam Becauſe he is the father of the faithtul, 
therefore to be with Abraham,or to fit down 
with Abraham ( in the time ot the old 

Tefiament )did ilignife the ſame thing as 
to be in Paradiſe : but 10 be ix Abrahams 
boſom, ſignifies a great cminence of place 
and comfort, which is irdulged to the 
moſt excellent and the moſt afflited, 

[1]. Phil 1. 23. As being with Abra» 
bam wes the ſpecihcation ot the more ge 


neral word of Paradiſe in the Old Tetia- 
ment 
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| mentz ſo being nith Chriſt is the ſpecifi= 
cation of it in the New, ſo S. Stephen 
prayed, Lord Jeſus receive myſpirit, and S, 
Paul ſaid, 1 defire to be diſſolved and to be 
| with Chrift. 


FINIS. 


ARE. $3. I, 29. I' decrees, p. 61. ſeventeenth, p, 
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